PRINTER S NO. 4617

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2938 %%

| NTRODUCED BY KENNEY, PHI LLIPS, CALTAG RONE, CAWLEY, DALEY,
MANN, READSHAW FREEMAN, CAPPELLI, SONNEY, E. Z. TAYLOR,
BEBKO- JONES, O NEILL AND G NGRI CH, SEPTEMBER 25, 2006
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 44 (Law and Justice) of the Pennsylvania
Consol idated Statutes, providing for Supplenent Safe
Nei ghbor hoods Program and for powers and duties of
Pennsyl vani a Conmi ssion on Crinme and Del i nquency;
establishing the Suppl enent Safe Nei ghborhoods Fund; and
maki ng an appropri ation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 44 of the Pennsyl vania Consoli dat ed
Statutes is anended by adding a part to read:
PART |11
PROGRAMS
Chapt er
31. Suppl enrent Safe Nei ghborhoods Program
CHAPTER 31
SUPPLEMENT SAFE NEI GHBORHOODS PROGRAM
Subchapt er

A. Prelimnary Provisions

B. GCeneral Provisions



1 SUBCHAPTER A

2 PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS

3 Sec.

4 3101. Scope of chapter.

5 3102. Legislative findings and decl arati ons.

6 3103. Definitions.

7 8§ 3101. Scope of chapter.

8 This chapter provides for the creation of the Suppl enent Safe
9 Nei ghborhoods Programin the Pennsyl vania Conm ssion on Crine
10 and Del i nquency.

11 3102. Legislative findings and decl arati ons.

12 The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

13 (1) In 2001, President Bush announced Project Safe

14 Nei ghbor hoods, a conprehensive initiative to reduce firearm
15 crime in Anmerica.

16 (2) By conbining Federal, State and | ocal prosecutors,
17 | aw enforcenent officers and conmunity | eaders, Project Safe
18 Nei ghbor hoods has offered a uniquely effective approach to
19 deter, prevent and penalize firearmcrine.
20 (3) The Federal CGovernnent has devoted nore than
21 $1, 600, 000, 000 to Project Safe Nei ghborhoods since its
22 i nception.
23 (4) One inportant use of these dollars is to fund the
24 cost of new State and | ocal prosecutors to work as Speci a
25 Assi stant United States Attorneys and nove gun crinme cases
26 into the Federal court system
27 (5) Under Project Safe Nei ghborhoods, Federal
28 prosecutions for gun crinmes have increased dramatically, an
29 increase of 62% from 2000 to 2005.
30 (6) Increased Federal penalties have had positive
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30

effects on gun crine |evels.

(7) It is therefore in the best interests of this
Commonweal th to establish the Suppl enent Safe Nei ghborhoods
Program wi t hin t he Pennsyl vania Comm ssion on Crine and
Del i nquency to provide resources and direct grant noney to
prosecute gun crimes through Project Safe Nei ghborhoods.

§ 3103. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Firearm"™ Any weapon which is designed to or may readily be
converted to expel any projectile by the action of an expl osive
or the franme or receiver of any such weapon.

"Fund." The Suppl enent Safe Nei ghborhoods Fund established
in section 3106 (relating to Suppl ement Safe Nei ghborhoods
Fund) .

"Program " The Suppl ement Safe Nei ghbor hoods Program
established in section 3104 (relating to Suppl enent Safe
Nei ghbor hoods Progranj.

"Project Safe Neighborhoods."” A program established by the
United States Attorney Ceneral, pursuant to Title 1, 8 104 of
the 21st Century Departnent of Justice Appropriations
Aut hori zation Act (Public Law 107-273, 28 U. S.C. 8§ 509) to
provi de for coordination with State and | ocal |aw enforcenent
officials in the identification and prosecution of violations of
Federal firearnms |aws, including school gun violence and
juvenil e gun of f enses.

SUBCHAPTER B
CENERAL PROVI SI ONS

Sec.
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3104. Suppl enment Saf e Nei ghbor hoods Program
3105. Powers and duties of Pennsyl vania Conmm ssion on Crine
and Del i nquency.
3106. Suppl enrent Saf e Nei ghbor hoods Fund.
§ 3104. Suppl enent Safe Nei ghbor hoods Program
(a) Purpose.--The program shall provide grant noneys to
underwite all of the pay and benefits for three years of
assistant district attorneys cross designated as Speci al
Assi stant United States Attorneys for the purpose of bringing
Federal prosecutions pursuant to Project Safe Nei ghborhoods.
(b) Application.--Any district attorney in this Conmmonweal t h
may meke application under the program
(c) Priority of grants.--Gant noneys shall be prioritized
based on:

(1) The incidence of firearm hom cides and other crines
involving firearns in a county within this Comobnweal th

(2) Denonstration of current successful participation in
Federal prosecutions conducted under Project Safe
Nei ghbor hoods.

(3) Establishnent of a public information canpai gn ai ned
at gun crines and inform ng county residents of the terns of
Proj ect Safe Nei ghborhoods as well as applicabl e Federal
penalties. A district attorney's office shall seek al
avai |l abl e fundi ng, including Federal funding or funding
avai l abl e from nonprofit corporations, and shall seek to
engage pro bono services frompublic relations and
advertising firms and other entities to carry out this public
i nformati on canpai gn.

(d) Limtation.--No county shall be eligible to receive nore

t han 20% of the noneys di spensed fromthe fund in any year.
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(e) Supplenentary funding.--Program noneys shall only be
used to underwite the pay and benefits of assistant district
attorneys newly cross designated as Special Assistant United

States Attorneys. Program noneys shall not be used to fund

1
2
3
4
5 ~current positions. Each district attorney applying for program
6 noneys shall include in the application:

7 (1) A statenent that noneys shall be used solely to fund
8 addi tional positions and that no noneys will be used to

9

of fset the expenses associated with participation in Project

10 Saf e Nei ghborhoods at the tinme of application.

11 (2) The nunber of assistant district attorneys in the
12 of fice cross designated as Special Assistant United States
13 Attorneys for the purpose of bringing Federal prosecution

14 pursuant to Project Safe Nei ghborhoods each year for the | ast
15 four years.

16 8§ 3105. Powers and duties of Pennsylvania Conm ssion on Crine
17 and Del i nquency.
18 In addition to any other powers and duties, the Pennsylvani a

19 Conmmi ssion on Crinme and Del i nquency shall :

20 (1) Establish a grant programto provide noneys fromthe
21 fund pursuant to section 3104 (relating to Suppl ement Safe

22 Nei ghbor hoods Program

23 (2) Promulgate rules and regulations to carry out the

24 provi sions of this chapter.

25 § 3106. Suppl enment Safe Nei ghbor hoods Fund.

26 The Suppl enent Safe Nei ghborhoods Fund is hereby established
27 in the State Treasury as a restricted account. The fund shal

28 consist of funds appropriated by the General Assenbly. All

29 noneys in the fund and the interest accruing thereon are hereby
30 appropriated to the Pennsyl vania Comm ssion on Crine and
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Del i nquency on a continuing basis to carry out the provisions of
this chapter

Section 2. The sum of $5, 000, 000, is hereby appropriated
fromthe General Fund to the Project Safe Nei ghborhoods Fund for
the fiscal year July 1, 2006, to June 30, 2007, to carry out the
provi sions of 44 Pa.C S. Ch. 31.

~N~ o o~ W ON

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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