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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 893  *un”

I NTRODUCED BY ENGLEHART, VALI CENTI, NOVAK, FEE, MANDERI NO
DOVBROWBKI , BELLOM NI, G LLETTE, COWAELL, ROVANELLI,
M E. MLLER HASKELL, TRELLO ABRAHAM BLACKWELL, RGCSS,
WARGO, MUSTO, MRKONI C, FLAHERTY AND FI SCHER, MARCH 20, 1975

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, MARCH 20, 1975
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AN ACT
Providing for precautions to be taken in the proximty of high-
voltage lines for the prevention of accidents; providing
powers of adm nistration and enforcenent to the Departnent of

Labor and Industry and prescribing penalties for violations.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Definitions.--As used in this act:

"Departnment” mneans the Departnment of Labor and I ndustry.

"Hi gh-voltage |ines" neans electrical conducting |ines, wres
or cables having a voltage differential in excess of 750 volts
bet ween any pair of conductors or between any conductor and
gr ound.

Section 2. Prohibited Activity.--(a) No enpl oyer or
supervi si ng agent of an enployer shall require or permt an
enpl oyee to participate in the operation, erection,
transportation, handling, or storage of any tools, machinery,

equi pnrent, supplies, materials, or apparatus or the noving of

any building, if in the course of such operation, erection,
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transportation, handling, storage or noving it is possible for
such tools, nmachinery, equipnent, supplies, materials, apparatus
or building, to conme within six feet of a high-voltage line, or
to participate in any activity which woul d cause the enpl oyee to
come within six feet of a high-voltage line, unless
precautionary action has been taken to protect against the
danger from contact with such high-voltage |line, either by de-
energi zi ng such high-voltage |ine and grounding it where
necessary, or by using other effective methods or devices which
have been approved in advance by the departnment for the
particul ar case and for the particular |ocation.

(b) No person shall operate, erect, transport, handle or
store any tools, machinery, equipnment, supplies, materials or
apparatus, or nove any building, if in the course of such
operation, erection, transportation, handling, storage or
nmoving, it is possible for such tools, machinery, equipnent,
supplies, materials, apparatus or building, to come within six
feet of a high-voltage |ine unless precautionary action has been
taken to protect against the danger from contact with such high-
vol tage line either by de-energizing such high-voltage |line and
grounding it where necessary, or by using other effective
nmet hods or devi ces which have been approved in advance by the
departnent for the particular case and for the particul ar
| ocati on.

(c) In no case shall the required six-foot clearance be
provi ded by nmoving or displacing any conductor, except where the
same is tenporarily relocated pursuant to arrangenents nmade wth
t he owner or person in charge of the high-voltage |ine.

(d) No enployer or supervising agent of an enpl oyer shal

require or permt an enployee to, and no enpl oyee shal
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participate in the erection, nmaintenance, repair, construction
or installation, whether or not such work is for energency
pur poses, of high-voltage Iines having a voltage differential in
excess of 13,200 volts between any pair of conductors or in
excess of 7,600 volts between any conductor and ground, unless
any and all such conductors are de-energi zed before such work is
commenced, or unless such work is perforned on any energi zed
conductor or equi pnent through approved hot stick nmethods which
do not include handling such high-voltage Iines with gl oves or
bare handed net hod.

Section 3. Warning Sign Required.--The owner, agent, |essee,
bai | ee, user, or enployer responsible for the operations of
equi pnent capable of comng in contact with a high-voltage line
in the course of its operation, shall post and maintain in plain
vi ew of the operator on each piece of such equi pnent, an
approved durable warning sign legible at a distance of 12 feet
reading "Unlawful to operate this equipnment within six feet of

hi gh-vol tage lines." The owner, agent, |essee, bailee, user, or
enpl oyer responsible for the operations of equi prment shal
provi de such other warning signs on equi pment or at the work
site as may be required by regul ations promnul gated hereunder.
The requi renment that warning signs be posted shall not apply to
rail way equi pnment operating on railway right-of-way in relation
to hi gh-vol tage conductors of such railway system under
conditions for which exenption is granted under section 7.
Section 4. Notification to Power Conpany and Responsibility
for Saf eguards. --Wenever activity is to be perforned requiring
precautionary action under section 2, the enployer, contractor

or other person responsible for the activity shall, pronptly

notify the owner or person in charge of the high-voltage |ine of
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the intended activity and shall fully conply with and shall be
responsi ble for the cost and for the conpletion of the
precautionary action required under section 2 before proceedi ng
with such activity.

Section 5. Enforcenent.--The departnent shall adm nister and
enforce the provisions of this act and is hereby enpowered to
prescri be and promul gate rul es and regul ati ons consi st ent
her ew t h.

Section 6. Penalties.--Any person violating any of the
provi sions of this act shall be liable to a penalty of $300 in a
summary proceeding. Any violation of the act by an officer,
agent or enployee shall also be a violation of the act by his
enpl oyer if such enpl oyer had know edge of and actual control
over the cause of such violation. Were the violation is of a
continuing nature each day during which it continues, shal
constitute an additional, separate and distinct offense.

Section 7. Exceptions.--(a) This act shall not be construed
as applying to the construction, reconstruction, operation, and
mai nt enance of overhead electrical circuits or conductors and
their supporting structures and associ ated equi pnent of rai
transportation systens.

(b) This act shall not be construed as abrogating any

exi sting collective bargaini ng agreenent.
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