PRINTER S NO. /55

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 673 *un”

| NTRODUCED BY BI TTLE, DI ETZ, SHUMAN, SPENCER, W LSON, M CLATCHY
KLI NGAMAN, KATZ, SALVATCORE, G LLETTE, RYAN, WRI GHT, HOPKI NS
WESTERBERG, ZORD, MORRI'S, LEHR, HALVERSQN, POLITE, HASAY
VEI DNER AND WORRI LOW MARCH 5, 1975

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTI ON, MARCH 10, 1975

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of March 31, 1937 (P.L.160, No.43), entitled

2 "An act creating a comm ssion to be known as the Pennsyl vani a
3 Public Utility Comm ssion; defining in part the powers and

4 duties of such comm ssion; abolishing The Public Service

5 Commi ssi on of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, termnating

6 the ternms of the nenbers thereof, and transferring to the

7 Pennsyl vania Public Utility Conmm ssion the records, enployes,
8 property, and equi pnment of The Public Service Comm ssion of

9 t he Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a; authorizing the

10 Pennsyl vania Public Utility Comm ssion to appear in and

11 conpl ete all pending proceedings, |egal or otherw se,

12 instituted before, by or against The Public Service

13 Commi ssion of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a; providing

14 that all certificates of public convenience, contracts,

15 orders, and rules and regulations of the latter comr ssion

16 shall remain effective until repeal ed, changed or nodified by
17 t he Pennsylvania Public Utility Conm ssion, and transferring
18 and appropriating to the Pennsylvania Public Uility

19 Commi ssi on any unexpended bal ance of any existing
20 appropriation to The Public Service Conm ssion of the

21 Commonweal th of Pennsylvania,"™ providing for the el ection of
22 conmm ssioners by districts.
23 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

24 hereby enacts as follows:
25 Section 1. Subsections (a) and (b) of section 1, act of
26 March 31, 1937 (P.L.160, No.43), entitled "An act creating a

27 comm ssion to be known as the Pennsylvania Public Uility
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Commi ssion; defining in part the powers and duties of such
commi ssi on; abolishing The Public Service Comm ssion of the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, termnating the terns of the
menbers thereof, and transferring to the Pennsyl vania Public
Uility Comm ssion the records, enployes, property, and

equi pnent of The Public Service Comm ssion of the Comobnweal th
of Pennsyl vani a; authorizing the Pennsylvania Public Uility
Conmmi ssion to appear in and conplete all pendi ng proceedi ngs,

| egal or otherw se, instituted before, by or against The Public
Servi ce Conmm ssion of the Comonweal th of Pennsyl vani a;
providing that all certificates of public convenience,
contracts, orders, and rules and regulations of the latter
commi ssion shall remain effective until repeal ed, changed or
nodi fi ed by the Pennsylvania Public Uility Comm ssion, and
transferring and appropriating to the Pennsylvania Public
Utility Comm ssion any unexpended bal ance of any existing
appropriation to The Public Service Conm ssion of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a," subsection (a) anended March 31,
1943 (P.L.32, No.17), are anended to read:

Section 1. (a) A commssion to be known as the Pennsyl vani a
Public Utility Conm ssion is hereby created. The comm ssion
shall consist of five nenbers who shall be [appointed by the
Governor, by and with the advice and consent of two-thirds of

all the nmenbers of the Senate] elected as herei nafter provided.

shall continue in office for [terms of two, four, six, eight,
and ten years, respectively, fromthe effective day of this act]

t he bal ance of the terns for which they have been appoi nted, but

their successors shall each be [appointed] elected for a term of

[ten] five years. [No comm ssioner, upon the expiration of his
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termas aforesaid, shall continue to hold office until his
successor shall be duly appointed or shall be qualified. Each
conmi ssioner, at the tinme of his appointnent and qualification,
shall be a resident of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a, and
shall have been a qualified elector therein for a period of at

| east one year next preceding his appointnment, and shall al so be
not less than thirty years of age.]

At the first nunicipal election after a vacancy occurs in the

present nenbership a conmmi ssioner shall be elected fromthe 1st

district for a termof five years. Upon the occurrence of

addi ti onal vacanci es conm ssioners shall be elected fromthe

2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th districts in that order. Upon the

expiration of the termof an el ected conni ssioner the el ectors

in that district shall elect a comm ssioner for a termof five

vears. Each conm ssioner shall be a resident of the district and

shall have been a qualified elector therein for a period of at

| east one year next preceding his nom nati on. Each conmi ssi oner

shall be at | east twenty-five years ol d.

The 1st district shall consist of Senate districts 21, 25,

30, 33, 34, 35, 41, 47, 49 and 50. The 2nd district shal

consi st of Senate districts 32, 37, 38, 39, 40, 42, 43, 44, 45

and 46. The 3rd district shall consist of Senate districts 1, 2,

3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 26 and 36. The 4th district shall consi st of

Senate districts 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 24. The

5th district shall consist of Senate districts 14, 15, 20, 22,

23, 27, 28, 29, 31 and 48.

(b) [A nmenber designated by the Governor shall be the
chai rman of the comm ssion during such nenber's termof office.]

A chai rman of the conm ssion shall be el ected annually by the

conmi ssioners at their first January neeting. When present, the
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chai rman shall preside at all neetings, but in his absence a
menber, designated by the chairman, shall preside and shal
exercise, for the time being, all the powers of the chairman.
* %
Section 2. Section 2 of the act is anended to read:
Section 2. Wen a vacancy shall occur in the office of any
conm ssioner, [a comm ssioner shall, in the manner aforesaid, be
appointed for the residue of the term If the Senate shall not
be in session when any vacancy occurs, any appoi ntnment nade by
the Governor to fill the vacancy shall be subject to the
approval of the Senate, when convened. No vacancy in the
commi ssion shall inpair the right of a quorum of the
commi ssioners to exercise all the rights and performall the

duties of the conmi ssion.] the Governor shall issue a wit of

election to fill such vacancy with a person fromthe sane

district for the remainder of the term

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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