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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 990 5%

| NTRODUCED BY B. F. O BRI EN, HASAY, REED, SWEET, LETTERVAN
BROWN, HOEFFEL, M CALL, F. TAYLOR, HALVERSON AND COHEN
APRI L 23, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON M NES AND ENERGY MANAGEMENT,
APRI L 23, 1979

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of January 28, 1966 (1965 P.L. 1625, No.578),
entitled "An act providing for atom c energy devel opnment and
radi ati on control; creating the Advisory Comrittee on Atomc
Ener gy Devel opnent and Radi ation Control; enpowering the
Governor to enter into agreenments with the Federal governnent
for the assunption by the Comonweal th of certain regul atory
powers; conferring powers and duties upon the Departnent of
Commerce with respect to the pronotion and devel opnent of
atom c energy resources; conferring powers and duties upon
the Departnent of Health with respect to the control and
regul ati on of radiation sources, including provision for
licensing and registration; and providing penalties,"”
aut hori zing the Departnent of Environnmental Resources to
i npose a noratoriumrelating to construction and operati on of
nucl ear power facilities under certain circunstances.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 301, act of January 28, 1966 (1965
P.L. 1625, No.578), known as "The Atom c Energy Devel opnent and
Radi ati on Control Act," is anmended to read:

Section 301. Powers and Duties of the Departnent of [Health]

Envi ronnental Resources.--(a) The Departnent of [Health]

Envi ronnental Resources, hereinafter in this article referred to
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as the departnent, is hereby designated as the agency of the
Commonweal th which shall be responsible for the control and
regul ati on of radiation sources, but, notw thstandi ng anyt hi ng
inthis article to the contrary, shall not have power to

regul ate, license, or control nuclear reactors or facilities or
operations incident thereto in duplication of any activity of

t he Federal governnment which has not been discontinued by
agreenent pursuant to section 102.

(b) In accordance with the laws of this Comonweal th, the
departnment shall enpl oy, conpensate and prescri be the powers and
duties of such individuals as may be necessary to carry out the
provi sions of this act, except in so far as the Departnent of
Commerce is so enpower ed

(c) The departnent shall have the power and its duty shal
be to:

(1) Develop and conduct prograns for evaluation of hazards
associated with the use of radiation sources;

(2) Devel op and conduct prograns for the control and
regul ati on of radiation sources;

(3) Formul ate, adopt, promul gate and repeal rules and
regul ations relating to the control of ionizing radiation;

(4) Issue such orders or nodifications thereof as may be
necessary in connection with proceedi ngs under this act;

(5) Advise the Governor and the Legislature with regard to
the status of radiation control, and consult and cooperate with
t he vari ous departnents, agencies and political subdivisions of
t he Commonweal th, the Federal governnment, other states,
interstate agencies, political subdivisions, and with groups
concerned with control of radiation sources;

(6) Have the authority to accept and adm ni ster | oans,
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grants, or other funds or gifts, conditional or otherw se, in
furtherance of its functions, fromthe Federal governnment and
from ot her sources, public or private;

(7) Encourage, participate in, or conduct studies,
i nvestigations, training, research and denonstrations rel ating
to control of radiation sources; and

(8) Collect and dissemnate information relating to control
of radi ation sources.

(d) The departnent nmay al so i npose a noratoriumon the

operati on of any nucl ear power facility when the health and

wel fare of the residents of this Conmmonwealth are in | eopardy.

The noratoriumshall not be lifted or rescinded until the

Federal Nucl ear Requl atory Conmni ssion and the departnent have

i nspected the facility or facilities in questi on and each has

certified it for operation. No nuclear power facility currently

under construction shall becone operative until the facility has

been i nspected and certified for operati on by the Federal

Nucl ear Requl atory Comm ssi on and the departnent.

(e) In addition to any power or duty inposed on the

departnent by any other provision of this act, the departnent

shall have the authority to i npose a noratori umon the new

construction of any nucl ear power facility until:

(1) The radioactive waste di sposal issue is resolved by the

Federal Nucl ear Regul atory Conmi ssion or other applicabl e agency

of the Federal Governnent; and

(2) The Federal Nuclear Requl atory Conmmi ssi on has adopted

st andar di zed pl ans and specifications for design and

construction of nuclear power facilities w thout which no

nucl ear power facility constructi on can be commenced. The

st andar di zed pl ans and specifications for design and
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construction of nuclear power facilities shall assure that the

operati on of nuclear enerqgy facilities are reasonably safe and

resi dents of the Commonweal t h.

1
2
3 pose no danger to the health, welfare and safety of the
4
5

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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