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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2382 *%%”

| NTRODUCED BY LETTERMAN, LI VENGOOD, BI TTLE AND FEE
MARCH 18, 1980

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON CONSERVATI ON, MARCH 18, 1980
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AN ACT
Providing for the establishnment of a recycling incentive to
encourage counties to develop and i npl enment recycling plans;
providing for a restricted departnental fund; inposing a fee
for waste disposal; inposing duties on permtted |andfil
operators and providing penalties.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the "Recycling
I ncentives Act.”
Section 2. Legislative finding; declaration of policy.
It is hereby determ ned and declared as a matter of
| egi slative finding that, nost nunicipal solid waste is nmerely
m spl aced val uabl e natural resources and that the disposal of
t hese resources in the | and depl etes public natural resources,
wast es potential energy, causes pollution and economc loss. It
is the purpose of this act to:

(1) protect and enhance the constitutional rights as

provi ded by section 27 of Article | of the Constitution of



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N T N N e S N e
N~ o oo A WN - O

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

t he Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vania which grants the peopl e of
Pennsyl vania the right to a clean environnment and to adequate
nat ural resources;

(2) establish a State grant program for source reduction
at the county |evel and assess fees for solid waste disposal
at landfill sites to provide funding therefor;

(3) wutilize, whenever feasible and desirable, the
capabilities of private enterprise, and the capabilities of
vol unteer public citizens in acconplishing the desired
obj ectives of effective solid waste nanagenent;

(4) pronote the application of |owenergy recycling
systens which preserve and enhance the quality of the
envi ronment ;

(5) pronote and assist in the devel opnent and
strengt hening of markets for recycled resources including
energy resources by providing grants to counties; and

(6) pronote and assist county and | ocal recreational
prograns as incentives to citizens to encourage recycling.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Board." The Environnental Quality Board.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Environnmental Resources of
t he Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

"Person.” An individual, partnership, corporation,
association, institution, cooperative enterprise or other |egal
entity.

"Recycl ed resources.” The reclainmed materials separated at

t he source which can be reused, transformed into new products or
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converted into useful energy.

"Recycling."” The source separation, transportation, storage
and handling for sale as recycl ed resources.

"Solid waste.” Any waste, including but not limted to
muni ci pal, residential, commercial or institutional waste,

i ncluding solid, semsolid or contained gaseous nateri al .
"Source separation.” The systematic isolation of potenti al
solid waste into designated conponents for the purpose of reuse.

Section 4. Inposition of disposal fee.

(a) Every person who shall dispose of solid waste by the
deposi tion, dunping or placing of such solid waste in or on any
landfill permtted by the departnment pursuant to the act of July
31, 1968 (P.L.788, No.241), known as the "Pennsylvania Solid

Wast e Managenent Act," shall pay a disposal fee of 50¢ per ton
for such solid waste so di sposed of.

(b) Disposal fees shall be levied by landfill operators in
one-half ton increnents, but shall not be |evied when the total
wei ght of the solid waste being di sposed of is |ess than one-
hal f ton.

(c) Disposal fees shall be paid to the operator of the
landfill receiving such solid waste.

(d) The weight of all solid waste bei ng di sposed of at
landfills shall be certified by a weighmaster |icensed by the
Bureau of Standard Wi ghts and Measures of the Pennsyl vani a
Department of Agriculture, using weigh scales certified by said
agency, on forns prescribed by the Departnment of Agriculture.
Section 5. Duty of landfill operators.

(a) The operator of a permtted landfill shall |evy and

col | ect disposal fees authorized by section 4 on all solid waste

di sposed of at such landfill.
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(b) The operator of a permtted landfill shall maintain
accurate records of the total tonnage of solid waste being
di sposed of at such landfill and of the disposal fees |evied and
coll ected thereon, in a manner and using fornms prescribed by the
depart nment.

(c) The operator of a permtted landfill shall remt al
di sposal fees so collected to the departnment in a manner and at
interval s prescribed by the departnent.

Section 6. Resource Incentives Fund.

(a) To encourage the developnent in the State of recycling
centers to recover secondary resources and energy fromsolid
waste to prevent the unnecessary waste and depl etion of our
vital natural resources, a special fund shall be created and
shall be known as the Recycling Incentives Fund. The Recycling
I ncentives Fund shall be adm nistered by the departnent for
source reduction incentive grants to recycling centers approved
as a part of the official appropriate county solid waste
managenent plan as provided in the act of July 31, 1968
(P.L.788, No.241), known as the "Pennsylvania Solid Waste
Managenent Act."

(b) Al fines, disposal fees and penalties collected under
the provisions of this act shall be paid into the treasury of
t he Comonwealth in a special fund known as the Recycling
I ncentives Fund which shall be adm nistered by the departnent
for incentives grants to counties for approved recycling
centers.

(c) Eligible recycling centers for incentives grants shal
be designated by the departnent and shall be included as a part
of the official appropriate solid waste nanagenent plans.

(d) Application for grants shall be in witing on a form
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prepared, prescribed and furnished by the departnent and shal
set forth such informati on and be acconpani ed by such data as
t he departnent may require.

(e) Pursuant to the rules and regul ati ons adopted by the
board and to the determ nation of the anpbunt of funds avail abl e
in the Recycling Incentives Fund, the departnment shall determ ne
and provide incentives grants to eligible recycling centers.

(f) The department nay at any tine withdrawits
adm ni strative costs fromthe Recycling Incentives Fund for the
pur pose of carrying out the provisions of this act.

Section 7. Powers and duties of the counties.

(a) Each county shall be responsible for the solid waste
managenent systemas it relates to source separation prograns
within its boundaries and shall be responsible for inplenenting
the approved plan as it relates to the recycling systens
provi ded by this act.

(b) In carrying out its responsibilities, a county may adopt
st andards and procedures for source separation which shall be in
conformty with the rules, regulations, standards and procedures
adopted by the departnent for recycling pursuant to this act.
Counties may contract with any person, public or private
or gani zati on, business, municipality, county, authority or any
conbi nation thereof engaging or desiring to engage in recycling
to carry out the goals and responsibilities as related to this
act .

Section 8. Gants authorized; appropriation.

(a) The departnment is authorized to assist counties by
providing grants to pay the cost of preparing amendnents to
of ficial sewage waste managenent plans for recycling systens in

accordance with the requirenents of this act and rul es,
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regul ati ons, standards thereto and for carrying out related
studi es, surveys, investigations, inquiries and market anal ysis.
(b) The departnment is authorized to grant funds to counties
for the purpose of constructing, inproving or nodifying systens
and equi prent and for adm nistration of recycling prograns.
Section 9. Powers and duties of the departnent.
The departnent shall have the power and its duty shall be to:
(1) Provide technical assistance to counties to
coordi nate plans for recycling systens as provided by this
act including revisions of such plans.
(2) Administer the Statew de recycling program pursuant
to the provisions of this act.
(3) Cooperate with appropriate Federal, State,
interstate and | ocal units of governnent and with appropriate
private organizations in carrying out its duties under this
act .
(4) Adopt such rules, regul ations, standards and
procedures as provided by the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177,
No. 175), known as "The Admi nistrative Code of 1929," as may
be necessary to protect environnental resources of the
Commonweal th, protect public health, prevent public
nui sances, pronote recycling and to enable the departnent to
carry out the provisions of this act.
(5) Adm nister the Recycling Incentive Fund pursuant to
the provisions of this act.
Section 10. County Recreation Fund.

(a) Revenues collected by the sale of recycled resources
coll ected by recycling centers pursuant to this act shall be
placed in a restricted account to be adm nistered by the county.

(b) Revenues received shall be used to pay the operating
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costs of the centers.

(c) Excess funds generated by the recycling programin each
county shall be used for recreational projects within the
county. Eligible project scopes shall include acquiring | ands
for recreation, maintaining and inproving existing |ands and
facilities, and for other bonafide recreational expenses
i ncludi ng sal ari es, equi pnent, supplies, admnistration and
other related legitimate recreati onal expenses.

(d) The county may grant funds to | ocal political
subdi visions within the county for approved recreational
projects. Eligible project scopes shall include acquiring | ands
for recreation, maintaining and inproving existing |ands and
facilities and for other bonafide recreational expenses
i ncludi ng sal ari es, equi pnent, supplies, admnistration and
other legitimte recreational expenses.

Section 11. Penalties.

(a) Any person who violates the disposal fee provisions of
this act shall, upon conviction thereof in a summary proceedi ng,
be sentenced to pay a fine of $25 for each ton of solid waste
for which a disposal fee was not collected or for which a
di sposal fee was collected and not remitted to the departnent.
Such fines shall not exceed $10, 000 together w th cost of
prosecuti on.

(b) Any person who violates any other provision of this act
shall, for each violation, be sentenced to pay a fine of not
nmore than $100.

(c) Al fines and penalties inposed under the provisions of
this section shall be paid into the Recycling Incentives Fund as
provi ded by this act.

Section 12. Summary proceedi ngs.
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Al'l sunmary proceedi ngs under the provisions of this act may
be brought before any district justice of the county where the
of fense occurred, or in the county where the public is affected
and to that end, jurisdiction is hereby conferred upon said
district justices subject to appeal by either party in the
manner provided by law. In the case of any appeal from such
conviction carried out in the manner provided for by law, it

shall be the duty of the district attorney to represent the

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

interests of the Commonweal t h.
10 Section 13. FEffective date.
11 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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