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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2216 >3

| NTRODUCED BY W SE, HARPER, | RVIS, MANDERI NO, REED, FLAHERTY,
DAVI ES, GLEESON, J. L. WRIGHT JR , MEBUS, BROWN, HOEFFEL
KUKOVI CH, COLE, RHODES, | TKIN, HASKELL, M LANOVI CH, COHEN,
O DONNELL, SWEET, ZEARFGSS, LEVIN, HONAMAN, E. Z. TAYLOR
Pl CCOLA, SCI RI CA, COAELL, WLSON, M H GEORGE, POIT,
RI CHARDSON AND WHI TE, APRIL 3, 1978

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, APRIL 3, 1978

AN ACT
To provide for the civil enforcenent of certain rights and
responsi bilities of nenbers of the famly, including the
rights of children born out of wedlock; to provide for the
earnings; to set forth the duties of the court in matters

to provide procedures therefor; to provide for the

OCO~NOUITARWNE

10 of public noneys expended for care and assistance fromthe

enf orcenent of support, including attachnment of property and
pertaining to the famly and the support of its menbers and

determ ning of support for the famly; to determ ne paternity
of children born out of wedlock; to provide for the recovery

11 property and estate of certain persons; repealing and savi ng

12 fromrepeal certain acts.
13 TABLE OF CONTENTS

14 Chapter 1. Ceneral Provisions

15 Section 101. Short title.
16 Section 102. Purposes.
17 Section 103. Definitions.

18 Chapter 2. Rights and Responsibilities of Individuals
19 Section 201. Rights and duties.
20 Chapter 3. Power and Duties of the Court

21 Section 301. Civil proceedings.
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303. Consolidation.
Duties of the Director and the Domestic Rel ations
Di vi si on

401. Processing support actions.

402. Assistance to the court, other duties.
Duties of District Attorney or Donestic Rel ations
Di vi sion Attorney

501. Presentation of conplaints.

502. Representation of plaintiff.

503. Assignnents to donestic relations staff.
Det er mi nati on of Support

601. Ceneral provisions.

602. Marital status of parents.

603. Determ nation of paternity.

604. Effective date of order.

605. Order of support; periodicity of paynents.
Costs and Fees

701. Costs.

702. Counsel fees, costs and expenses.

Support Proceedi ngs

801. Who may file.

802. Commencenent of actions.

803. Venue.
Enf orcenent - WAge Attachnent

901. Authority of court.

902. Conpelling attendance.

903. Attachnent proceedi ngs.

904. \Wage attachnent.

905. Entry of support order or decree in court of
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1 common pl eas; execution against realty held by
2 entireties.

3 Chapter 10. Transfer of Jurisdiction and Court O der

4 Section 1001. Jurisdiction.

5 Section 1002. Notice to transfer.

6 Section 1003. Transfer of jurisdiction or order.

7 Chapter 11. |Intercounty Proceedi ngs

8 Section 1101. Intercounty proceedi ngs.

9 Chapter 12. Confidentiality

10 Section 1201. Confidential information; powers of courts.
11 Chapter 13. Relevancy to Other Acts

12 Section 1301. Support of persons in institutions and foster
13 hones.

14 Chapter 14. Repeals; General Construction; Effective Date

15 Section 1401. Repeals.

16 Section 1402. Saving cl ause.

17 Section 1403. GCeneral construction.

18 Section 1404. Effective date.

19 The CGeneral Assenbly of the Commonweal th of the Pennsyl vani a
20 hereby enacts as follows:
21 CHAPTER 1
22 CENERAL PROVI SI ONS
23 Section 101. Short title.
24 This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Fam |y
25 Support Law. "
26 Section 102. Purposes.
27 For the purpose of preserving famly life, pronoting famly
28 responsibility and the resolution of problens of disunity and
29 nonsupport in an atnospheres of good will and cooperation the

30 courts shall revise |local procedure and practices as of the
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1 effective date of this act in desertion and nonsupport actions
2 so as to exclusively utilize the civil procedures, renedi es and
3 services provided in this act or the act of Decenber 6, 1972

4 (P.L.1365, No.291), known as the "Revised Uniform Reci procal

5 Enforcenent of Support Act (1968)."

6 Section 103. Definitions.

7 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

8 have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the

9 neanings given to themin this section:

10 "Child." Any unemanci pated person under 18 years of age.

11 "Court." The court of common pleas acting through its famly
12 court division in Philadel phia and Al |l egheny Counties and

13 through its donestic relations division or divisions in the

14 other judicial districts.

15 "Director.” The officer appointed as director of the

16 donestic relations division.

17 "Donestic relations division." Includes a fam |y court

18 di vi sion.

19 "Support.™ Care, nmmintenance and financial assistance.
20 CHAPTER 2
21 RI GHTS AND RESPONSI BI LI TI ES OF | NDI VI DUALS
22 Section 201. Rights and duties.
23 Subj ect to the provisions of Chapter 6:
24 (1) A husband and wife are liable for the support of
25 each other according to their respective abilities to provide
26 such support.
27 (2) Parents are liable for the support of their child or
28 chil dren
29 CHAPTER 3
30 PONER AND DUTI ES OF THE COURT
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Section 301. Civil proceedings.

The court shall have the power to hear and determine in a
civil action all matters enbraced by the provisions of this act,
and its decrees and orders shall be subject to appeal as
provi ded by |law. The court shall have the power to nake a
support order in accordance with the provisions of this act and
shall have the power and responsibility for the enforcenent of
that order. The court shall have the power to enforce its
decrees by contenpt and attachnment proceedi ngs.

Section 302. Donestic relations division.

(a) In every judicial district of the Cormonwealth, there
shal | be established and maintai ned a donmestic relations
division or famly court division within each court of comon
pl eas or branch thereof.

(b) The court shall appoint a director of the donestic
relations division or famly court division of the court of
common pl eas who shall be a conpetent and qualified person and
have the power to appoint other supporting staff as it deens
necessary to effectively performthe work of the donestic
relations division. The court shall have the power to suspend
and renmove all enpl oyees of the donestic relations for cause and
to require of any enployee security for faithful performance.

(c) The donestic relations division may make full use of
services from ot her agencies concerned with matters com ng
wi thin the purview of the court under this act.

Section 303. Consolidation.

The court shall have the right to consolidate with any
support action any action filed for visitation, partial,
tenporary or permanent custody, or any other matters pertaining

to support authorized by |aw and which fairly and expeditiously
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may be determ ned and di sposed of in such actions.
CHAPTER 4
DUTI ES OF THE DI RECTOR AND
THE DOVESTI C RELATI ONS DI VI SI ON
Section 401. Processing support actions.

It shall be the duty of the director to receive and process
in accordance with law and rules of court, all conplaints filed
under this act and under the "Revised Uniform Reci procal
Enf or cenent of Support Act (1968)."

Section 402. Assistance to the court, other duties.

(a) It shall be the duty of the director to make such
i nvestigation as may be necessary, and to furnish the court such
i nformati on and assi stance as the court may require, and to
coll ect and pay over to the proper persons or agencies, noney
received, and, in general, to do and perform such services as
the court may direct.

(b) The director shall use all nmeans available to | ocate
respondents having the duty of support.

(c) As directed by the court, the director or his assistants
shall have full power and authority to detain by incarceration
or by other neans as ordered by the court any person who fails
to conply with an order of court or summons issued in any
pendi ng civil action for support pursuant to the provisions of
this act directing such person to appear for any hearing or who
is in substantial violation of the terns of an order of support.
Such detention shall be made only upon a wit of attachment or
witten order of the court.

(d) The director shall keep an account of all orders made by
the court and a record of all paynents nmade thereunder and shal

bring periodically to the attention of the court any default in
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conpliance with the court's order. The director shall conpile
appropriate data relating to the duties of the division and
shall nmake an annual report to the court.
CHAPTER 5
DUTI ES OF DI STRI CT ATTORNEY OR
DOMVESTI C RELATI ONS DI VI SI ON ATTORNEY
Section 501. Presentation of conplaints.

The district attorney shall at all tinmes furnish | egal advice
to the domestic relations director and aid in the enforcenent of
the duty of support and shall cooperate with the domestic
relations division in the preparation and presentation of
support conplaints and ancillary petitions and wits and in any
proceedi ng designed to obtain conpliance with any order of court
pursuant to this act or the "Revised Uniform Reciproca
Enf or cenent of Support Act (1968)."

Section 502. Representation of plaintiff.

The district attorney, upon the request of the court, the
director of the donestic relations division or a State or | ocal
public welfare official, shall represent the plaintiff and any
m nor child involved in any proceedi ng under this act.

Section 503. Assignnments to donmestic relations staff.

The district attorney shall assign to the staff of the
donmestic relations division such assistant district attorneys
necessary to carry out the duties assigned to himin this act
and to aid in the effective operation of the donestic relations
di vi si on.

CHAPTER 6
DETERM NATI ON OF SUPPORT
Section 601. General provisions.

(a) The court in making an award for support of a spouse
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shall consider all relevant factors including, but not limted
to, the reasonabl e needs of each spouse, the ability of each
spouse to provide for his or her own needs, the financial
resources, earnings and earning capacity of each spouse, the
nonnonetary contributions of either spouse toward the care and
mai nt enance of the other or of children, and the enployability
of either spouse in terns of age, physical or nmental health and
occupational skills.

(b) The court may order either or both parents to pay a
reasonabl e sumfor the care, nmaintenance and education of a
child or children according to the parents' respective abilities
to provide such support. In making such an award, the court
shall consider all relevant factors including, but not limted
to:

(1) the age, physical and enotional health, education or
vocati onal needs and aptitudes, enployability, and financi al
resources of the child or children;

(2) the standard of living, financial resources,
earni ngs, earning capacity and enployability of either or
both parents in ternms of age, physical or nental health and
occupational skills; and

(3) the nonnonetary contributions of either parent
toward the care and mai ntenance of the child or children.

(c) In determning the amount of a support order, no maxi mum
per cent age of incone and resources shall apply.

(d) An order of support may be awarded for a spouse agai nst
whom an action in divorce has been instituted.

Section 602. Marital status of parents.
In entering an order for the support of a child, no

distinction shall be nade because of the marital status of the
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parents.
Section 603. Determnation of paternity.

(a) |If a putative father denies paternity at the prehearing
conference or at the hearing, no further proceedings shall be
conducted under this act or under any other act which provides
for determ nation of support until the court determ nes the
i ssue of paternity.

(1) The defendant has an absolute right to trial by
jury. If he demands a jury trial, the court shall transfer
the case to the crimnal division to determne the paternity
issue. If the issue of paternity is determ ned adverse to the
def endant, the case shall be transferred back to the donestic
relations division for further proceedings to determ ne
support.

(2) |If the defendant waives a jury trial, the paternity
i ssue shall be decided in the donestic relations division. In
any event, with regard to the issue of paternity, the
def endant shall retain all the rights he woul d be accorded in
acrimnal trial, including, but not limted to, the right to
counsel and the right to have the issue determ ned beyond a
reasonabl e doubt. However, in a civil determ nation of
paternity, the plaintiff shall retain a right of appeal as in
any other civil action.

(b) Al actions to determ ne paternity shall be brought
within two years of the birth of the child, except where the
putative father shall have voluntarily contributed to the
support of the child, or shall have acknowl edged in witing his
paternity, in which case action may be brought at any tine
within two years of any such contribution or acknow edgnment by

the putative father.
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Section 604. Effective date of order.

The effective date of an order of support may be the date of
the prehearing conference or hearing or such date thereafter as
shall be deened consistent with the needs of the person
requiring support as well as the financial ability of the person
furni shing support. The hearing, or, if provided by l|local rule
of court, the prehearing conference, shall be schedul ed and held
no nore than seven days after the filing of the conplaint if
requested by the party filing the conpl aint.

Section 605. Oder of support; periodicity of paynents.

(a) An order of support shall be made payable to the
beneficiary or such other person as the court may direct, or to
the donestic relations division for transmttal to the person
designated by the court, or directly to a public agency or
directly to a private agency with the consent of the beneficiary
or other person whenever the care, maintenance and assi stance of
such person is provided for by such public or private agency.

(b) A support order shall be payable with the sane
periodicity as the usual pay periods of the defendant, but not
| ess frequently than once a nonth, or with such other
periodicity as the court shall direct.

CHAPTER 7
COSTS AND FEES
Section 701. Costs.

No costs for filing any conplaint shall be required to be
paid in advance. When it appears to the court that the parties,
or either of them are financially able to pay costs, the court
may i npose such costs and fees.

Section 702. Counsel fees, costs and expenses.

The court nay award reasonabl e counsel fees and expenses
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1 where a party has not in good faith attenpted to resolve

2 amcably the support obligation, has deliberately avoi ded the

3 process of the court, or in attachnment or contenpt proceedi ngs
4 if the court determines that there has been a flagrant and

5 wllful failure to conply with a support order. This section

6 shall not apply when a public agency is a party to the action.
7 CHAPTER 8

8 SUPPORT PROCEEDI NGS

9 Section 801. Wio may file.

10 Support proceedings shall be instituted by a conpl ai nt which
11 nmay be filed by any person:

12 (1) who is entitled to support for hinself or herself or
13 his or her child or children;

14 (2) on behalf of a child by a person other than a parent
15 havi ng the physical care or custody of the child wthout

16 appoi ntment as guardian ad litemif such person has been

17 awar ded custody of the child or the parents have agreed to
18 such custody; or

19 (3) by any public or private agency having any interest
20 in the care, maintenance or assistance of any person who is
21 entitled to support.
22 Section 802. Commencenent of actions.
23 (a) A support action under this act shall be commenced by
24 the filing in the donmestic relations division of a verified
25 conplaint which shall state substantially the follow ng:
26 (1) The plaintiff's name and address.
27 (2) The defendant's nane and | ast known address.
28 (3) The date and place of marriage, if married.
29 (4) The nanes, dates and places of birth and residence
30 of any children.
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1 (5) Date and circunstances of separation fromor failure
2 to support spouse or children.

3 (6) Usual occupation, enploynent and earni ngs of

4 plaintiff and defendant.

5 (7) Amount of public aid, if any.

6 (8) Any order of support in any other proceedi ngs and

7 anount of arrearages, if any.

8 (9) Such other matters as shall be directed by rule of

9 court.

10 (10) The conplaint nmay contain any information avail abl e
11 to aid in the location or identification of a defendant

12 i ncluding, but without limtation, by enuneration, a

13 phot ograph of the defendant, a description of any

14 di stingui shing marks on that person, other nanes and ali ases
15 by whi ch the defendant has been or is known, the defendant's
16 financial status, fingerprints, any any other avail able

17 | ocation or identification information.

18 (b) Every conplaint for support shall contain an order

19 directing the defendant to appear for a prehearing conference or
20 a hearing at a tine and place specified in the order.
21 (c) Every conplaint for support and order to appear shall be
22 served on the defendant in any one of the follow ng nmanners:
23 (1) in accordance with the rules of civil procedure
24 relating to an action in equity;
25 (2) by sending two copies of the conplaint, one by
26 regi stered nmail, deliver to addressee only, return receipt
27 requested, and one by ordinary nmail to the defendant's | ast
28 known address, whether residence or business; or
29 (3) as may be authorized by court.
30 (d) Responsive pleadings and notices to defend or plead
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shall not be required.
Section 803. \Venue.

An action agai nst an individual may be brought in and only

(1) The county in which the defendant resides.

(2) The county in which the defendant is regularly
enpl oyed.

(3) The county where the last nmarital domcile was

| ocated if the plaintiff continues to reside therein.

(4) Any county nore convenient to the defendant if venue

IS not contested.

CHAPTER 9
ENFORCEMENT - WAGE ATTACHVENT
Section 901. Authority of court.

(a) The court, upon receiving information either through
witten application or at any hearing, that there is failure to
conply with a court order of support, may issue attachnent
proceedi ngs, directed to the sheriff or other proper officer of
the county or another county, directing that the person named be
brought before the court at such tinme as the court nmay direct.

(b) Any person who is found, after hearing, to have
willfully failed to conply with any order of the court may be
adj udged in contenpt of court and may be puni shed by the court
by commtnent to the county prison or house of correction until
conpliance with said order, but in no case for a period
exceeding six nonths; the court in its order shall state the
condi tions upon which fulfillment will result in the rel ease of
such person.

Section 902. Conpelling attendance.

At all stages of proceedi ngs provided under this act, the
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court may conpel the attendance, by attachment process directed
to the sheriff or other proper officer, directing and conmandi ng
that the person named as having failed to appear be brought
before the court at such tine as the court may direct, at which
time the court may adj udge such person in contenpt of court,

and, in its discretion, may commt such person to the county
prison until conpliance or for a period not exceeding six

nont hs.

Section 903. Attachment proceedi ngs.

If, at any stage of the proceedings under this act, when it
is believed that the respondent is about to | eave the
jurisdiction, at the discretion of the court, an attachnent may
be issued by the court directed to the sheriff or other proper
of ficer, directing and conmandi ng that the person naned be
brought before the court at such tinme as the court nmay direct,
at which time the court may direct that the person naned give
security by one or nore sureties to appear when directed by the
court or to conply with any order of the court.

Section 904. Wage attachnent.

(a) On the notion of the plaintiff, the court may issue an
order attaching the wages, salary or comm ssions of the
defendant, to the defendant's enployer if there has been a
failure to pay an order for support in the follow ng manner:

(1) A certified copy of the order of support shall be
served on the enployer, whether a corporation, the United
States, the Conmonweal th, or any political subdivision,
associ ation, conpany, firmor individual and shall be served
by certified mail or by any adult person or in any other
manner provi ded by | aw.

(2) Such certified copy of the order shall contain an

19780H2216B2823 - 14 -



1 order directing the enployer to nmake a full answer, within

2 ten days after service of the order, of the anpbunt of wages,
3 sal ary or conm ssions of the defendant, and further directing
4 the enpl oyer to pay to the donmestic relations division an

5 anount equal to the support owed under the order as it

6 represents a share of his earnings during each pay period

7 until further order of court.

8 (3) The court shall determ ne the anount of wages,

9 sal ary or conm ssion which shall be regularly paid by the

10 enpl oyer to the donestic relations division and shall so

11 notify the enployer within 30 days of receipt of the

12 statement fromthe enpl oyer

13 (4) Thereafter, it shall be the duty of the enployer to
14 pay such amount regularly to the domestic relations division
15 and upon failure so to pay shall be in contenpt and subj ect
16 to the court's order as now provided in proceedi ngs agai nst
17 the defendant in this chapter. The enployer is authorized to
18 deduct 2% of the anmpunt paid under the order fromthe wages
19 of the defendant for clerical work and expenses involved in
20 conpl ying therewth.
21 (5) Such attachnent shall continue until discharged by
22 order of the court.
23 (6) An enployer shall not use such attachnent of wages,
24 salary or conm ssions as a basis, in whole or in part, for
25 t he di scharge of an enployee or for any disciplinary action
26 agai nst any enpl oyee.
27 (7) Conpliance by an enployer with an order of
28 attachnment of wages, salary or comm ssions operates as a
29 di scharge of the enployer's liability to the enployee as to
30 that portion of the enployee's earnings so affected.
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Section 905. Entry of support order or decree in court of
common pl eas; execution against realty held by
entireties.

(a) Wenever a husband and wife shall hold real estate by
entireties and one spouse has heretofore secured or shal
hereafter secure a sentence, order or decree of court agai nst
t he ot her spouse for the support of the spouse or of their child
or children, or of the child or children of the defendant, or
for support of both the spouse and child or children, and a copy
of such sentence, order or decree has been certified to any
court of common pleas of any county in this Comonweal th in
which the real estate so held by entireties is situated, the
said order, decree or judgnent shall be entered in the said
court of common pleas as a judgnment therein with |ike force and
effect as if the same had been recovered therein as a judgnent
of the latter court; and it shall be lawful to issue execution
on such judgnent agai nst such real estate so held by entireties
and to sell the sanme in the manner provided by |aw for the sale
of real estate on execution issued on a judgnment, but, in any
such wits of execution thereon, the defendant therein shall not
be entitled to the benefit of any exenption |aws, and said real
estate may be sold without inquisition. The sale of any real
estate, under the provisions of this act, shall convey to the
pur chaser or purchasers thereof a good and valid title to such
real estate, and shall vest in himor themthe entire title of
both the husband and wife in the sane manner and to the sane
effect as if both husband and wife had joined in the conveyance
of sane.

(b) The dependent spouse shall be entitled out of the

proceeds of such sale to one-half of the sum which represents
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his heretofore undivided one-half interest in the property. He
may petition the court of common pleas of the county where such
real estate is situated, either before or after the sale of such
property by execution, setting forth his claim and the said
court shall fix a day to hear the sane. Service upon the

def endant in such case shall be personally, or in the manner
provided in the act of April 6, 1859 (P.L.387, No.387), entitled
"An act to authorize Execution of Process in certain cases in
Equity, concerning property within the Jurisdiction of the

Court, and on Defendants not resident or found therein." Service
havi ng been made as aforesaid, the court shall, upon hearing the
claim make such decree as shall be proper. In such hearing both
husband and wi fe shall be conpetent w tnesses. The court shal
have the power, in the course of such hearing, to determ ne by
cl ear and convi ncing evidence that the defendant did not intend
his contributions to the property to be a gift to the dependent
spouse and comruni cated such to the dependent spouse at the tine
of the purchase. If such a determ nation is nmade, the court

shall allot to the dependent spouse only such interest in the
proceeds as is proportionate to his contribution to the original
pur chase noney.

(c) The court of conmon pleas shall at the tinme of the
hearing, or thereafter, appoint a trustee, who shall receive
fromthe sheriff the proceeds of the sale of such property after
the costs have been paid. Such trustee shall, out of such funds,
pay to the aforesaid such anobunt of noney as the court nay have
decreed to himas his share in the property sold, and al so such
sums of noney and interest thereon fromthe tinme the respective
itenms maki ng up the sane becane due and payabl e, which are due

and payabl e by virtue of the order of support herein nentioned,
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and the trustee shall also pay to the dependent spouse such
further suns as he nmay be entitled to under any order of court
for the support of that spouse or of the children of that
marri age.

(d) Should the dependent spouse become the purchaser at said
execution sale, he shall be entitled to a credit on the purchase
price thereof for such suns as nay have been found by the court
to represent his share in such property, and also for such suns
of noney as may be due himformthe defendant, under the order
of support upon which the execution was issued, at the tinme of
the said sale, together with interest on said suns due himfor
support fromthe tine the respective suns becone due. Such
credit shall be allowed himby the sheriff, or he may assign the
several suns due him as aforesaid, to the purchaser of said
property, whereupon credit shall be given the purchaser by the
sheriff for the anpbunt so assi gned.

(e) Upon and after the divorce of any spouse who is tenant
by entireties of real estate with his former spouse, such
di vorced spouse shall be entitled to all the rights and renedi es
provided in this act for the collection of any suns of nobney
ordered and directed by any conpetent court of this Commonweal t h
to be paid to himfor the support of their children and the
children of the defendant, as fully as if no divorce had
occurred. Upon the sale of said real estate for the collection
of any noney due hi munder any order or decree of any court, he
shall be entitled to receive therefromsuch sum of noney as
represents his share of such property, as decreed by the court
under the provisions of subsection (b), together with such suns
as may be due to himunder and by virtue of an order or decree

of support agai nst the defendant.
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CHAPTER 10
TRANSFER OF JURI SDI CTI ON AND COURT ORDER
Section 1001. Jurisdiction.

The court naking the support order shall at all tines
mai ntain jurisdiction of the case for the purpose of enforcenent
of the order and for the purpose of increasing, decreasing,
nodi fyi ng or rescinding such order, without Iimting the right
of a plaintiff to institute additional proceedings for support
in any county wherein the defendant resides or where his
property is situated.

Section 1002. Notice to transfer.

On notion of any party, if the plaintiff or the defendant has
subsequent |y established residence in a county other than the
county where the order has been originally entered, and the
ot her party does not object within 20 days after notice of the
requested transfer, the order may be transferred to the county
of new residence.

Section 1003. Transfer of jurisdiction or order.

(a) |If a support order has been ordered transferred to
anot her county, in accordance with section 1002, such order
shall be entered in the new county upon the forwarding of three
certified copies of the order of support and arrearages which
have accrued thereunder, along with verified information as to
def endant's address. The court to which such support order is so
certified shall accept such order and regi ster sane.

(b) Wthin ten days after receipt of such certification, the
court shall notify defendant of the transfer of the order by
regi stered nmail or any other neans of service as provided by
I aw.

(c) Said registered court order from another county shall be

19780H2216B2823 - 19 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N RN NN RN NN N NN R B R B R R R R R e
© 0O N O U~ W N B O © 0 N o o M W N B O

30

treated in the sane manner as a support order issued in the
county to which the order was transferred. It shall have the
same effect and is subject to the same procedures, defenses and
proceedi ngs for revision, vacating or staying and may be
enforced in |ike manner.
CHAPTER 11

I NTERCOUNTY PROCEEDI NGS
Section 1101. Intercounty proceedi ngs.

A plaintiff may proceed either under this act or under the
provi sions of the "Revised Uniform Reci procal Enforcenent of
Support Act (1968)," if proper jurisdiction and venue is
appl i cabl e.

CHAPTER 12
CONFI DENTI ALI TY
Section 1201. Confidential information; powers of courts.

In order to pronote trust and confidence and to provide a
maxi mum of service in the nost econom cal manner, al
i nformati on obtained by or for a court or by or for enforcenent
officials in connection with this act shall be held confidential
and shall be used only for the purpose of this act.

CHAPTER 13
RELEVANCY TO OTHER ACTS
Section 1301. Support of persons in institutions and foster
hones.

Support of persons living in public or private institutions
or receiving foster home care, who would be entitled to support
under this act, shall be determ ned by the court under the
provi sions of the acts pertaining to such care and
institutionalization.

CHAPTER 14

19780H2216B2823 - 20 -
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REPEALS; GENERAL CONSTRUCTI ON; EFFECTI VE DATE
Section 1401. Repeals.

(a) The following acts or parts of acts are repeal ed
absol utely:

Act of April 22, 1850 (P.L.549, No.342), entitled "A
Suppl ement to an act, entitled "An Act to prevent waste in
certain cases within this commonweal th,' passed the twenty-ninth
day of March, one thousand ei ght hundred and twenty-two; to | and
and buil di ng associ ations; giving the court of Susquehanna
county jurisdiction in a certain case; relative to the service
of process in certain cases; to party walls in Wst
Phi | adel phia; to the proof of a certain will; to the sale and
purchase of certain burial grounds in Philadelphia; to the
| aying of gas pipes in the district of Myanensing; to the
rel ease of certain sureties in Erie county; to the State Lunatic
hospital; relative to the service of process against sheriffs;
to the rights of married wonen; to ground rents; and relating to
foreign i nsurance conpanies.”

Act of May 23, 1907 (P.L.227, No.176), entitled "An act
relating to husband and wife, and to enlarge the rights and
remedi es of married wonen in case of desertion or non-support by
husband. "

Act of June 11, 1913 (P.L.468, No.313), entitled "An act to
provi de for the execution of orders of the court of quarter
sessions, or other court of conpetent jurisdiction, for support
and mai ntenance of a wife or children, or both, and for the
execution of judgment entered upon contracts for such support
and mai nt enance, by subjecting estates owned by the husband and
wife by entireties, and the rents, issues and profits thereof,

to such executions; defining the title of the purchaser at the
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sheriff's sale on such executions; and providing for the
application of the proceeds of such sales.™

Act of May 10, 1921 (P.L.434, No.210), entitled "An act to
enpower courts of conpetent jurisdiction to issue wits of
execution agai nst property of defendant, and attachnent
execution or in the nature of attachnent execution agai nst
trusts, including those comonly known as spendthrift trusts, no
matter when such trusts were created, in cases where an order,
award, or decree has been made agai nst a husband for the support
of his wife or children or both; making such attachnent
execution against trusts a continuing lien and levy for fifty
per centum of such noney or property until the order, judgnent,
or decree is paid in full with costs; and abolishing the benefit
of the exenption law in such cases.”

Act of May 24, 1923 (P.L.446, No.238), entitled "An act
authorizing the sale of real estate held by entireties by
husband and wi fe when an order of support has been secured
agai nst the husband who has neglected to conply with the sane,
or whose whereabouts is unknown, or who has absented hinself
fromthis Conmonweal th; prescribing the procedure to be
foll owed; permtting husband and wife to testify; providing for
t he disposition of the proceeds of such sale; and granting a
di vorced woman the sane rights under this act as a wife."

Section 7, act of June 24, 1937 (P.L.2045, No.397), known as
"The Support Law. "

(b) The follow ng provisions of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes are repeal ed absolutely: Title 18 Pa.C. S.
88 4321, 4322 and 4323(b),(c) and (d).

(c) Al other acts and parts of acts are repeal ed i nsofar as

they are inconsistent herewth.
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Section 1402. Saving cl ause.

This act shall not repeal or nodify any of the provisions of
the foll ow ng acts:

Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, act of June 24, 1937 (P.L.2045,
No. 397), known as "The Support Law. "

Section 6, act of July 13, 1961 (P.L.587, No.286), known as
the "Uniform Act on Blood Tests to Determne Paternity.”

The act of Decenber 6, 1972 (P.L.1365, No.291), known as the
"Revi sed Uni form Reci procal Enforcenent of Support Act (1968)."
Section 1403. GCeneral construction.

The provisions of this act, so far as they are the sanme as
those of existing |laws, are intended as a continuation of such
| aws and not as new enactnents. The provisions of this act shal
not affect any court order or decree entered, act done,
liability incurred or right accrued or vested. They shall not
affect any suit pending. They shall not affect the ability to
enforce any right or penalty or punish any offense under the
authority of such repeal ed | aws.

Section 1404. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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