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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1330 >

| NTRODUCED BY WACHOB, HCEFFEL, R C. WRI GHT, RYBAK, KOMLYSHYN
MORRI S, BELFANTI, RI CHARDSON, PRESTQON, O DONNELL, ALDERETTE
BATTI STO, KUKOVI CH, SALOOM TRELLO, | TKIN, KOSI NSKI,
Pl STELLA, AFFLERBACH, HALUSKA AND M CHLOVIC, JULY 5, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, JULY 5, 1983
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare aws of the Commonweal th," further regulating
eligibility for welfare; and transferring responsibilities to

t he Departnent of Labor and I ndustry.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The introductory paragraph of subsection (a) and
subsection (e) of section 405.1 of the act of June 13, 1967
(P.L.31, No.21), known as the Public Wl fare Code, anmended Apri
8, 1982 (P.L.231, No.75), are anended to read:

Section 405.1. Wrk Registration Program--(a) [Prior]

Every individual, within ten days after establishing eligibility

for public assistance, as a condition of continuing eligibility

for aid to fanmilies with dependent children or general

assi stance and prior to the authorization of assistance, [every

i ndividual] shall register in accordance with regul ations of the

[departnent] Departnent of Labor and Industry for enploynent,
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trai ni ng and manpower services, unless such individual is:

* * %

(e) The [departnent] Departnent of Labor and I ndustry

shall[, within twelve nonths of the effective date of this act,]
establish a Statew de programwhich will have as its prinmary

pur pose, the obtaining of bona fide enpl oynent for non-exenpt
assi stance applicants and recipients. The program may be
substituted for the registration required by subsection (a). The
program shall include, but not be limted to referral to private
enpl oynment agenci es under contract with the departnment and the
establ i shment of an enploynment officer in county board of

assi stance offices.

* x *

Section 2. Sections 405.2, 432(3)(iii), 442.1 and 475 of the
act, added or anmended April 8, 1982 (P.L.231, No.75), are
amended to read:

Section 405.2. Comunity Wirk Program--(a) The

[departnent] Departnent of Labor and Industry shall coordinate

t he establishnment of conmunity work projects by departnents,

agencies or institutions of the Conmonweal th or any nonprofit

organi zati on or agency located within the Commbnweal th or any

political subdivision |ocated within the Cormonweal th or any
agency of the Federal Governnment and shall assign to these work
proj ects cash assistance recipients for whomthe Ofice of

Enpl oynment Security has been unable to secure enploynent. In

i nstances when community work projects are not avail able for al
abl e- bodi ed cash assistance recipients, priority shall be given
to general assistance recipients for referral to avail able

proj ects.

(b) Every individual who has not received a bona fide offer
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of training or enploynent under section 405.1 shall, as a
condition of continuing eligibility for cash assistance, report
to and work in a community work project established under this
section unless such individual is over the age of forty-five or
is exenpt fromthe registration requirenments of section 405. 1.
Such individual shall be required to work that nunber of hours
whi ch when nultiplied by the applicable mni numwage equal s the
anount of cash assistance such person receives: Provided,
however, That the parent or other caretaker of a child between
the ages of six and fourteen who is personally providing care
for the child with only very brief and infrequent absences from
the child shall not be required to participate in community work
proj ects except on days and at tinmes when the child is in school
or when there are adequate day-care arrangenents avail able for
the child at no cost to the recipient. No lien shall be inposed
agai nst the real property of the individual under the act of
June 24, 1937 (P.L.2045, No.397), known as "The Support Law," to
recover cash assi stance paynents paid to that individual for the
period that the individual actually works in community work
proj ects.

(c) Conmunity work projects established under this section

nmust be approved by the [departnent] Departnent of Labor and

Industry. To qualify for approval, a work site nmust conformto
appropriate health and safety standards. Cash assi stance

reci pients shall not be assigned to work opportunities avail able
due to a | abor dispute, strike, or |ockout and shall not be
assigned to performwork so as to cause the |layoff, downgrading
or prevention of return to work of an avail abl e conpet ent

enpl oye. Cash assistance recipients shall be assigned to

community work projects within [twenty-five mles] reasonabl e
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proximty of their place of residence.

(d) A person who without good cause fails or refuses to
accept assignnment to and participate in a community work project
shall be disqualified fromreceiving cash assistance for sixty
days for the first violation and thereafter until such tinme he
or she is willing to conply. For the second violation and
subsequent violations the disqualification period shall be one
hundred twenty days. The disqualification period shall commence
on the date the departnment's order inposing disqualification is
final.

(e) The departnent shall propose initial rules and
regul ations for the admnistration of this section prior to the
effective date of this section. Neither initial rules and
regul ati ons nor any pronul gated thereafter with regard to this
section shall take effect wi thout the approval of the General
Assenbly. The departnment's proposed initial rules and
regul ati ons shall be submtted to, and approved or di sapproved
by, the Senate and the House of Representatives in the sane
manner as provided for the consideration of reorgani zation pl ans
provided for by the act of April 7, 1955 (P.L.23, No.8), known
as the "Reorgani zation Act of 1955." In the event that the
CGeneral Assenbly di sapproves the proposed rul es and regul ati ons,
then the departnent shall submt new rules and regul ations
within thirty days.

(f) Wbrknen's conpensation insurance prem uns shall be the
responsibility of the [entity which provides the enpl oynent

opportunity.] Conmonweal t h.

(g) No person shall be deni ed general assi stance under this

section if the office has not been able to establish sufficient

communi ty work projects.
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Section 432. Eligibility.--Except as hereinafter otherw se
provi ded, and subject to the rules, regulations, and standards
established by the departnent, both as to eligibility for
assistance and as to its nature and extent, needy persons of the
cl asses defined in clauses (1), (2), and (3) shall be eligible
for assistance:

* %

(3) O her persons who are citizens of the United States, or
legally admitted aliens and who are chronically needy or
transitionally needy persons.

* %k

(ti1) Transitionally needy persons are those persons who are
otherwi se eligible for general assistance but do not qualify as
chronically needy. Assistance for transitionally needy persons
shall be [authorized only once in any twelve-nonth period in an
anount not to exceed the anmount of ninety days' assistance]

continued as |l ong as the person conplies with the requirenents

of this act.

* * %

Section 442.1. The Medically Needy; Determ nation of
Eligibility.--A person shall be considered nedically needy if
he:

(1) Resides in Pennsylvania, regardl ess of the duration of
his residence or his absence therefrom and

(2) Meets the standards of financial eligibility established
by the departnment with the approval of the Governor. In
establishing these standards the departnment shall take into
account (i) the funds certified by the Budget Secretary as
avai |l abl e for nedical assistance for the nedically needy; (ii)

pertinent Federal |egislation and regulations; and (iii) the
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cost of living. [Transitionally needy persons who are not
eligible for cash assistance by reason of section 432(3)(iii)
shall be considered nedically needy if otherw se eligible.]
Section 475. Gant Increases.--[(a)] On July 1, 1982, the
Department of Public Wl fare shall raise general assistance and
aid to famlies with dependent children all owances for
assi stance units of three or nore persons by an average of at
| east five percent.
[(b) If the departnment is prevented by court order from
i npl enenting the provisions of section 10 of this anendatory
act, the provisions of this section shall be suspended and shal
not take effect until the provisions of section 10 are
i mpl enment ed. ]

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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