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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2583 %%

| NTRODUCED BY MARSHALL, BELFANTI, BEYER, BRENNAN, CALTAG RONE
CAPPELLI, CLYMER, DENLINGER, J. EVANS, FRANKEL, CEORGE
G NGRI CH, GOODVAN, HARKI'NS, HENNESSEY, HUTCHI NSQON, KENNEY,
KULA, MANN, M LNE, MOYER, MJRT, PICKETT, PYLE, READSHAW
REI CHLEY, ROCK, SAYLOR, SCAVELLQO, SIPTROTH, SONNEY, STERN
J. TAYLOR, THOVAS, VULAKOVI CH, WATSON AND YOUNGBLOOD,
JUNE 4, 2008

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES, JUNE 4, 2008
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare | aws of the Commonweal th," further providing for
public assistance eligibility.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 432(2) of the act of June 13, 1967
(P.L.31, No.21), known as the Public Wl fare Code, anmended May
16, 1996 (P.L.175, No.35), is anended to read:

Section 432. Eligibility.--Except as hereinafter otherw se
provi ded, and subject to the rules, regulations, and standards
established by the departnent, both as to eligibility for
assistance and as to its nature and extent, needy persons of the

cl asses defined in clauses (1), (2), and (3) shall be eligible

f or assi st ance:
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(2) Persons who are eligible for State suppl enent al
assi st ance.

(1) State supplenental assistance shall be granted to
per sons who recei ve Federal supplenental security inconme for the
aged, blind and di sabl ed pursuant to Title XVl of the Federal
Soci al Security Act.

(1i) State supplenental assistance shall also be granted to
persons who are aged, blind and disabled, as defined in Title
XVl of the Federal Social Security Act, and whose incone,
pursuant to the standards and inconme disregards of Title XVI of
the Social Security Act, is less than the conbined i ncome of the
Federal paynents under the suppl enental security incone program
and the State suppl enmental assistance paynents established
pursuant to the provisions of this act.

(ti1t) In establishing the amounts of the State suppl enent al
assi stance, the departnment shall consider the funds certified by
t he Budget Secretary as avail able for State suppl enental
assi stance, pertinent Federal |egislation and regulation, the
cost-of-living and the nunber of persons who nay be eligible.

For an individual who is eliqgible under paragraph (i) and who is

a resident of a personal care hone, the departnment shall do al

of the foll ow ng:

(A) Increase by fifteen dollars ($15) per day the anpunt of

State suppl enental assi stance the individual is receiving as of

March 31, 2008.

(B) Annually, by Novenber 15, deternmine and transmt to the

Legi sl ati ve Reference Bureau for publication in the Pennsyl vani a

Bulletin the percentage i ncrease in State suppl enent al

assi stance based on the increase in the Consuner Price | ndex for

Ur ban Wage Earners.
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(C© Annually, by July 1, increase State suppl enental

assi stance by the percentage determ ned i n subparagraph (B)

(iv) Beneficiaries of State supplenental assistance shall be
eligible for cash State financial assistance to cover the cost
of special needs as defined by statute and regul ations
pronul gated under this act.

(v) After the anpbunts of assistance paynents have been
determ ned by the departnment with the approval of the Governor
and Ceneral Assenbly, the anpbunts of assistance paynents shal
not be reduced as a consequence of assistance increases,
including but not limted to cost-of-living increases, provided
t hrough Federal | egislation.

(vi) After the anmounts of assistance paynents have been
determ ned by the departnment with the approval of the Governor
and Ceneral Assenbly, the anpbunts of assistance paynents shal
not be increased without the approval of the General Assenbly in
accordance with the procedure established by the act of April 7,
1955 (P.L.23, No.8) known as the "Reorganization Act of 1955,"
and a nessage to the General Assenbly fromthe Governor for the
pur poses of executing such function shall be transmtted as in
ot her cases under the Reorganization Act.

* %k

Section 2. Regulations, policy statenents and orders of the
Department of Public Welfare which are contrary to the amendnent
of section 432(2) of the act are abrogated to the extent of the
i nconsi stency.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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