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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1343 %%

| NTRODUCED BY BROMWNE, OCTOBER 12, 2006

REFERRED TO FI NANCE, OCTOBER 12, 2006

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of May 21, 1943 (P.L.571, No.254), entitled, as
2 anended, "An act relating to assessnent for taxation in

3 counties of the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and ei ghth

4 cl asses; designating the subjects, property and persons

5 subject to and exenpt fromtaxation for county, borough,

6 town, township, school, except in cities and county

7 institution district purposes; and providing for and

8 regul ati ng the assessnment and val uation thereof for such

9 pur poses; creating in each such county a board for the

10 assessnment and revision of taxes; defining the powers and

11 duties of such boards; providing for the acceptance of this
12 act by cities; regulating the office of ward, borough, town
13 and townshi p assessors; abolishing the office of assistant

14 triennial assessor in townships of the first class; providing
15 for the appointnent of a chief assessor, assistant assessors
16 and ot her enpl oyes; providing for their conpensation payabl e
17 by such counties; prescribing certain duties of and certain
18 fees to be collected by the recorder of deeds and nuni ci pal
19 of ficers who issue building permts; inposing duties on
20 t axabl es maki ng i nprovenents on | and and grantees of |and;
21 prescri bing penalties; and elimnating the triennial
22 assessment,” further providing for enuneration of subjects of
23 t axation.
24 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

25 hereby enacts as follows:

26 Section 1. Section 201(a) of the act of May 21, 1943

27 (P.L.571, No.254), known as The Fourth to Ei ghth C ass County
28 Assessnent Law, anended Cctober 4, 2002 (P.L.876, No.125), is
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amended to read:

Section 201. Subjects of Taxation Enunerated.--The foll ow ng
subj ects and property shall as hereinafter provided be val ued
and assessed and subject to taxation for all county, borough,
town, township, school, (except in cities), poor and county
institution district purposes, at the annual rate,

(a) Al real estate, to wit: Houses, house trailers and
nobi | ehonmes permanently attached to | and or connected with
wat er, gas, electric or sewage facilities, buildings, |ands,
| ots of ground and ground rents, trailer parks and parking |ots,
mlls and manufactories of all kinds, all office type
construction of whatever kind, that portion of a steel, |ead,
alumnumor |ike nelting and conti nuous casting structures which
encl ose, provide shelter or protection fromthe elenents for the
vari ous machi nery, tools, appliances, equipnment, materials or
products involved in the mll, mne, manufactory or industrial
process, and all other real estate not exenpt by |aw from
taxation. Machinery, tools, appliances and ot her equi pnent
contained in any mll, mne, manufactory or industrial
establ i shment shall not be considered or included as a part of
the real estate in determ ning the value of such mll, mne,
manufactory or industrial establishnment. No free-standing
detachabl e grain bin or corn crib used exclusively for
processi ng or storage of animal feed incidental to the operation
of the farmon which it is |ocated, and no in-ground and above-
ground structures and contai nnments used predom nantly for
processi ng and storage of animal waste and conposting facilities
incidental to operation of the farmon which the structures and
contai nnments are |ocated, shall be included in determning the

val ue of real estate used predomnantly as a farm No office
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type construction of whatever kind shall be excluded from
taxation but shall be considered a part of real property subject
to taxation. That portion of a steel, lead, alum numor |ike

nmel ti ng and continuous casting structure which encl oses,

provi des shelter or protection fromthe el enments for the various
machi nery, tools, appliances, equipnent, materials or products
involved in the mll, mne, manufactory or industrial process
shall be considered as part of real property subject to
taxation. No anmusenent park rides shall be assessed or taxed as
real estate regardl ess of whether they have becone affixed to

the real estate. No sign or sign structure shall be assessed or

taxed as real estate regardl ess of whether it has becone affi xed

to the real estate

* * %

Section 2. The anmendnent of section 201(a) of the act is not
intended to and shall not be interpreted as either ratifying or
nul l'i fying any actions taken by taking authorities to assess or
tax signs or sign structures as real property prior to the
effective date of this section.

Section 3. The anmendnent of section 201(a) of the act shall
apply retroactively to taxes levied and collected for fiscal
periods of political subdivisions beginning on or after January
1, 2005.

Section 4. This act shall take effect imediately.
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