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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2287 >3

| NTRODUCED BY McCLATCHY, E. Z. TAYLOR, PETERSON, BURNS, NOYE,
POTT, WASS, HALVERSON, HELFRI CK, PYLES, J. L. WRIGHT JR.,
D. S. HAYES, WLT, KNEPPER, MEBUS, TADDONI O, MOVERY,
O CONNELL, CESSAR AND HASKELL, APRIL 4, 1978

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, APRIL 4, 1978

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled

2 "An act providing for and reorgani zing the conduct of the

3 executive and adm nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
4 Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative

5 departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

6 i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
7 Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

8 aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative

9 departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
10 duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
11 of ficers, and of the several adm nistrative departnents,

12 boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
13 Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive

14 and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointment of
15 certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

16 ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
17 and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the

18 nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

19 assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
20 commi ssions shall be determned,” creating the Departnent of

21 Agi ng and prescribing its functions, powers and duties;

22 establishing a Council on Services for the Aging and a

23 Techni cal Advisory Conmittee on Aging; and providing for
24 di strict planning and service areas and for area agenci es.
25 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

26 hereby enacts as follows:
27 Section 1. Section 201, act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177,
28 No.175), known as "The Adm ni strative Code of 1929," anended
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July 22, 1975 (P.L.75, No.45) and Decenber 19, 1975 (P.L. 602,
No.172), is anended to read:

Section 201. Executive Oficers, Adm nistrative Departnents
and | ndependent Adm ni strative Boards and Comm ssions. --The
executive and adm nistrative work of this Conmmonweal th shall be
performed by the Executive Departnent, consisting of the
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of the Comonwealth,
Attorney Ceneral, Auditor General, State Treasurer, and
Secretary of Education; by the Executive Board, and the
Pennsyl vania State Police; by the follow ng adm nistrative
departnents: Departnent of State, Departnment of Justice,
Department of the Auditor General, Treasury Departnent,

Depart ment of Education, Departnent of Mlitary Affairs,
I nsurance Departnent, Departnent of Banking, Departnent of
Agricul ture, Departnent of Transportation, Departnent of Health,

Department of Labor and I ndustry, Departnent of Aging,

Department of Public Wl fare, Departnment of General Services,
Depart ment of Revenue, Departnment of Conmerce, Departnent of
Community Affairs and Departnment of Environnental Resources; and
by the followi ng i ndependent adm nistrative boards and
conmmi ssi ons: Pennsyl vani a Gamre Comm ssi on, Pennsyl vani a Fi sh
Commi ssion, State Civil Service Comm ssion, Pennsylvania Public
Utility Comm ssion, the Pennsylvania Hi storical and Museum

Commi ssi on and the Pennsyl vania Securities Conm ssion.

Al'l of the provisions of this act, which apply generally to
adm ni strative departnents, or generally except to the
Department of the Auditor General and the Treasury Departnent,
shall apply to the Executive Board and to the Pennsylvania State
Pol i ce.

Section 2. As nuch as applies to the Department of Public
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1 Welfare of section 203 of the act, anended Decenber 3, 1970

2 (P.L.834, No.275), is anmended to read:

3 Section 203. Advisory Boards and Conmi ssions.--The foll ow ng
4 advisory boards and conm ssions are placed in and nmade parts of
5 the respective adm nistrative departnents, as follows:

6 * x *

7 In the Departnent of Public Welfare,

8 State Board of Public Wl fare,

9 [ Advi sory Committee for the Aging,]

10 Advi sory Committee for the Blind,

11 Advi sory Committee for General and Special Hospitals,
12 Advi sory Committee for Children and Youth,

13 Advi sory Conmmittee for Public Assistance,

14 Advi sory Committee for Mental Health and Menta

15 Ret ar dat i on;

16 * x *

17 Section 3. Section 206 of the act, anmended July 22, 1975
18 (P.L.75, No.45), is anmended to read:

19 Section 206. Departnment Heads.--Each adm nistrative
20 departnent shall have as its head an officer who shall, either
21 personally, by deputy, or by the duly authorized agent or
22 enploye of the departnent, and subject at all tinmes to the
23 provisions of this act, exercise the powers and performthe
24 duties by |aw vested in and inposed upon the departnent.
25 The follow ng officers shall be the heads of the
26 adm nistrative departnents following their respective titles:
27 Secretary of the Commonweal th, of the Departnent of State;
28 Attorney Ceneral, of the Departnment of Justice;
29 Audi tor General, of the Departnent of the Auditor General;
30 State Treasurer, of the Treasury Departnent;
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1 Secretary of Education, of the Departnent of Education;

2 Adj ut ant Ceneral, of the Departnment of MIlitary Affairs;

3 I nsurance Commi ssioner, of the Insurance Departnent;

4 Secretary of Banking, of the Departnent of Banking;

5 Secretary of Agriculture, of the Departnment of Agriculture;
6 Secretary of Transportation, of the Departnent of

7 Transportation;

8 Secretary of Health, of the Departnent of Health;

9 Secretary of Labor and Industry, of the Departnent of

10 Labor and | ndustry;

11 Secretary of Aging, of the Departnent of Aging;

12 Secretary of Public Welfare, of the Department of Public

13 Vel f are;

14 Secretary of Revenue, of the Departnment of Revenue;

15 Secretary of Commerce, of the Departnent of Commerce;

16 Secretary of Community Affairs, of the Departnent of

17 Comunity Affairs;

18 Secretary of Environmental Resources, of the Departnent

19 of Environnmental Resources;
20 Secretary of CGeneral Services, of the Departnent of
21 General Services.
22 Section 4. Cause (1) of subsection (d) of section 207.1 of
23 the act, added Novenber 8, 1976 (P.L.1109, No.227), is anended
24 to read:
25 Section 207.1. GQubernatorial Appoints.--* * *
26 (d) The Governor shall nom nate in accordance with the
27 provisions of the Constitution of the Commonweal t h of
28 Pennsylvania and, by and with the advice and consent of a
29 mjority of the nmenbers elected to the Senate appoint persons to
30 fill the follow ng positions:
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1 (1) The Attorney General, the Secretary of Education, the

2 Secretary of the Commonweal th, the Adjutant General, the

3 Insurance Comm ssioner, the Secretary of Banking, the Secretary
4 of Agriculture, the Secretary of Transportation, the Secretary
5 of Health, the Comm ssioner of the State Police, the Secretary
6 of Labor and Industry, the Secretary of Aging, the Secretary of
7 Public Wlfare, the Secretary of General Services, the Secretary
8 of Revenue, the Secretary of Commerce, the Secretary of

9 Conmmunity Affairs and the Secretary of Environnental Resources.
10 * x *

11 Section 5. The first paragraph of subsection (l) of section
12 448 of the act, amended July 9, 1970 (P.L.470, No.161), is

13 amended to read:

14 Section 448. Advisory Boards and Conmi ssions. --The advi sory
15 boards and conmi ssions, within the several adm nistrative

16 departnents, shall be constituted as foll ows:

17 * x *

18 (1) The follow ng advisory commttees are hereby created:
19 [ Advi sory Committee for the Aging,]
20 Advi sory Committee for the Blind,
21 Advi sory Committee for General and Special Hospitals,
22 Advi sory Committee for Children and Youth,
23 Advi sory Conmmittee for Public Assistance,
24 Advi sory Conmmttee for Mental Health and Mental Retardation.
25 * x *
26 Section 6. Section 2210.1 of the act is repeal ed.
27 Section 7. The act is amended by adding an article to read:
28 ARTICLE XXI'I-A
29 DEPARTMVENT OF AG NG
30 Section 2201-A.  Powers and Duties in General.--(a)The

19780H2287B2913 - 5 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N RN NN RN NN N NN R B R B R R R R R e
© 0O N O U~ W N B O © 0 N o o M W N B O

30

Department of Aging shall, subject to any inconsistent

provisions in this act contai ned, exercise all the powers and

performall the duties by law fornmerly vested in and i nposed

upon:

(1) The Departnent of Public Welfare by section 601, of the

act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known as the "Public

Vel fare Code";

(2) The Departnent of Transportation by the act of January

22, 1968 (P.L.42, No.8), known as the "Pennsyl vani a U ban Mass

Transportati on Assi stance Law of 1967": and

(3) The Departnent of Revenue by the act of March 11, 1971

(P.L.104, No.3), known as the "Senior Citizens Property Tax or

Rent Rebate Act."

(b)Y The Departnent of Aging hereinafter referred toin this

article as the departnent shall, subject to any inconsi stent

provisions in this act contai ned, have the power and its duty

shall be to:

(1) Evaluate the need for services for the aged within the

State and determ ne the extent to which public and private

prograns neet such a need.

(2) Develop, in cooperation with the Council of Aging, a

basic policy for State prograns and activities for ol der

persons, expressed in a five-year plan updated annually. The

basi c policy shall be expressed as a conprehensive plan to neet

the needs of the aging. In devel opi ng the conprehensi ve plan the

departnent shall consider the advice and recommendati ons of

ol der persons and groups of ol der persons.

(3) Coordinate the activities and prograns of the

admi ni strati ve departnents, boards, conni ssions and agenci es of

the Commonwealth relating to or affecting ol der persons.
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(4) WMaintain a clearinghouse of information related to the

i nterests of ol der persons and provide techni cal assi stance and

consultation to all agencies, both public and private with

respect to prograns and services for ol der persons incl uding,

but not limted to:

(i) Ceriatric Centers,

(ii) Nursing Hones,

(iii) Rental Housing Prograns,

(iv) Resident Hunting and Fi shing Licenses,

(v) Drug and Al cohol Abuse,

(vi) Adult Day Care Centers; and

(vii) WMotor Vehicle Licenses and Regi strati on.

(5) Serve as an advocate for the aging at all |evels of

governnent and within the conmmunity at | arge.

(6) Pronpte and protect the rights of aged persons to be

free fromdiscrimnation in areas including, but not limted to

enpl oynent, housi ng, auto insurance, and public acconmpdati ons.

(7)) Provide for services to the agi ng through area agenci es

for the agi ng authori zed in accordance with the Federal d der

Anericans Act and applicable State | aw and to stinul ate services

and opportunities for the agi ng which are not otherw se

avai | abl e.

(8) Devel op and operate efficient and coordi nated rural

transportati on services in order to provide free |local transit

for the agi ng.

(9) Adnminister the State plan for the agi ng required by

Federal | aw.

(10) Provide staff support as may reasonably be required by

the Council of Aging and the Techni cal Advisory Conmittee.

(11) Pronpte community education regardi ng the probl ens of
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ol der persons through institutes, publications, and use of

communi cati ons nedi a.

(12) Cooperate with agenci es of the Federal Governnent in

studi es and conferences desi gned to exan ne the needs of the

agi ng popul ation and to prepare prograns and facilities to neet

t hose needs.

(13) ©Make recommendati ons for | egislative action to the

Governor and the General Assenbly.

(14) Devel op and conduct in coordi nati on wi th ot her

agenci es, research, denonstrati on prograns and trai ni ng prograns

to advance the interests of ol der persons.

(15) Function as the State agency to receive and di sburse

area services for the agi ng through Federal and ot her funds nade

avai |l able for providing services to the aging to stinulate nore

effecti ve use of existing resources.

(16) Publish a description of the organi zati on and functi on

of the departnment so that all interested agenci es and

i ndi viduals be better able to solicit assi stance fromthe

depart nent.

(17) Review all proposed Commonweal th program pl ans and

policies, and adm ni strative requl ati ons that are published in

the Pennsylvania Bulletin for their inpact on ol der persons.

VWhere the secretary believes that they have an i npact on ol der

persons, he shall comment in accordance with the provisions of

the Commonweal th Docunents Law. Any conment i ndicating

di sapproval of all or part of the proposed adm ni strative

requl ati ons shall be specifically considered by the agency and

commented on by the agency if it adopts the provisions to which

the secretary objected in its order adopting the reqgul ati ons.

(18) ©Make and enforce rul es and requl ati ons necessary and
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proper to the performance of its duties: Provided, however, That

no departnent regul ation relating to the funding or the

provi sion of services to the agi ng by area agenci es shall be

adopted wi thout the departnent first obtaining the advice of the

Counci | of Agi ng.

Secti on 2202-A. Council of Services for the Aging.--(a)

There is hereby created within the Departnent of Agi ng, the

Council of Services for the Agi ng which shall consist of twenty-

three nenbers, at | east twelve of whom shall be sixty years of

age or older. The nenbers of the Techni cal Advisory Conmittee

shall be ex-officio non-voting nenbers of the council.

(b)Y The nenbers of the council shall be appointed by the

Governor and shall represent, so far as possi ble, different

geoqr aphi cal sections of the State. Not nore than fourteen of

such appoi ntnents by the Governor shall be of the sane political

party. O the nenbers first appointed, as desi gnated by the

Governor at the tine of each appoi ntnent, seven nmenbers shal

serve on the council for a termof one year, eight nenbers shal

serve for a termof two years and ei ght nenbers shall serve for

a termof three years. Any nenber appointed to fill a vacancy

occurring prior to the expiration of the termfor which his

pr edecessor was appoi nted shall be appointed for the renni nder

of such term Upon the expiration of the initial terns set forth

herei n, subsequent terns shall be for a period of three years.

Menbers shall be eligible for reappoi ntnent.

(c) The council shall provide for its organi zati on and

procedure including the sel ection of a chai rman and such ot her

officers as deened necessary.

(d) The citizen nmenbers of the council shall receive no

conpensation for their services on the council but shall be

19780H2287B2913 - 9 -
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rei nbursed by the departnent for any ordi nary and necessary

expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

(e) The council shall neet at | east once each quarter, or as

often as the chairnman of the council deens necessary, or upon

the witten request of ten of the voti ng nenbers of the council.

(f) The council shall have the foll owi ng powers and duti es:

(1) To review and conment upon reports of the Departnent of

Aging to the Governor and the General Assenbly.

(2) To prepare and subnmt to the Governor, the CGenera

Assenbly and the Secretary of the Departnment of Agi nhg an annual

report evaluating the level and quality of services provided to

the agi ng by State agenci es.

(3) To review and conment upon the conprehensive State pl an

prepared by the Departnent of Aging.

(4) To review and comment upon di sbursenents of public funds

to private agencies for the provision of services to the agi ng.

(5) To consult with the secretary regardi ng the operations

of the Departnent of Aging.

(6) Review and advi se the Secretary of the Departnent of

Agi ng concerning any requl ati on of the Departnent of Agi ng

relating to the funding or the provision of services by area

agenci es on agi ng.

Secti on 2203-A. Technical Advisory Conmittee of Aging.--(a)

There is created the Techni cal Advisory Comm ttee of Services

for the Agi ng which shall consist of the Secretary of Agi ng as

Chai rman, the secretaries of the follow ng departnments or their

desi gnees: Community Affairs, Education, Health, Labor and

| ndustry, Public Wel fare, Revenue and Transportati on.

(b)Y The Technical Advisory Commttee shall neet as often as

the chairman of the conm ttee deens necessary.

19780H2287B2913 - 10 -
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(c) The Technical Advisory Conmmittee shall serve as |liai son

bet ween the several State agencies and departnents to facilitate

the effective delivery of services and pl anning for services to

the aging.

Secti on 2204- A. Pl anni ng and Servi ce Area.--The Commpbnweal t h

shall be divided into district planning and servi ce areas

conti guous with the boundari es establi shed pursuant to the

provi sions of the act of October 20, 1966 (3rd Sp. Sess., P.L.96,

No.6), known as the "Mental Health and Mental Retardati on Act of

1966," unless the Secretary of Aging, after consultation with

the Council of Aging agrees to the recommendati ons of | ocal

authorities for a different geographi cal boundary. In

consi deri ng whether or not a different geographi cal boundary

shoul d be enpl oyed, the secretary shall consi der:

(1) Boundaries drawn and pl anned for adm ni strati on and

pl anni ng of social service prograns.

(2) Boundaries for county gover nnent.

(3) The geographical distribution of persons sixty years of

age or ol der.

(4) The needs of ol der persons for social service with

special attention to the needs of |low incone and mnority.

(5) The distribution of resources avail able to provide

soci al servi ces.

Secti on 2205-A. Desi gnat ed Area Agencies.--(a) For each

pl anni ng and service area there shall be an area agency

establi shed by the sane | ocal authority as that providing

community nental health and nental retardati on services unl ess

the secretary, after consultation with the Council of Aging,

agrees to a request by local authorities for delivery of aging

services by an entity other than the | ocal authority.
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(b) An area agency so desi gnated shall be (i) an established

office of aging; or (ii) any office or agency of the | ocal

authority, which is designated for this purpose by the chief

elected officials of the |local authority; or (iii) any office or

agency designated by the chief elected officials of a

conbi nation of |local authorities to act on behal f of such

conbi nation for this purpose, and nust provide assurance, found

adequate by the departnent, that it will have the ability to

devel op and adm ni ster an area plan. Wiere a nonpublic agency i s

al ready serving as an area agency for the aging, a | ocal

authority may not act as a desi gnated area agency for the agi ng

wi thout the prior express witten consent of the Secretary of

Agi ng. The approval granted by the secretary pursuant to this

section may be revoked by the secretary by witten notice

furni shed the | ocal authority one hundred days prior to the

begi nning of the fiscal year of the |ocal authority.

Secti on 2206-A. Area Agencies; Powers and Duties.--(a) The

area agency shall have the authority to act as an advocate at

all levels of governnent and within the community at |arqge for

the interests of older persons within the pl anni ng and service

area. It shall devel op a conprehensi ve and coordi nated syst em of

services for older persons within its planni ng and service area

as the departnment nay prescri be by requl ati on. The pl an shal

make provi sion for:

(1) Information and referral.

(2) Social service case nanagenent and casewor k services

i ncludi ng protective placenent and servi ces.

(3) Transportation services.

(4) Legal counseling and representation.

(5) |In-hone services including honemaker, hone chore
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1 services, and congregate and hone delivered neals.

2 (6) Assistance to secure adequate housing and health

3 services.

4 (7) O her services required by Federal |aw.

5 (b) The area agency shall provide for the establishnment of
6 an affiliated network of nulti-service centers and nei ghborhood
7 centers for older persons. Each center shall provide those

8 services required by the departnent in accordance with

9 regulations adopted by the departnent.

10 (c) The area agency shall give priority of services to older
11 persons with the greatest needs and | east resources. Factors

12 identifying older persons who are entitled to priority are:

13 (1) Functional disability, i.e., severe restriction of

14 ability to carry out daily activities.

15 (2) A oneness, i.e., living alone in a private apartnment or
16 hone _unacconpanied by a related adult.

17 (3) Advanced age, i.e., seventy-five years of age or above.
18 (4) Low incone.

19 (5) Services to mnorities in proportion to their nunbers
20 consistent with the provisions of the Hunman Rel ati ons Act.
21 (d) In carrying out this section, the area agency shal
22 attenpt to, ensure equal enploynent opportunities to ol der

N
w
=
D
=
n
o
>
(2]

24 (e) The area agency may grant to or contract with any public
25 or _nonprofit agency for the provisions of social services. The
26 area agency is authorized to use, with their consent, the

27 services, equipnent, personnel and facilities of Federal and

28 State agencies, with or without reinbursenent, and on a simlar
29 basis to cooperate with other public and private agencies, and

30 instrunentalities, in the use of services, equi pnent and
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facilities.

Section 2207-A. Area Agency Advi sory Boards.--(a) |In each

pl anni ng and service area, the |ocal authorities shall appoint

an advi sory board of at |least fifteen nenbers to the area

agency. The advi sory board shall consi st of:

(1) A nmjority of older persons, including an appropriate

representation of |lowincone and mnority ol der persons.

(2) Representatives of public and private agenci es serving

ol der persons.

(3) Menbers of the general public who are concerned with the

needs and i nterests of ol der persons.

(b) One-third of the nenbers shall be appointed for three

vear terns; one-third shall be appointed for two year terns;

one-third shall be appointed for one year terns. Al subseqguent

appoi ntnents shall be for terns of three years.

(c) Prior to making such appoi ntnents the chi ef el ected

officials of the local authority will appoint a nomnm nati ng panel
of five persons who will be representati ves of the general
public including older persons. It will be the function of the

panel to nom nate no fewer than two persons for each existing

vacancy on the advisory board. The chief elected officials of

the | ocal authority will appoi nt advi sory board nenbers only

fromthe list of nom nees subnitted by the panel.

Secti on 2208-A. Area Agency Advi sory Board; Powers and

Duties.--(a) The area agency advi sory board shall have the power

and its duty shall be:

(1) To hold public hearing on the needs and probl ens of

ol der persons.

(2) To review and eval uate the area agency's agi ng needs,

services, facilities and special problens in relation to the
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| ocal health and social service needs and prograns.

(3) Upon the occurrence of a vacancy, to recommend to | ocal

authorities not |less than two persons for the position of

adm ni strator. Such persons shall neet the standards of

pr of essi onal skills and experi ence as the Departnent of Agi ng

may establish by requlation. The | ocal authority may del egate to

t he advi sory board the power to appoint the adm ni strator.

(4) To devel op, together with the adm ni strator, annual area

(5) To nmke recomrendati ons regardi ng the program and any

other matters relating to services for the aging in the pl anni ng

and servi ce area.

(6) To act as an advocate and onbudsnman for ol der persons,

establi shing and nmai ntai ning a procedure for hearing conpl aints

and gri evances with respect to denial of services or

mal t r eat nent .

(7)) Area agency admi nistrative funds shall be nade avail abl e

by the area agency to i npl enent this section.

Secti on 2209-A. Area Agencies; Reports and Plans.--(a) The

area agency shall submt to the Departnent of Agi ng an annual

report describing and evaluating its prograns and servi ces

within thirty days after the close of the fiscal year.

(b)Y The area agency shall subnmt to the departnent for

approval an area plan ninety days prior to the start of the area

agency's fiscal year. |If the departnent approves the area pl an,

or fails to act within sixty days, the area plan shall go into

effect at the beginning of the fiscal year. |f the departnent

di sapproves the area plan, it shall forward the reasons for

di sapproval to the area agency whi ch shall have twenty days to

resubnmt an anended area plan. |If the departnent approves the
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resubmtted area plan, it shall be effective at the beqgi nni ng of

the fiscal year. |If the resubnitted area plan is di sapproved,

the departnment shall forward its revised area plan for

i npl enentati on by the area agency at the beqgi nning of the fiscal

year.

Section 2210-A. All ocation of Resources.--(a) The area

agency shall receive a basic allocation of resources, consisting

of State and Federal funds, based upon the proporti on of | ow

i ncone ol der persons who reside in the planning and service area

in relation to the total nunber of | ow incone ol der persons who

reside in the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a, except that each

area agency is entitled to a mnimum all ocati on of resources as

uni formy established by the secretary.

(b) The departnent nmay all ocate additi onal resources to area

agenci es based upon the total nunber of ol der persons who reside

within the planning and service area, the nunber of ol der

persons institutionalized, the availability of transportati on

services, the rural -urban distribution of ol der persons, the

need for social and nedi cal services, the anount of funds

devoted by county conni ssioners for ol der persons and ot her

speci al circunstances as detern ned by the conm ssi oner.

(c) Funds appropriated to carry out the purposes of this act

shall be distributed to the | ocal authorities as grants for

services to the aging, if there is an acceptable plan in

accordance with secti on 2209-A.

(d) Such funds as are required to carry out the purposes of

this act are herein authorized except that | ocal authority

financial participation may be required by the departnent at a

rate of not less than five percent and not nore than fifteen
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(e) The Departnent of Public Wel fare and the Departnent of

Agi ng shall consult with each other concerning the all ocati on

and expendi tures of funds received fromthe Federal Governnent

pursuant to Title XX of the Social Security Act and the O der

Anericans Act. Funds all ocated to the Departnent of Agi ng shal

be at | east equal to the anpunt allocated in fiscal year 1975-76

to prograns for the agi ng or such anobunt as nmay be authorized by

act of the General Assenbly.

Section 2211-A. Eval uati on. --(a) The Departnent of Agi ng

shall continually review and eval uate the activities of area

agenci es and the i npact and effecti veness of all prograns under

this act. The secretary shall seek the views of the council and

t he advi sory boards of area agencies in devel opi ng appropri ate

criteria for evaluations. The departnent shall ensure that

eval uati ons, including an onsite eval uati on, be made annual ly of

all area agency activities and prograns. A witten report of the

findings of the evaluation shall be subnitted to the area agency

subject to the evaluation and within thirty days shall be

avai lable to the public. In all evaluations, the departnent

shall obtain the views of program beneficiaries concerni ng

strengt hs and weaknesses of the program O her departnents and

agenci es of the Commpnweal th shall nmke avail able to the

departnent i nformati on necessary for such eval uati ons. Al

studi es, eval uati ons, proposals, and data produced or devel oped

by the agency shall becone the property of the Commpbnweal th and

be available to the public. A portion of all funds appropriated

for agi ng prograns shall be used for eval uati ons required or

aut hori zed by this section. Annually the departnent shall submt

to the Governor and the General Assenbly a report on its

activities including statistical data refl ecti ng servi ces and
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activities provided ol der persons during the precedi ng fiscal

year.

Secti on 2212-A. Denonstrati on Prograns.--l1n recognition of

the need for expanded know edge and experi ence concerni ng the

status of ol der persons in Pennsylvania, the Secretary of Agi ng

shall provide for research and denpnstrati on prograns for the

pur pose of:

(1) Studying current living conditions and needs of ol der

persons, wi th special enphasis on persons with | ow i ncone,

functional disabilities, advanced age and i solated |iving

si tuati ons.

(2) Studying existing nethods and alternatives for providing

services, prograns and opportunities to ol der persons.

(3) Ildentifying those factors of particul ar detri ment or

benefit to the welfare of ol der persons.

(4) Devel opi ng new approaches and alternatives for |living

arrangenents, social services, institutional care, health

services, legal representati on and the coordi nati on of comunity

services for ol der persons.

Section 2213-A. O der Wirkers.--The Departnent of Labor and

I ndustry shall have the power, and its duties shall be:

(a) To devel op through public enpl oynent offices specialized

services in counseling and pl acenent prograns for ol der workers,

and foster through cooperative effort the devel opment of the

facilities of other governnmental and private agencies for

expandi ng the opportunities and potentials of agi ng persons;

(b) To develop, in cooperation with the Federal Governnent,

State, |ocal and private agenci es, sound prograns for the

occupati onal rehabilitati on and vocati onal training of the

enpl oyed and unenpl oyed anong t he agi nq;
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(c) To conduct research with the view to reduci ng age

barriers in the hire, enpl oynent and retenti on of ol der workers,

i ncludi ng anal ysis of the nature and scope of the problens

confronti ng agi ng persons, the conpil ati on of adequate current

statistics with respect thereto, and the devel opnent of neasures

for inproving the utilization of older workers and their skills;

(d) To sponsor in conmmunities of the Conmbnweal t h

i nformati onal and educati onal prograns to aid in the hire,

enpl oynent and retenti on of ol der workers:

(e) To formulate and subnit to the Governor neasures for

elimnating age restrictions in public enpl oynent, reducing

relati ve costs incident to the enpl oynent of ol der workers, and

devel opi ng financial and other incentives in industry for their

enpl oynent ;

(f) To recommend to the Governor such specific proposals for

| egi sl ati on as are deened necessary and proper in such fields as

unenpl oynent conpensati on i nsurance, educati on, vocati onal

training and rehabilitation for easing and stinul ating the

enpl oynent of agi ng workers.

Section 8. Section 2328 of the act, anmended July 9, 1970
(P.L.470, No.161), is anended to read:

Section 2328. Powers and Duties of Advisory Conmittees.--The
[ Advi sory Committee for the Aging, the] Advisory Conmittee for
the Blind, the Advisory Comrittee for General and Speci al
Hospital s, the Advisory Conmittee for Children and Youth, the
Advi sory Committee for Public Assistance and the Advisory
Committee for Mental Health and Mental Retardation, shall,
concerning matters within their respective special fields of
interest, have the power and their duty shall be:

(a) To advise the appropriate nmajor programunit of the
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Department of Public Wl fare. This advice shall include, but
shall not be limted to, such matters as standards of
eligibility, nature and extent of service, anmounts of paynents
to individuals, standards of approval, certification and
Iicensure of institutions and agencies, ways and neans of
coordinating public and private welfare activities, and such
other matters as may, by law, require citizen review or may be
referred to the conmttees by the departnental units advised by
them and the Advisory Commttee for Mental Health and Mental
Ret ardati on shall al so have the power and duty to advise the
Governor and the Secretary of Public Welfare with regard to the
appoi ntment of the Comm ssioner of Mental Health.
(b) To arrange for and conduct such public hearings as may
be required by | aw or which they deem necessary and advi sabl e,
(c) To pronote better public understanding of the prograns
and objectives of the departnmental units advised by them and
(d) To make recommendations to the State Board of Public
Welfare on matters referred to the commttees for consideration
and advice, or as may be required to pronote the effectiveness
of the prograns, of the departnental units advised by them
Section 9. The Secretary of Aging shall receive an annual
sal ary, payable in sem -nonthly installnments of $35, 500.
Section 10. All personnel, allocations, appropriations,
equi pnent, files, records, contracts, agreenents, obligations,
and other materials which are used, enployed or expended by the
Department of Public Welfare, Departnent of Transportation,
Depart ment of Labor and Industry, and Departnent of Revenue in
connection with the powers, duties or functions exercised under
this act by the Departnment of Aging are hereby transferred to

the Departnent of Aging with the same force and effect as if the
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appropriations had been made to and said itens had been the
property of the Departnent of Aging in the first instance and as
if said contracts, agreenents and obligations had been incurred
or entered into by said Departnment of Aging.

Section 11. All positions in the Departnent of Aging shal
be deenmed to be included in the list of positions set forth in
section 3(d) of the act of August 5, 1941 (P.L.752, No.286),

known as the "G vil Service Act," and the provisions and
benefits of the act shall be applicable to the enpl oyees of, and
positions in, the departnment. Persons occupying such positions
on the day before the effective date of this act shall serve the
probati onary period authorized by section 603 of the "G vil

Service Act," beginning on the effective date of this act.

Section 12. (a) Section 601, act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31,
No. 21), known as the "Public Wl fare Code," is repeal ed.

(b) The act of January 22, 1968 (P.L.42, No. 8), known as
t he "Pennsyl vania Urban Mass Transportati on Assistance Law of
1967," is repealed in so far as it is inconsistent herewth.

(c) The act of March 11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3), known as the
"Senior Citizens Property Tax or Rent Rebate Act," is repeal ed
in so far as it is inconsistent herewth.

(d) The act of February 11, 1976 (P.L.14, No.10), known as
the "Pennsylvania Rural and Intercity Common Carrier Surface
Transportation Assistance Act," is repealed in so far as it is
i nconsi stent herew th.

(e) Al other acts and parts of acts are repealed in so far

as they are inconsistent herewth.

Section 13. This act shall take effect January 1, 1979.
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