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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 22062 *%%

I NTRODUCED BY THOMAS, MANDERI NO, L. |. COHEN, JARCLIN, CURRY
STURLA, M GEEHAN, BEBKO- JONES, LUCYK, WALKO, TI GUE
J. TAYLOR, M COHEN, CAPPABI ANCA, LESCOVI TZ, JOSEPHS,
BELFANTI, BLAUM Md LL, EACHUS, STETLER, Bl SHOP, YOUNGBLOCD
BELARDI , READSHAW SCRI MENTI, STABACK, WASHI NGTON, | TKI N
MYERS, M LLER, COLAFELLA, HORSEY, STEELMAN, COY, PRESTON
MUNDY, GEORGE, COLAI ZZO, LEDERER, KELLER, KI RKLAND, ROEBUCK
CARN, JAMES, A. H WLLIAM5 DeWEESE AND EVANS
FEBRUARY 17, 1998

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, FEBRUARY 17, 1998
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AN ACT
Relating to a special fund to be adm ni stered by the Depart nent
of Public Welfare; providing for grants to counties and
school districts for prograns to aid children; and making
appropri ations.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Children's
First Act of 1998.
Section 2. Legislative intent.
It is the intent of the General Assenbly to provide support
and opportunities for children and famlies of this Commonweal t h
to inprove the future of the children, famlies, comunities and

Commonweal t h by:

(1) Inproving the quality and availability of child care



1 for Pennsylvania |owincone famlies.

2 (2) Inproving the quality of and opportunities for

3 Pennsyl vani a children during nonschool hours.

4 (3) Inproving the quality of public education for the

5 children of this Commonweal t h.

6 (4) Assuring the availability, quality and utilization

7 of health care by Pennsyl vania chil dren.

8 Section 3. Findings.

9 The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

10 (1) Child care is necessary for famlies to work and is
11 out of reach economcally for thousands of |ow i ncone,

12 working famlies; quality child care hel ps prepare children
13 for success in school; and the needs of Pennsylvania famlies
14 for quality child care will increase in the com ng years.

15 (2) A good education is necessary for children to be

16 prepared for work in the next century; that thousands of

17 children begin first grade w thout being prepared and are

18 bei ng taught in inadequate facilities, with too little

19 attention provided by faculty in need of nore staff
20 devel opnent, with too few supplies and too little tine to
21 assist children in neeting successful educational outcones.
22 (3) Tens of thousands of school -aged children and youth
23 are w thout supervision, support or opportunity in the
24 nonschool hours; that youth get into trouble as victins or by
25 comm tting delinquent acts nost commonly between the hours of
26 3 p.m and 6 p.m; that after-school activities inprove child
27 and community safety; and that the need for after-school
28 activities will grow as nore and nore famlies enter the
29 wor kpl ace | eaving nore children at risk of being hone al one.
30 (4) The Commonweal th has the opportunity to create a
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better systemto make health care for children and youth nore

accessible and available to this Commonweal th's famlies.
Section 4. Youth Devel opnent Fund.

There is hereby established a special fund in the State
Treasury to be known as the Youth Devel opnent Fund to which
shall be credited all appropriations nmade by the General
Assenbly for the purposes of adm nistering this act and maki ng
grants to carry out the purposes of this act.

Section 5. Departnent of Public Welfare.

(a) Establishnent of grants and prograns.--The Departnent of
Public Wl fare shall establish prograns and nake grants to carry
out the purposes of this act.

(b) Purposes for which funds may be expended. --The
Department of Public Welfare may expend funds in the Youth
Devel opnment Fund by making grants to counties or school
districts to provide prograns to:

(1) Assist lowincone famlies under 235% of the Federal
poverty level to obtain child care.

(2) Devel op educational grants for training child-care
pr of essi onal s.

(3) Provide for child-care providers that provide child
care on eveni ngs and weekends.

(4) Adfamlies that are paying for child-care grants
that may be used as a credit against the fanmlies' State
income tax liability.

(c) Gants to school districts.--The Departnment of Public
Wel fare may expend funds in the Youth Devel opment Fund by maki ng
grants to school districts as foll ows:

(1) Up to $1,250 for each student who attends

ki ndergarten for not |ess than seven hours each school day.
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(2) An anpbunt to be determ ned by the departnent for
school districts that limt class size to 20 or fewer
students.

(3) An anpbunt to be determ ned by the departnent for
preventive mai ntenance of school facilities.

(4) An anpbunt to be determ ned by the departnent for
prograns for staff devel opnent.

(5) An anpbunt equal to 2% of the current State
rei nbursenent for basic education.

(6) Up to $500 per child to any school district that has
nore than one-third of its students living in poverty.

Section 6. Appropriations.

(a) Job training prograns.--The sum of $250, 000, 000, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the
Yout h Devel oprment Fund for the purpose of making grants to
counties for job training prograns that will assist residents of
this Cormonwealth to obtain enpl oynent.

(b) After-school activities.--The sum of $15, 000, 000, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the
Yout h Devel oprment Fund for the purpose of making grants to
school districts to establish prograns to care for children who
are not being cared for by their parents.

(c) Educational inprovenent.--The sum of $450, 000, 000, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the
Yout h Devel opment Fund for grants to school districts for
prograns to inprove the educational outcomes of children in this
Commonweal t h.

(d) O herw se unexpended appropriation.--Any funds
appropriated by subsections (a), (b) and (c) nmay be used to

carry out any other purposes of this act.
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1 Section 7. Ef fecti ve date.

2 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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