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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 136  *%7°

| NTRODUCED BY GOEBEL, STEWART, BI TTI NGER, POIT, FI SCHER
ZORD, DAVIES, HASKEL, W LSON AND TADDONI O, JULY 27, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, JULY 28, 1977
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In the House of Representatives, July 27, 1977

WHEREAS, The Johnstown Fl ood of July, 1977, has caused undue
hardship, loss of |ife, property and enploynent, necessitating
urgent reconstruction and rebuil ding; and

WHEREAS, The severe damage caused to Johnstown and
surroundi ng areas was due in part to the collapse of the Laurel
Run Dam and

WHEREAS, The Laurel Run Damis owned by the Johnstown Water
Aut hority and subject to inspections by the Pennsyl vani a
Depart ment of Environmental Resources; and

WHEREAS, It has been reported that the Arny Corps of
Engi neers has not fully inplenmented an act of Congress directing
the Corps to institute a national program of daminspection; and

WHEREAS, It has been reported that hundreds of danms in
Pennsyl vani a are nore than 50 years old and were constructed
when rainfall statistics were inadequate or unreliable; and

WHEREAS, It has been reported that the Departnent of

Envi ronnment al Resources has only two enpl oyees with inspection
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responsi bilities involving nore than 2,000 dans; and

WHEREAS, Federal and State responsibilities for inspection
may have been inadequately carried out causing considerable
damage to the persons and property of the Commonweal th; and

VWHEREAS, It is essential that dams and other flood control
projects be properly designed, constructed, naintained, repaired
and inspected in order to avoid the recurrence of simlar
cat ast rophes; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly is responsible for enacting
| egislation to protect the lives, safety, welfare and property
of its citizens; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Speaker of the House of Representatives
direct the Cormittee on Conservation to investigate and nake
recommendations to the General Assenbly to assure adequate
mai nt enance, protection and safety of dans and ot her nman made
fl ood control projects located in the Cormonweal th which affect
the lives, safety and property of Pennsylvania citizens; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may hol d hearings, take
testinmony and make its investigations at such places as it deens
necessary; and be it further

RESCLVED, That within 30 cal endar days after the commttee
has made its report, the chairman of the committee shall cause a
record of all expenses incurred by the commttee, or the
menbers's thereof, which are payable at Conmonweal th expense, to
be filed with the Speaker of the House and the Speaker shal
cause the sane to be entered in the journal thereof. No expenses
incurred by the conmttee or any nmenber thereof shall be
rei nbursable by the Chief Cerk unless such expense shall first

have been included as an expense itemin the record heretofore
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required; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the committee shall report its findings,
together with its recommendati ons for appropriate |egislation or

otherwise, to the General Assenbly as soon as its study is
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conpl et ed.
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