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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 470 %5

| NTRODUCED BY FERLO, STOUT, COSTA, FONTANA, RAFFERTY, EARLL AND
LOGAN, MARCH 15, 2007
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated

Statutes, further providing for the definition of "abandoned

vehicle," for notice to owner prior to renoval and for

property owner's renoval of vehicle.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "abandoned vehicle" in section
102 of Title 75 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes is
amended to read:

§ 102. Definitions.

Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent
provisions of this title which are applicable to specific
provisions of this title, the follow ng words and phrases when
used in this title shall have, unless the context clearly
i ndi cates ot herw se, the neanings given to themin this section:

" Abandoned vehicle."

(1) A vehicle (other than a pedal cycle) shall be

presuned to be abandoned under any of the foll ow ng



1 ci rcunst ances, but the presunption is rebuttable by a

2 pr eponder ance of the evidence:

3 (1) The vehicle is physically inoperable and is |eft

4 unattended on a highway or other public property for nore

5 t han 48 hours.

6 (ii) The vehicle has remained illegally on a hi ghway

7 or other public property for a period of nore than 48

8 hour s.

9 (tit) The vehicle is left unattended on or along a
10 hi ghway or other public property for nore than 48 hours
11 and does not bear all of the follow ng:

12 (A) Awvalid registration plate.

13 (B) A current certificate of inspection.

14 (© An ascertainable vehicle identification

15 nunber .

16 (iv) The vehicle has remai ned on private property
17 wi t hout the consent of the owner or person in control of
18 the property for nore than 24 hours.

19 (v) A vehicle neeting any one of the criteria in

20 subparagraph (iii)(A), (B) or (€ has remained on_an

21 abandoned private property, that neets the criteria set
22 forth in section 3353(c) (relating to prohibitions in

23 specified places), and such vehicle is located in a city
24 of the second cl ass.

25 (2) Vehicles and equi pnent used or to be used in

26 construction or in the operation or naintenance of hi ghways
27 or public utility facilities, which are left in a manner

28 whi ch does not interfere with the normal novenent of traffic,
29 shall not be considered to be abandoned.

30 * x *
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Section 2. Sections 3352(d)(3) and 3353(c) of Title 75 are
amended to read:
§ 3352. Renoval of vehicle by or at direction of police.

* * %

(d) Notice to owner prior to renoval.--

* * %

(3) The provision for notice set forth in this
subsection is applicable only if the vehicle is abandoned

upon a highway or if the vehicle is abandoned upon private

property in a city of the second class that neets the

criteria set forth under section 3353(c) for renoval at the

aut hori zation of a civilian representative that is also an

enpl oyee of the city, who has been authorized by | eqgi sl ation

of the city council, and is not in violation of subsection

(b) or section 3351(a) or 3353. Notice under this subsection
is in addition to any other notice requirenents provided in
Chapter 73.

* * %

§ 3353. Prohibitions in specified places.

* %k

(c) Property owner nay renove vehicle.--The owner or other
person in charge or possession of any property on which a
vehicle is parked or left unattended in violation of the
provi sions of subsection (b) nay renove or have renoved the
vehi cl e at the reasonabl e expense of the owner of the vehicle.

For the purposes of this section, a representati ve desi gnated by

a city of the second class is authorized, in lieu of the

property owner, to renove or to sign any required paperwork, on

behal f of a deceased or absent property owner, to have a vehicle

renoved when the vehicle is parked on an abandoned pri vate
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property and the vehicle otherwi se neets the criteria for being

an abandoned vehicle as set forth under section 102 (relating to

definitions). In order for an authorized civilian representative

of a city of the second class to authorize the renoval of an

abandoned vehicle fromprivate property at | east one of the

foll owi ng conditi ons nust be net:

(1) the authorized city representati ve has a reasonabl e

belief that the owner or owners of the private property on

which the vehicle is |ocated are deceased and no executor or

admi ni strator for an estate can be contacted; or

(2) the property is otherw se abandoned as evi denced by

any of the foll ow ng:

(i) the property owner's or owners' failure to pay

taxes on the property for a period of two or nore years;

(ii) the property is condenned;

(iii) the property has been cited for at | east three

property nmi nt enance code vi ol ati ons, whi ch have gone

unabated for a period of 30 or nore days; or

(iv) the property is visibly vacant, open or

vandal i zed.

The aut hori zation of a civilian representative of a city of

the second class to authorize the renoval of a vehicle from

private property, on behalf of a deceased or absent property

owner, for a property which neets any of the above criteria,

will not abrogate the need for police authorizati on of the

renoval of the vehicle, where it would otherw se be required.

In cases where a representative of a city of the second cl ass

is authorizing the renoval of a vehicle fromprivate

property, the representative of the city shall give notice to

the owner of the vehicle as set forth under section
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1 3352(d) (1) (relating to renoval of vehicle by or at direction
2 of police) prior to the renoval of the vehicle, unless the

3 vehicle has otherwise net the criteria under section 7304.1

4 (relating to reports and renoval of abandoned vehicles within
5 the boundaries of a city of the first class) which would

6 allow for imedi ate renoval of the vehicle. Such person or

7 city who renoves [or], has renoved or authorized the renova

8 of a vehicle left parked or unattended in violation of the

9 provi sions of subsection (b) shall have a |ien against the

10 owner of the vehicle, in the anount of the reasonable val ue
11 of the costs of renoving the vehicle plus the costs of
12 storage. Any city, borough, incorporated town or township
13 may, by ordi nance, provide for rates to be charged for
14 removal of vehicles and for municipal regul ation of
15 aut horized tow ng services. |If storage charges are not set by
16 the nmunicipality, a maxi mum of $25 per day may be charged for
17 st or age.
18 * x *
19 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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