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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2025 =%

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. Di CARLO, M E. MLLER JR, VELLS, BERKES,
GALLAGHER, | RVI' S, RHODES, W LLI AM5, DOVBRONSKI, TAYOUN
LI NCOLN, TRUSI O, VOLPE, VI POND AND LAUGHLI N, MARCH 18, 1974

AS AVENDED ON SECOND CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
SEPTEMBER 25, 1974
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare | aws of the Commonweal th," providing for adoption
opportunities.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Article VI, act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31,
No. 21), known as the "Public Wl fare Code," is anended by addi ng
a subarticle heading and sections to read:
ARTI CLE VI |
CHI LDREN AND YOQUTH

* * %

(e) Adoption Opportunities Act

Section 771. Decl arati on of Purpose.--This subarticle shal

be interpreted and construed so as to effect the foll ow ng

pur pose: to encourage and pronote the placenent in adoptive

homes of chil dren whose nental, enotional or physical handi cap,

or size of sibling group i nposes an obstacle to pl acenent.
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adopti ve parents, who are otherwi se suitable to provide a good

Section 772. Definitions.--As used in this subarticle:

"Adopti on opportunity" may include nmai ntenance cost, nedi cal

and surgi cal expenses and other costs incident to the adoption

"Child" nmeans an individual who is under the age of ei ghteen

"Eligible child" neans a child in the | egal custody of | ocal

authorities where parental rights have been term nated pursuant

to the procedure set forth in Article IIl of the act of July 24,

1970 (P.L.620, No.208), known as the "Adoption Act," and such

child has been in foster placenent for a period of not |ess than

si x nonths and where the child has been shown to be a difficult

adopti on pl acenment because of the child' s physical, enptional or

ment al handi cap, or because the child is a nenber of a sibling

group, which should be kept intact.

"Local authorities" neans county institution districts or

their successors.

Section 773. Rul es and Requl ati ons.--(a) The Departnent of

Public Welfare shall establish and develop criteria and

pronul gate necessary requl ations for public child wel fare

agencies to inplenent an adopti on opportunity in accordance with

the provisions of this subarticle (e).

(b)Y The requl ations shall include, but not be limted to,

criteria for identifying eligible children and adopti ve hones,

procedures for inplenenting the subsidy, and reporting

requi renents by public child wel fare agenci es.

(c) Al reqgul ations established pursuant to this section

shal|l be adopted pursuant to the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L. 769,

No. 240), known as the "Commobnweal th Docunents Law, " and the
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hearings referred to in section 202 of that act shall be

Section 774. Adopti on Opportunity Paynents and

Rei mbur senent.--(a) The departnent shall reinburse | oca

authorities for at | east one hundred percent (100% of the cost

of an adopti on subsidy OPPORTUNI TY provided by | ocal authority <—

pursuant to the provisions of this subarticle (e), provided the

| ocal authority conplies with the reporti ng requirenents

establ i shed by the departnent pursuant to section 773.

(b) No public funds shall be expended under this subarticle

(e) on behalf of an eliqgible child until all avail abl e benefits

under existing or future private, public, local, State, or

Federal prograns have been exhausted. Notw t hstandi ng any ot her

provi sion of |aw, adopti ve ehildren PARENTS subsi di zed under the <—

provi sions of this subarticle (e) shall not be |iable pursuant

to the provisions of the act of COctober 20, 1966 (3rd Sp. Sess.,

P.L.96, No.6), known as the "Mental Health and Ment al

Ret ardati on Act of 1966," or the act of June 24, 1937 (P.L. 2045,

No. 397), known as "The Support Law " in the event that the

adopted chil d needs services or assi stance under the provisi ons

of Article IV of this act or under the provisions of the "Mntal

Health and Mental Retardati on Act of 1966."

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately so as to
permt the Departnment of Public Wl fare to establish
regul ati ons, but no paynents shall be nmade prior to July 1,

1975.
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