PRINTER S NO. 2444

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 181  *%n”

I NTRODUCED BY REED, OCTOBER 30, 1975

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, NOVEMBER 17, 1975
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In the House of Representatives, Cctober 30, 1975

WHEREAS, The firm of Cole, Layer and Trunble, of Dayton,
Ohio, is conducting real estate tax reassessnments in Dauphin
County under contract signed by the conm ssioners of that
county. Said firmperformed simlar work in other counties in
t he Commonweal t h including Allegheny, Bucks, Chester, Canbria
and \West norel and; and

WHEREAS, Di screpanci es have been reported in Dauphin County
as well as other counties in Pennsylvania where this firm has
conduct ed reassessnent work. Anmong those conplaints in Dauphin
County are (1) that the firmhas given preferential, favorable
treatment to various corporate and political interests; (2) that
properties have not been visited or given any on-site inspection
to determ ne condition, extent of devel opnent or inprovenents or
ot her such information used to determ ne a proper real estate
assessnent; (3) that sone staff used to conduct assessnents were
not properly prepared or trained to conduct such work with a
know edge of professionally accepted standards and factors by

which to deternm ne real estate assessnents; and
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WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Justi ce Departnment has done
prelimnary investigations into simlar kinds of conplaints from
ot her counties regarding the sanme firm and

WHEREAS, The matter of real estate assessnments is a serious
one which determ nes the base on which real estate taxes are
| evied as well as nmany ot her considerations and the assessnent
of all properties wthout favorable or unfavorable prejudice to
any class of property owner is of great inportance toward
establishing equitable | evels of taxation; and

WHEREAS, Consuner protection advocates, notably Ral ph Nader,
whose Public Interest Research G oup is based in Washi ngton,
D.C., have reported that simlar problens and conpl aints have
been received fromother states of the Nation regarding the sane
firminvolved in the same assessnment work; and

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives, concerned about
equi tabl e taxation in Pennsylvania, should review the conduct of
this specific firm therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may hol d hearings, take
testinmony, and make its investigations at such places as it
deens necessary. It may issue subpoenas under the hand and seal
of its chairman commandi ng any person to appear before it and to
answer questions touching matters properly being inquired into
by the conmittee and to produce such books, papers, records and
docunents as the commttee deens necessary. Such subpoenas may
be served upon any person and shall have the force and effect of
subpoenas issued out of the courts of this Conmonweal th. Any
person who wilfully neglects or refuses to testify before the
commttee or to produce any books, papers, records or docunents,
shall be subject to the penalties provided by the | aws of the

Commponweal th in such case. Each menber of the commttee shal
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1 have power to adm nister oaths and affirmations to w tnesses

2 appearing before the commttee; and be it further

3 RESCLVED, That within 30 cal endar days after the commttee

4 has made its report, the chairman of the commttee shall cause a
5 record of all expenses incurred by the commttee, or the nenbers
6 thereof, which are payable at Commonweal th expense, to be filed
7 wth the Speaker of the House and the Speaker shall cause the

8 sane to be entered in the journal thereof. No expenses incurred
9 by the conmttee or any nenber thereof shall be reinbursable by
10 the Chief Cerk unless such expense shall first have been

11 included as an expense itemin the record heretofore required,
12 and be it further

13 RESCLVED, That the House Finance Conmittee do hereby conduct
14 a conplete review and investigation into the facts regarding

15 assessnent activities of Cole, Layer and Trunbl e Conpany in

16 Dauphin and other counties to determne the validity of

17 conplaints received and recommend, follow ng the conpl etion of
18 such a review, to the General Assenbly any |egislative actions
19 to correct or prevent such situations in real estate assessnent
20 work in the Commonwealth.
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