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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1773 *%%

| NTRODUCED BY HALVERSON, PETERSON, MADI GAN AND W W FOSTER,
SEPTEMBER 26, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, SEPTEMBER 27, 1979

O (o0} ~ » GORrWNEF

e e T e T T S = SE S
© 00O N o oo M W N - O

AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1225, No.316), entitled

"An act concerning gane and other wild birds and wild

ani mal s; and anendi ng, revising, consolidating, and changi ng

the law relating thereto,” further providing for open season

of raccoons.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Subsection (b) of section 501, act of June 3,
1937 (P.L.1225, No.316), known as "The Ganme Law," anended
January 14, 1952 (1951 P.L.2020, No.564), is anended to read:

Section 501. Open Seasons. --

* * %

(b) Raccoons Not to Be Trapped; Exceptions; Renoval of

Protection, Open Season, etc. Except in defense of person or

property, it is unlawful for any person to take, or attenpt to

t ake, raccoons through the use of traps or deadfalls, except in
such county or counties as the comm ssion may, by proper

resol ution, public notice of which shall be given as hereinafter

provi ded, declare open to trapping when in its opinion raccoons
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are sufficiently abundant to justify such trapping, but the
provi sions of this subsection shall not be construed to prevent
any bona fide occupant of a farmwhich lies within any county
not decl ared open to general public raccoon trapping, who is a
citizen of the United States and actually resides upon and
cultivates such farm or any imredi ate nmenber of his famly, or
regularly hired hel p of such occupant, if any such person is a
citizen of the United States, actually residing upon and
cultivating such farm fromtrappi ng raccoons thereon, including
t he woodl ands connected therewith as a part thereof, so |long as
any such person conplies with the provisions of this act or the
rul es and regul ati ons adopt ed t hereunder governing trapping

nmet hods, seasons and bag limts, unless the comm ssion has
denied or this act does deny to any such person the right to
hunt or trap anywhere in this Comonweal t h.

After investigation or upon information otherw se obtai ned by
the Departnent of Agriculture as to any county being infested
wi th rabies, the conm ssion shall, upon notice given by said
departnent, renove all protection on raccoons in such infested
counties, or declare an open season on such animals, or direct
the killing and di sposition of same, in such nanner as the case
may require.

VWhenever the conm ssion fixes open season for raccoons, or

whenever such season is established as otherw se provided in

this section, it shall be twenty-one days shorter for

nonresi dent and alien hunters. The twenty-one days of extra open

season for resident hunters shall occur at the begi nning of the

open_season.

* * %

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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