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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 8958  *un”

I NTRODUCED BY WAGNER, MARCH 27, 1979

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, MARCH 27, 1979
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated
Statutes, changing the tine limt for reporting accidents.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 3746 and 3747 of Title 75, act of
Novenber 25, 1970 (P.L.707, No.230), known as the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes, are anended to read:

8§ 3746. [Imediate notice] Notice of accident to police
depart nment.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The driver of a vehicle involved in an

accident shall [imrediately by the qui ckest neans of

comuni cation] within 18 hours of the accident give notice to

the nearest office of a duly authorized police departnent if the
acci dent invol ves:
(1) injury to or death of any person; or
(2) danmage to any vehicle involved to the extent that it
cannot be driven under its own power in its custonmary manner

wi t hout further damage or hazard to the vehicle, other



traffic elements, or the roadway, and therefore requires

t owi ng.

(b) Duty of occupant if driver disabled.--Wenever the
driver of a vehicle is physically incapable of giving [an
i mredi ate] notice of an accident as required in subsection (a)
and there is another occupant in the vehicle at the tine of the
acci dent capabl e of doing so, the occupant shall nake or cause
to be given the notice not given by the driver.

(c) Investigation by police officer.--Every accident
reported to a police departnent required in this section shal
be investigated by a police officer who shall provide each
driver a signed statenent that the accident was report ed.

§ 3747. Witten report of accident by driver or owner.

(a) GCeneral rule.--If a police officer does not investigate
an accident required to be investigated by section 3746
(relating to [imedi ate] notice of accident to police
departnent), the driver of a vehicle which is in any manner
involved in the accident shall, within five days of the
accident, forward a witten report of the accident to the
depart nment.

(b) Supplenental reports.--The departnent may require any
driver of a vehicle involved in an accident of which witten
report nust be made as provided in this section to file
suppl enental witten reports whenever the original report is
insufficient in the opinion of the departnent.

(c) Exception for disabled persons.--A witten accident
report is not required under this subchapter from any person who
is physically incapable of nmaking a report during the period of
i ncapaci ty.

(d) Duty of owner if driver disabled.--Wenever the driver
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is physically incapable of making a witten report of an
accident as required in this section and the driver is not the
owner of the vehicle, then the owner of the vehicle involved in
the accident shall, within five days after the accident, make
the report not made by the driver.

(e) Confidentiality of reports.--All witten reports
required in this section to be forwarded to the departnment by
drivers or owners of vehicles involved in accidents shall be
wi t hout prejudice to the individual so reporting and shall be
for the confidential use of the departnment or any other
government al agency or their representatives having use for the
records for accident prevention purposes, except that the
departnment shall disclose the identity of a person involved in
an accident when the identity is not otherw se known or when the
person denies his presence at the accident and shall disclose
whet her any person or vehicle was covered by a vehicle insurance
policy and the name of the insurer.

(f) Use of reports as evidence.--No accident reports
forwarded under the provisions of this section shall be used as
evidence in any trial, civil or crimnal, arising out of an
acci dent except that the department shall furnish upon demand of
any party to the trial, or upon demand of any court, a
certificate showi ng that a specified accident report has or has
not been nade to the departnent in conpliance with the | aw and,
if the report has been made, the date, tinme and | ocation of the
accident, the nanes and addresses of the drivers and the owners
of the vehicles involved. The reports nay be used as evi dence
when necessary to prosecute charges filed in connection with a
vi ol ation of section 3748 (relating to fal se reports).

(g) Conpliance with other |laws required.--This section does
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1 not affect the duty of filing accident reports required by any
2 other statute or regul ations nade thereunder.

3 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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