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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 45 >To70”

| NTRODUCED BY RI CHARDSON, OLIVER, VWH TE, | RVIS, BARBER, DUVMAS,
HARPER, REED, BORSKI, PUCCI ARELLI, COHEN, | TKIN, COWELL
KERNI CK, TRELLO, PISTELLA, SEVENTY, DAW DA, MJRPHY AND
RHODES, MARCH 28, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, MARCH 28, 1979
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In the House of Representatives, March 28, 1979

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vania has a | ong standi ng
commtment to those who are nentally ill and nentally retarded;
and

WHEREAS, A significant portion of the treatnment, care and
service delivery occurs in an institutional setting; and

WHEREAS, The institutions have conme under increasing
criticismrelative to the care and treatnment given and the cost
of that care and treatnent; and

WHEREAS, Juvenil e delinguents have been conmmtted by the
courts to these institutions; and

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives has not had a
systematic study and review of nmental health and nental
retardation service delivery within the | ast several years;
therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Health and Welfare Conmittee conduct an

i nvestigation of all prograns and procedures relating to nmental
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health and nental retardation, including but not limted to
institutional prograns; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may hol d hearings, take
testinmony, and make its investigations at such places as it
deens necessary. It may issue subpoenas under the hand and seal
of its chairman commandi ng any person to appear before it and to
answer questions touching matters properly being inquired into
by the conmittee and to produce such books, papers, records and
docunents as the commttee deens necessary. Such subpoenas may
be served upon any person and shall have the force and effect of
subpoenas issued out of the courts of this Conmonweal th. Any
person who willfully neglects or refuses to testify before the
commttee or to produce any books, papers, records or docunents,
shall be subject to the penalties provided by the | aws of the
Conmmonweal th in such case. Each nenber of the conmttee shal
have power to adm nister oaths and affirmations to w tnesses
appearing before the conmttee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That within 30 cal endar days after the commttee
has made its report, the chairman of the committee shall cause a
record of all expenses incurred by the conmmttee, or the nenbers
t hereof, which are payable at Conmonweal th expense, to be filed
with the Speaker of the House and the Speaker shall cause the
same to be entered in the journal thereof. No expenses incurred
by the conmittee or any nmenber thereof shall be reinbursable by
the Chief Cerk unless such expense shall first have been
i ncluded as an expense itemin the record heretofore required,
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Health and Welfare Comrittee nake a report
of its findings to the House of Representatives as soon as

possi bl e followi ng the adoption of this resolution, including
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1 drafts of any legislation necessary to inplenent its findings.
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