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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 420 5%

| NTRODUCED BY FREIND, CESSAR, WLT, BROM, J. L. WRIGHT, JR
FI SCHER, ZI TTERVAN, Di CARLO, LETTERVAN, MANM LLER, BURNS,
CIM N, WEIDNER ARTY, MCQOZZIE, GANNON, REED, L. E. SM TH,
ZORD, MRKONI C, KERNI CK, GAMBLE, D. R WRI GHT, FISHER, GEESEY
SPI TZ, LASH NGER, ZELLER, PUNT, YAHNER, KNEPPER, CHESS,
BONBER, GRABOWBKI, TRELLO, GOODVAN, E. R LYNCH, MJSTQ,
COCHRAN, VROON, PETRARCA, VENGER, SCHM TT, SPENCER, SERAFI NI
SCHWEDER, COLE, D. S. HAYES, ZWKL, KLI NGAMAN AND
B. D. CLARK, MARCH 2, 1979

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, MARCH 5, 1979
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 24, 1976 (P.L.424, No.101), entitled

"An act providing for the paynment of death benefits to the

surviving spouse or children of firemen or | aw enforcenent

officers killed in the performance of their duties,"”
extending the act to include volunteer firenen and changi ng

t he net hod of paynent.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 1 and 2, act of June 24, 1976 (P.L. 424,
No. 101), entitled "An act providing for the paynment of death
benefits to the surviving spouse or children of firemen or |aw
enforcenent officers killed in the performance of their duties,”
are amended to read:

Section 1. [A political subdivision shall pay to the

surviving spouse, or, if there is no surviving spouse, the m nor

children, of a fireman or | aw enforcenent officer of the
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political subdivision killed in the performance of his duties

t he sum of $25,000. The benefit shall be payabl e whet her or not
the officer was killed within the corporate boundaries of the
enpl oying nmunicipality.]

In the event a | aw enforcenent officer or fireman is kill ed

in the performance of his duties, such political subdivision

within 30 days fromthe date of death shall subnit certification

of such death to the Commpbnweal th. Upon recei pt of such

certification, the Commbnweal th shall, from nbneys payabl e out

of the Governor's Energency Fund, pay to the political

subdi vi si on the sum of $25,000. Wthin five days of receipt of

said sumfromthe Commonweal th, the political subdivisi on shal

pay such sumas a benefit to the surviving spouse, or if there

is no surviving spouse, to the mnor children of the firenan or

| aw enforcenent officer killed in the performance of duty.

The Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a shall pay out of the

energency fund of the Governor to the surviving spouse, or, if
there is no surviving spouse, the mnor children of a State
policeman or other |aw enforcenent officer of the Comobnweal th
killed in the performance of his duties the sum of $25,000. The
benefit shall be payable whether or not the officer was killed
wi thin the Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

[ Upon paynent of this death benefit by a political
subdi vi sion, the political subdivision shall apply to the State
Treasurer and be reinbursed for the total anount by the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a. Paynents by the Comonweal th or
rei nbursenent to the political subdivisions shall be nade out of
t he General Fund of the Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a. ]

Section 2. "Fireman or |aw enforcenment officer" neans a

fireman, nenber of a volunteer fire conpany, peace officer as
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defined in 18 Pa.C.S. 8 501 (relating to definitions), public
servant concerned in official detention as defined in 18 Pa.C. S.
8§ 5121 (relating to escape), an officer or enployee of a State
correctional institution, guards or enployees of county jails
and prisons or other |aw enforcenent officer of the Commonweal t h

of Pennsylvania or of any political subdivision thereof.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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