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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2894 >

I NTRODUCED BY TRELLO, BOYES, DeLUCA, ROBERTS, BUXTQON, GEORGE
GEl ST, LEDERER, B. SM TH, LaCGROTTA, LAUGHLIN, MCALL
HENNESSEY, THOVAS, LUCYK, Tl GUE, HERSHEY, FICHTER, BELARDI,
BATTI STO, SAI NATO, GODSHALL, E. Z. TAYLOR, STABACK,

D. W SNYDER, ROONEY, LEH, A GIOITI, BUNT, SCRIMENTI, PESCI,
M COZZI E, ROBI NSON, WAUGH, KAI SER, OLASZ, FAJT, MERRY, HESS,
| TKIN AND RAMOS, SEPTEMBER 26, 1996

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1996
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for visitation
rights; and maki ng repeal s.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 5311 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvani a

Consol i dated Statutes is anended to read:

§ 5311. [Wien parent deceased] G andparents.

[If a parent of an unmarried child is deceased, the parents

or grandparents of the deceased parent may] G andparents and

great -grandparents shall be granted reasonabl e partial custody

or visitation rights, or both, to [the] an unmarried child by
the court upon a finding that partial custody or visitation
rights, or both, would be in the best interest of the child.
[and woul d not interfere with the parent-child rel ationship. The

court shall consider the anmount of personal contact between the



parents or grandparents of the deceased parent and the child

prior to the application.] An order denying visitation rights to

gr andparents and great-grandparents shall be in witing and

shall state the reasons for denial.

Section 2. Sections 5312, 5313 and 5314 of Title 23 are

r epeal ed.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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