PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 692 PRINTER S NO. 1960

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 614  *5n”

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. GEI SLER, CAPUTO, BRUNNER, M M MJLLEN
MANDERI NO, McGRAW LAUDADI O, PERRY, Pl EVSKY, O BRI EN,
GOCDVAN, MRKONI C, MUSTO, NOVAK, WANSACZ, MLANE, KNEPPER,
PARKER, FI SHER, BELLOM NI, RYAN, CESSAR, PETRARCA, BONETTQ
HALVERSON, DeMEDI O TRELLO, ABRAHAM M SCEVI CH, JOHNSQN,
GLEESON, M LANOVI CH, ROVANELLI, LINCOLN, LAUGHLIN, A K
HUTCHI NSON, DOVBROWBKI , WEI DNER, O CONNELL, MG NNIS,
GREENFI ELD, AND GRI ECO, MARCH 3, 1975

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JULY 9, 1975

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 22, 1959 (P.L.1978, No.728),
entitled, as anended, "An act providing for and regul ati ng
harness racing with pari-nutuel wagering on the results
thereof; creating the State Harness Raci ng Conm ssion as a
departnental admi nistrative comm ssion within the Departnent
of Agriculture and defining its powers and duties; providing
for the establishnent and operation of harness racing plants
subject to local option; inposing taxes on revenues of such
pl ants; disposing of all noneys received by the comm ssion
and all noneys collected fromthe taxes; authorizing
penal ti es; and meki ng appropriations,” extending the terns of
t he comm ssi oners and establshinrg AUTHORI ZI NG a sal ary for
the chairman and a per diemfor the other nenbers.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 1, act of Decenber 22, 1959 (P.L. 1978,
No. 728), entitled, as anmended, "An act providing for and
regul ati ng harness racing with pari-nutuel wagering on the
results thereof; creating the State Harness Raci ng Conm ssion as

a departnmental adm nistrative comm ssion within the Departnent
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of Agriculture and defining its powers and duties; providing for
t he establishment and operation of harness racing plants subject
to | ocal option; inposing taxes on revenues of such plants;
di sposing of all noneys received by the comm ssion and al
noneys col lected fromthe taxes; authorizing penalties; and
maki ng appropriations,” anmended May 20, 1963 (P.L.40, No.37),
and July 17, 1963 (P.L.256, No.136), is anended to read:

Section 1. State Harness Racing Commi ssion.--The State
Har ness Raci ng Conm ssion heretofore created as an i ndependent
adm ni strative comrission is hereby established as a
departnmental admi nistrative comm ssion within the Departnent of
Agriculture, and it shall have general jurisdiction over al
pari-nmutuel harness racing activities in the State and the
cor porations engaged therein. Such comm ssion shall consist of
t hree nenbers who shall be appointed by the Governor, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate. Each conmi ssioner
shall hold office for a termof [three] five years. [Such
conmmi ssioners shall receive no salary but shall be reinbursed
for expenses incurred in the performance of their official

duties.] One of the comm ssioners shall be appointed by the

Governor as chai rman and shall receive a sal ary oeftwenty-two <—

ofHeial—duties AS ESTABLI SHED FROM TI ME TO TI ME_BY THE <—

EXECUTI VE BOARD. The renai ni ng conm ssi oners shall be

conpensated at the rate of one hundred dollars ($100) per di em

and expenses incurred in the performance of their official

duties. The conmi ssion shall appoint such deputies, secretaries,
of ficers, representatives and counsel as it nmay deem necessary,

who shall serve during its pleasure, and shall al so appoint such
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enpl oyes it may deem necessary and whose duties shall be

prescri bed by the conm ssion and whose conpensati on shall be
fixed by the comm ssion within the appropriations avail abl e
therefor. It shall be the duty of the secretary to keep a ful
and faithful record of the proceedi ngs of such conm ssion,
preserve at the general office of such comm ssion all books,
maps, docunents, and papers entrusted to his care, prepare for
servi ce such papers and notices as may be required of himby the
commi ssion, and perform such other duties as the comm ssion nmay
prescribe. It shall be the duty of the secretary to keep, at the
of fices of the comm ssion, a docket setting forth the nanes of
all stockholders in all corporations |licensed under this act,

t he nunber of shares held by each such stockhol der, and the date
on whi ch each sharehol der acquired his stock in the corporate

| i censee. Such docket shall be open for public inspection. The
commi ssion, or such officers, enployes or agents of the

conmmi ssion as nay be designated by the comm ssion for such

pur pose, shall have the power to adm ni ster oaths and exam ne

Wi t nesses, and nay issue subpoenas to conpel attendance of

wi t nesses, and the production of all relevant and nmateri al
reports, books, papers, docunents, correspondence, and ot her

evi dence. Such comm ssion shall, annually, nmake a full report to
the Secretary of Agriculture of its proceedings for the year
ending with the first day of the precedi ng Decenber and such
suggesti ons and recommendations as it shall deem desirable. Such
conmmi ssion shall exercise its powers and duties subject to the
provi sions of the Adm nistrative Code of 1929, approved April 9,
1929 (P.L.177, No.175), relating to departnental comm ssions.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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