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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2000 *55

| NTRODUCED BY J. EVANS, GORDNER, BEBKO- JONES, ARMSTRONG
J. BAKER, BARD, BELFANTI, BENN NGHOFF, Bl SHOP, BLAUM BOYES
BROWNE, BUNT, BUXTON, CALTAGQ RONE, CAPPELLI, CASORI Q
M COHEN, COLAFELLA, CORNELL, CREIGHTON, CURRY, DAl LEY,
DALEY, DeLUCA, EACHUS, FEESE, FICHTER, FLEAGLE, FRANKEL,
FREEMAN, GEI ST, GEORGE, GRUCELA, HABAY, HARHAI, HARHART,
HENNESSEY, HERMAN, HERSHEY, HORSEY, JAMES, JOSEPHS, KAl SER
KENNEY, KREBS, LaGROTTA, LAUGHLI N, LAWESS, LESCOVI TZ,
LEVDANSKY, LEWS, LUCYK, MACKERETH, MANDERI NO, MANN,
MARKOSEK, Mcd LL, MILHATTAN, MELIO, M CHLOVI C, MUNDY, MYERS,
NAI LOR, NI CKCOL, OLIVER, PALLONE, PHI LLIPS, PIPPY, PISTELLA,
PRESTON, RAYMOND, ROBI NSON, ROEBUCK, ROSS, SANTONI, SATHER
SCHRCDER, SCHULER, SCRI MENTI, SEMMEL, SHANER, B. SM TH,
SOLOBAY, STABACK, STEELMAN, STERN, STETLER, T. STEVENSON,
R STEVENSQON, STRI TTMATTER, STURLA, TANGRETTI, THOVAS,
TRELLO, TRICH, VANCE, VEON, WATERS, W LT, WOGAN, WOJNARCSKI,
M VRIGHT, G WRI GHT AND YOUNGBLOOD, OCTOBER 5, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
OCTOBER 5, 2001
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AN ACT

Providing for treatnment of psychol ogical problens in health care
facilities.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Psychol ogi sts
Continuity of Care Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) The practice of psychology in this Conmonwealth is
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recogni zed as an i ndependent health profession appropriately

regul ated and prescribed by the State Board of Psychol ogy,

and the interests of the people of this Commonweal th demand
that all appropriate resources, including inpatient
facilities, be available to assist in the diagnosis,
prevention, treatnment and anelioration of psychol ogi cal

probl enms and enotional and nental disorders by psychol ogi sts.

(2) The treatnent of the psychol ogical problens of
citizens of this Commonwealth will be enhanced in sone cases
by tenporary hospitalization, and psychol ogi sts nmust be
recogni zed as eligible for clinical privileges to practice
i ndependently in a hospital setting.

(3) It is therefore the intent of the General Assenbly
to authorize and encourage |licensed health care facilities,
prem sed upon individual determ nations by the facilities, to
make services of psychol ogists available in inpatient
settings by conferring nenbership on the nedical or
prof essional staff and clinical privileges to psychol ogists
consistent with their qualifications and |icensure.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Clinical privileges." The authority to provide patient care
i ndependently, including, but not limted to, psychol ogical
assessnments, psychot herapy, consultation, adm ssion and
di scharge procedures and other privileges consistent with
section 7.

"Health care facility.” A general or special hospital or any

i npatient, outpatient or partial hospital programor health care
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facility licensed by the Commonweal t h.

"Physician.” A nedical doctor or doctor of osteopathy.

"Psychol ogist.” A person who is licensed in accordance with
t he provisions of the act of March 23, 1972 (P.L.136, No.52),
known as the Professional Psychol ogists Practice Act.
Section 4. Appointnment to staff of health care facility.

The byl aws of any health care facility may provide for the
appoi ntment of a psychol ogi st as a nenber of the nedical or
prof essional staff on such ternms and conditions as the facility
shal | reasonably establish. Each psychol ogi st accepted on the
staff shall be qualified for nmenbership and the exercise of the
specific clinical privileges granted to that psychol ogist. The
staff of any facility shall define in its bylaws the
requi renents for adm ssion to staff nenbership of a psychol ogi st
and for the delineation and retention of clinical privileges by
a psychol ogi st. Psychol ogi sts shall be eligible to hold
menber shi p and serve on comm ttees of the nedical or
prof essional staffs and may possess clinical privileges and
carry professional responsibilities consistent with the scope of
their licensure and their conpetence, subject to the reasonable
rules of the facility. Menbers of the nedical staff and those
granted clinical privileges shall currently hold |icenses to
practice in this Comobnweal t h.
Section 5. Standards for granting staff menbership and clinical

privil eges.

(a) Criteria.--The conferring of staff nenbership and
delineation of clinical privileges shall be determ ned on an
i ndi vi dual basis commensurate with an applicant's educati on,
trai ning, experience and denonstrated current conpetence in

accordance with the byl aws of the nedical and professional
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staff. In inplenenting these criteria, the staff shall fornulate
and apply reasonabl e nondi scrim natory standards for the

eval uation of an applicant's credentials. An applicant may not
be deni ed nedical staff privileges on the basis of sex, race,
color, creed or national origin or on the basis of any other
criterion | acking professional or ethical justification. As part
of the overall responsibility for the operation of a health care
facility, the governing body, or persons designated by it, shal
ensure that decisions on staff menbership and clinical
privileges be based on an objective evaluation of an applicant's
credentials free of anticonpetitive intent or purposes. \Wenever
possi bl e, the credentials conmittee and other staff who eval uate
and determne an applicant's qualifications for staff nenbership
and clinical privileges under this act shall include nenbers of
t he applicant's profession.

(b) Hearing requirenent.--No health care facility nmay deny
an application by a psychol ogist for staff nenbership, clinical
privileges or reappointnment or nodify, suspend or revoke such
menber ship or privileges wi thout providing the psychol ogist with
a fair hearing and a nechanismfor review upon request by the
psychol ogi st. Each health care facility shall provide for a fair
heari ng and revi ew process for psychologists in its byl aws.

(c) dinical privileges.--The exercise of clinical
privileges in any health care facility may be limted,
restricted or revoked for reasons including, but not limted to,
violations of the rules, regulations or adm nistrative
procedures of the facility which are applied in good faith and
in a nondiscrimnatory manner to all practitioners appointed to
the staff or granted clinical privileges by the facility.

Section 6. Status of present psychol ogi st staff nenbers and
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Not hing in this act shall prohibit a psychol ogist who is
currently an allied staff nmenber or an enpl oyee of a health care
facility fromcontinuing to work or practice in that capacity.
Section 7. Medical coverage.

(a) Patient evaluation and managenent. --Wenever a
psychol ogi st may have the responsibility for the hospitalization
or treatnent of a patient with nmental illness, that psychol ogi st
or the health care facility shall, prior to or at the tine of
adm ssion, identify an appropriate physician with privil eges at
the facility who shall be responsible for medical eval uation and
nmedi cal managenent of the patient for the duration of the
hospitalization or treatment. The psychol ogi st responsible for
t he adm ssion shall be responsible for all other eval uation and
managenent of the patient.

(b) Scope.--Nothing in this act shall nodify or qualify the
responsi bility of a physician to provide nedical eval uation of
or nedi cal managenent for nmentally disabled persons wthin
health care facilities. Further, nothing in this act shal
authorize any staff menber to practice beyond the scope of his
current |icense.

Section 8. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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