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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 478 %5

| NTRODUCED BY HASAY, MACKOWBKI, NOYE, KUSSE, LEVI, HELFRI CK
THOMAS, DeVERTER, L. E. SM TH, GALLEN, BURD, LYNCH
FREI ND, SPI TZ, ZEARFGSS, HASKELL, M LLER, GEESEY, GOEBEL
E. H SMTH S. E. HAYES, W W FOSTER, KLI NGAVAN
WAGNER, CESSAR, MANM LLER, SIRIANNI, PI CCOLA AND
E. Z. TAYLOR, MARCH 2, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, MARCH 2, 1977
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare | aws of the Commonweal th," requiring abl e-bodi ed
persons receiving public assistance to work on assigned | ocal
gover nment al j obs.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known
as the "Public Wl fare Code,"” is anended by adding a section to
read:

Secti on 405.2. Abl e-bodi ed Persons Receiving Public

Assi stance to Work on Local Jobs.-- (a) All abl e-bodi ed persons

recei ving public assi stance who have reqi stered in conpliance

wi th subsection (a) of section 405.1 but have not as yet been

enpl oyed shall perform such work as nay be assigned to them by

the departnment on | ocal governnental jobs relating to

environnental protection, road repair or projects to i nprove
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urban living conditions. The departnent shall provide for

physi cal exani nati ons of such persons by departnental physici ans

to determne the fact of their being abl e-bodi ed. Any such

person found to be abl e-bodi ed refusing to perform such work

shall receive no further general assi stance paynents until he

shall have conplied with the provisions of this section.

(b)Y The departnent shall nake avail able each nonth to | oca

gover nnent al agenci es the nunber of abl e-bodi ed persons

recei ving public assi stance who are avail able for enpl oynent,

classified by occupati on and political subdivision.

(c) Local governnment agenci es shall furnish enpl oynent for

as nany abl e-bodi ed persons as their supervision will permt.

They shall designate to the departnent the nunber of persons

that can be used, and the character of the work for which they

are required. Thereupon, the departnent shall notify the

requi red nunber of such persons to report for work for a

speci fi ed nunber of hours each week, at a tinme and pl ace

designated in the notice. Such services shall be rendered free

of charge to the governnental agencies, except for the cost of

transportation if the di stance from such person's resi dence to

the work project exceeds two and one-half mles, in which case

such persons shall be required to report to sone desi gnated

point within two and one-half nmles fromtheir residence from

whi ch transportation shall be furni shed.

(d) During any week any such person shall work in return for

assi stance recei ved, he shall be required to work only such

nunber of hours as he would work if paid a conpensati on equal to

such assi stance at the prevailing rate of pay in the locality

where the work i s being done. Such work shall be perfornmed

during the week for which the assistance is being or is to be
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recei ved. The departnent shall, in all cases, be the judge of

the prevailing rate of pay in the locality for the particul ar

type of work.

(e) Any such person receiving assi stance who fails to appear

for work at the tine and pl ace specified in any notice fromthe

departnent, or who fails to continue at the work as | ong as

required so to do, without reason deened sufficient by the

departnent, shall be deened to have refused to work, and shal

be refused further general assi stance.

(f) The projects or work to which such persons shall be

assi gned by the departnent shall not be in substituti on of

exi sting projects, or of projects which could be sponsored under

Federal prograns, or work which the State or political

subdi vi si ons have undertaken or contracts entered i nto by them

so as to decrease the Federal funds avail able for work projects

or so as to displace any present or contenpl ated enpl oynent; but

the work to which the unenpl oyed enpl oyabl es are assi gned shal

be in additi on and suppl enentary to any exi sting Federal

projects or to any projects, work or contracts now bei ng

perforned, undertaken or to be perforned or undertaken in the

usual and requl ar course of the needs and requirenents of the

State or any political subdivision.

(g) No person receiving public assistance shall be assi gned

to any work that is in conpetition with any gai nfully enpl oyed

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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