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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2958 *%x”

| NTRODUCED BY WOINAROSKI, DeWEESE, READSHAW CRUZ, SAI NATQ,
BEYER, MJUSTI O, Mcd LL, LEDERER, RAPP, FLEAGLE, CORRI GAN,
HERSHEY, GEORGE, CAPPELLI, RAMALEY, KOTI K, BOYD, CRAHALLA,
GRUCELA, PETRONE, FLAHERTY, JAMES, YOUNGBLOOD, BAKER, MANN
FAI RCH LD, PHI LLIPS, FICHTER, SHANER, CAUSER, MAJOR, PAYNE
GRELL, HALUSKA, Ml LHATTAN, CALTAG RONE, B. SM TH,
R STEVENSQN, SOLOBAY, TIGUE, CLYMER, COHEN, MARKOSEK
HENNESSEY, WALKO, BEBKO-JONES, MARSI CO, DALEY, GOODVAN,
M LLARD, TANGRETTI, FORCI ER, BARRAR, BUNT, BALDW N, REED
HESS, ROBERTS, PI STELLA AND STABACK, SEPTEMBER 27, 2006

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, SEPTEMBER 27, 2006
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AN ACT
Redesi gnating the Mapl e Avenue Bridge on State Route 271 in the

Cty of Johnstown, Canbria County, as the Col onel John Joseph

Tom nac Menorial Bridge.

WHEREAS, Col onel John Joseph Tom nac, a native son of
Conemaugh who | ater lived in Franklin Borough, bravely served
our country with distinction in Europe during Wrld War Il as a
menber of Conpany |, 15th Infantry Reginment, 3rd Infantry
Division, of the United States Arny; and

WHEREAS, Col onel Tom nac was awar ded t he Congressional Medal
of Honor by Lieutenant General Al exander M Patch on April 22,
1945, at Zeppelin Stadiumin Nurenberg, Germany; and

WHEREAS, The citation presented with the nmedal recogni zed

Col onel Tom nac, then a First Lieutenant, for conspicuous

gallantry and bravery at the risk of |ife above and beyond the
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call of duty in an attack on Saul x de Vesoul, France, on
Sept enber 12, 1944; and

WHEREAS, Despite a pai nful shoul der wound from eneny
shrapnel, Col onel Tom nac fought w th outstandi ng heroi smand
di spl ayed exenpl ary | eadershi p; and

VWHEREAS, Hi s actions resulted in the destruction of four
successi ve eneny defensive positions, surrender of a vital
sector of the city of Saul x de Vesoul and the death of at | east
60 eneny soldiers; and

WHEREAS, Col onel Tom nac was al so awarded the Legion of Merit
with OCak Leaf Cluster, the Bronze Star with "V' and Gak Leaf
Cluster, the Meritorious Service Medal, the Arny Commendati on
Medal , the Purple Heart, the Distinguished Unit Citation with
OCak Leaf Cluster, the French Fourragere and the Conbat Infantry
Badge; and

WHEREAS, After a distinguished mlitary career of 37 years,

i ncluding service in the Korean War, this dedicated arny officer
retired in 1979 and passed away in 1998 at the age of 76.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Colonel John Joseph Tom nac Menorial Bridge.

(a) Designation.--The bridge carrying State Route 271 over
the Littl e Conemaugh River and the Norfol k Southern mainline in
the Gty of Johnstown, Canbria County, known as the Maple Avenue
Bridge, is redesignated as the Col onel John Joseph Tom nac
Menorial Bridge.

(b) Signs.--The Departnment of Transportation shall erect and
mai ntai n appropriate signs displaying the redesi gnated nane of
the bridge to traffic in both directions.

Section 2. Ef fecti ve date.
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1 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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