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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1 703 *5n”

I NTRODUCED BY CIM NI AND REED, SEPTEMBER 18, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, SEPTEMBER 18, 1979
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AN ACT

Providing for the custody, control and disposition by political
subdi vi si ons of abandoned and uncl ai med property.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Application.

This act shall apply to all tangi ble personal property, the
owner of which is unknown or, if known, who has failed to claim
such property as herein provided, which property has been found
or discovered by or the rights of any finder relinquished to any
political subdivision of this Comobnwealth.

Section 2. Construction.

This act shall supersede the act of August 9, 1971 (P.L. 286,
No. 74), known as the "Disposition of Abandoned and Uncl ai ned
Property Act,” when there is a conflict between the acts.
Section 3. Caimby owner.

Al'l tangible personal property subject to this act and within

the jurisdiction of any political subdivision or agency thereof



1 shall be kept at a suitable |ocation where such property may be
2 clainmed by the owner for a period of 30 days fromthe date that
3 said property cones into the custody of the political

4 subdivision or agency.

5 Section 4. Transm ssion of property to sheriff.

6 Al'l property remaining unclaimed after said 30 days shall be
7 delivered into the custody of the county sheriff for safekeeping
8 and further disposition in accordance with this act.

9 Section 5. Notice to public and owners.

10 (a) The sheriff shall mail a notice to each person who

11 appears to be entitled to any property delivered into his

12 custody within 60 days. The notice shall contain:

13 (1) A statenent that property is being held to which the
14 addr essee appears entitl ed.

15 (2) A statenent that all clainms to such property must be
16 filed wwth the sheriff within six nonths of the date of

17 mai | i ng of the noti ce.

18 (3) A statenent that such property will be sold or

19 di sposed if unclainmed within said six nonths and the
20 addressee will lose all title and interest to such property
21 absol utely.
22 (b) Were the owner of property is unknown, the sheriff
23 shall cause to be published in a newspaper of general
24 circulation in the county a notice that shall contain:
25 (1) A statenent that property is being held for unknown
26 owners and that a conplete |ist of such property is open for
27 i nspection in the office of the sheriff.
28 (2) A statenent that the property will be sold or
29 ot herwi se di sposed of on a date certain not |ess than three
30 nmonths fromthe date of the initial publication of the
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noti ce.
(3) A statenment that any listed property if unclai ned by
the date of sale or disposition will not be subject to any

right, title or interest that the owner m ght otherw se have.

1

2

3

4

5 Section 6. Tinme for clains.
6 (a) Were notice has been given under section 5(a), the

7 owner may claimhis property by filing a witten claimwth the
8 sheriff within six nonths of the date of mailing of the notice.
9 (b) Were notice has been given under section 5(b), the

10 owner may claimhis property by filing a witten claimwth the
11 sheriff by the date of the sale or other disposition.

12 (c) Failure tofile aclaimwithin the tinme specified in

13 subsection (a) or (b) will result in the divestnent of the

14 owner's interest in and right to the property, which rights and
15 interest shall then vest in the county.

16 (d) Any person asserting an equitable interest in any

17 property shall give witten notice of his interest to the

18 sheriff within the tinme specified in subsection (b).

19 Section 7. Disposition of property.

20 (a) The sheriff shall propose a schedul e of disposition of
21 all property vesting in the county under this act, which

22 schedul e shall becone final upon approval of the county

23 conmi ssi oners.

24 (b) It shall be lawful to dispose of such property by public
25 sale to the highest bidder, by donation to any approved public
26 service agency or nonprofit organization which nay have use for
27 such property or by devotion to use by the county.

28 (c) The proceeds of the sale of any property shall first be
29 applied to satisfy the costs of any sale and notices given and
30 the remainder shall be added to the general fund of the county.
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Section 8. Property of a value of $250 or nore.

Any item of property of a value of $250 or nore shall within
six nonths after the expiration of the period specified in
section 6, be reported by the sheriff to the Departnent of
Revenue and delivered into its possession. The departnent may
refuse to accept any item which thereupon will becone the
property of the county to be disposed of in accordance with this
act. Such property as is accepted by the departnent may be sold
at public auction and the proceeds therefromcontributed to the
General Fund of the Commonweal t h.

Section 9. Title of purchaser.

The purchaser of any property at a public sale conducted in
accordance with this act shall receive title to such property
free and clear fromall clains whatsoever.

Section 10. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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