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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 569 1%

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. LI VENGOOD, ZORD, PETERSON, L. E. SM TH,
D R WRIGHI, C GEORGE, LETTERMVAN, STEI GANER, RODGERS AND
COCHRAN, MARCH 7, 1979

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRI L 29, 1980
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Novenber 30, 1976 (P.L.1205, No.264),
entitled "An act defining energency nedical technician;
aut hori zi ng such personnel to render energency care;
exenpting such personnel and physicians working in
conjunction with themfromcivil liability when rendering
such care; and making repeals,” further providing for

addi tional job protection for emergency nedi cal technician or

enmer gency nedi cal technician-paranmedi c and renovi ng

additional liabilities for instructions to emergency nedi cal

t echni ci an- par anedi c.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

SECTION 1. SECTION 2, ACT OF NOVEMBER 30, 1976 (P.L.1205,

NO. 264), REFERRED TO AS THE EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TECHNI Cl AN LAW | S

AMENDED TO READ

SECTI ON 2. TREATMENT RENDERED BY EMERGENCY MEDI CAL
TECHNI CI AN. - - NOTW THSTANDI NG THE PROVI SI ONS OF THE ACT OF JULY
20, 1974 (P.L.551, NO 190), KNOW AS THE "MEDI CAL PRACTI CE ACT
OF 1974," OR THE PROVI SIONS OF ANY OTHER ACT TO THE CONTRARY
ANY EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TECHNI CI AN MAY, | N THE CASE OF AN
EMERGENCY
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(1) RENDER EMERGENCY MEDI CAL CARE, | NCLUDI NG PULMONARY
RESUSCI TATI O\, [ AND]

(2) PERFORM CARDI OPULMONARY RESUSCI TATI ON, BUT EXCLUDI NG
THOSE SKI LLS ENUMERATED | N SECTI ON 3; AND

(3) PERFORM THE APPLI CATI ON OF PRESSURE DEVI CES TO REDUCE

PERI PHERAL BLOOD FLOW AND | NSERT ESOPHAGEAL OBTURATOR Al RWAY

DEVI CES (EOQA), PROVI DED THAT THE EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TECHN CI AN

HAS COMPLETED SPECI AL TRAI NI NG PRESCRI BED BY THE SECRETARY, THAT

THE DEVICE | S A TYPE APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY AND THAT THE

EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TECHNI CI AN |'S ACTI NG UNDER DI RECT VERBAL

VEDI CAL COMVAND. I N THE FAI LURE OF COMVUNI CATI ONS SYSTEMS

PROVI DI NG SUCH COMVAND, WRI TTEN SPECI FI C PROTOCOLS MAY GOVERN

THE ACTI ON.

SECTION 2. SECTION 3 OF THE ACT IS AMENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 3. TREATMENT RENDERED BY EMERGENCY MEDI CAL
TECHNI Cl AN- PARAMEDI C. --1 N ADDI TI ON TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON
2, ANY EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TECHN Cl AN- PARAMVEDI C, MAY UPON ORDER OF
A PHYSI Cl AN:

(1) ADM NI STER PARENTERAL MEDI CATI ONS AND SOLUTI ONS
AUTHORI ZED BY THE SECRETARY,

(2) PERFORM GASTRI C AND PHARYNGEAL SUCTI ON BY | NTUBATI ON,;

(3) ESTABLI SH AND NMAI NTAI N AN Al RWAY BY ENDOTRACHEAL
| NTUBATI ON OR THE ESOPHAGEAL OBTURATOR Al RWAY (EQA); [ ANDJ

(4) PERFORM DEFI BRI LLATI ON;__AND
(5) APPLY THE NMAST GARMENT.
Section £ 3. Subsection (a) of section 5—aet—efNeverber <—

Medical—Techniciantaw— OF THE ACT is anmended and—a—subsection <—
s—added to read:
Section 5. Liabilities.--(a) No physician, who in good
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1 faith gives instructions to an energency nedical technician or

2 an _energency nedical technician-paranedic, shall be liable for

3 any civil damages as a result of issuing the instructions,

4 unless guilty of gross or willful negligence.
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12 Section 2 4. This act shall take effect imediately. <—
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