PRINTER S NO. 49

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 49 o’

| NTRODUCED BY Di CARLO, LINCOLN, A. P. KELLY, G LLETTE, CASSI DY,
COLE AND CALTAG RONE, JANUARY 19, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, JANUARY 19, 1977
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare | aws of the Commonweal th," changi ng provisions
relating to the Enploynent Fund for the Blind.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 803, act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31,
No. 21), known as the "Public Wl fare Code," anmended July 27,
1967 (P.L.187, No.59), is anended to read:
Section 803. Business Enterprises; Equipnent; Leases;
Repaynent . - - The departnent is hereby authorized to purchase,
own, install, maintain, license and | ease equi pnent, accessories
and vendi ng machines to be used for suitabl e business
enterprises for or on behalf of the blind and to advance to
deserving blind persons out of noneys in the enpl oynent fund for
the blind, such reasonabl e anobunts as may be consi dered proper
to enabl e such blind persons to purchase the nerchandi se,

equi pnent, stock and accessories necessary to put into operation

a vending or refreshment stand or other suitable business
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enterprises in some suitable |ocation to be | eased or arranged
for by the departnent. Pennsylvania blind veterans of the world
wars shall be given first preference for |ocations established,
in accordance with the provisions of the Federal Randol ph-
Sheppard Act (20 U S. C. A Sec. 107, et seq.), and the rules
and regul ati ons pursuant thereto.

Such business enterprises shall be approved by the departnent
and supervised periodically by the departnent.

The | eases or permts for the installation and operation of
any such stands or other suitable business enterprises shall be
secured by the departnent in its own nane.

Any noneys advanced to a blind person under the authority of
this act shall be repaid by such person in nonthly installnments,
whi ch shall in no case be |ess than two percent of the gross
nont hly sal es made at the stand or business in question.

Equi prrent and accessories purchased, owned, installed and
mai nt ai ned by the departnment nay be | eased to deserving blind
persons for an anobunt not to exceed four percent of the gross
nmont hly sal es, except in those |ocations in which the gross
nonthly sal es do not exceed one thousand dollars ($1, 000). Such
rental in these |locations shall not exceed one percent of the
gross nmonthly sales. The department shall periodically regul ate
the rental fees charged to such blind persons in accordance with
the regul ations to be adopted by it, in such a manner as to
achi eve approxi mate equality of opportunity to such blind
persons[, and to assure that the fund shall at no tinme exceed
one hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000)]. The depart nment
shall transmt all such repaynents and rental fees into the
State Treasury, where they shall be credited to the Enpl oynent

Fund for the Blind, except that the fund shall at no time exceed

19770H0049B0049 - 2 -



1 five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) and any anpunt in

2 excess of this |limt shall be credited to the CGeneral Fund.

3 The departnent is authorized to receive and transmt to the

4 State Treasury for credit to the Enploynent Fund for the Blind,
5 all noneys heretofore or hereafter received by the Commonweal t h
6 on account of contracts between the Comonweal th, acting through
7 the Departnent of [Property and Supplies] General Services and

8 vendi ng machi ne owners, whereby the Commonwealth is to receive a
9 percentage of the profits fromvendi ng machi nes operated in
10 State buildings, except for those vending nachines in State
11 buildings wherein a restaurant or cafeteria is operated by the
12 Department of [Property and Supplies] CGeneral Services.
13 Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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