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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1372 %5

I NTRODUCED BY BI TTLE AND SHUMAN, JUNE 21, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JUNE 21, 1977
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a

Consol i dated Statutes, naking self-defense an affirmative

def ense.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 505 of Title 18, act of Novenber 25, 1970
(P.L.707, No.230), known as the Pennsyl vani a Consol i dat ed
Statutes, is anended by adding a subsection to read:

8§ 505. Use of force in self-protection.

* * %

(d) Self-defense an affirnati ve defense.--The use of force

in self-protection under this section is a defense if the

def endant bei ng prosecuted proves by a preponderance of the

evidence that the force with which he protected hinmself from

anot her was necessary and justifi abl e.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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