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AN ACT

Providing for a programto be adm nistered by the Departnent of
Agriculture relating to educating pet owners on the need for
pet sterilization; providing for refunds to be paid to pet

owners for pet sterilization; establishing the Pet Popul ation

Control Fund; and providing penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Pet
Popul ati on Control Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Agriculture of the
Commonweal t h.

"Fund." The Pet Popul ati on Control Fund.



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

"Pet." A dog or cat.

"Veterinary practice.”" The practice of veterinary nedicine
by a person licensed under the act of Decenber 27, 1974
(P.L.995, No.326), known as the Veterinary Medicine Practice
Act .

Section 3. Pet Popul ation Control Program

The departnent shall establish and inplenment the Pet
Popul ation Control Program The purpose of this program shall be
to reduce the popul ation of unwanted and stray dogs and cats by
encouragi ng the owners of these pets to have them pernmanently
sexual ly sterilized, thereby reducing potential threats to
public health and safety posed by the grow ng popul ati on of
t hese unwanted and stray animals, and by providing financial
assi stance for pet sterilization to owners of dogs and cats. The
departnment shall develop a Statew de programto educate all pet
owners of the need for spaying and neutering pets, and shal
advertise the State program
Section 4. State assistance for spayi ng and neutering.

The departnent shall provide a rei nbursenment program for
eligible pet owners for the spaying and neutering of pets.
Section 5. Pet Popul ation Control Fund.

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established a speci al
fund in the State Treasury to be known as the Pet Popul ation
Control Fund, to which shall be credited all surcharges
col  ected under this act.

(b) Surcharge.--A 1¢ per pound surcharge shall be inposed on
all dog and cat food for sale at whol esale for consunption in
this Commonweal th. This surcharge shall be paid by the purchaser
and shall be forwarded directly to the State Treasury for

deposit into the fund.
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(c) Interest.--Any interest earned by noneys in the Pet
Popul ation Control Fund shall be nade part of the fund.

(d) Requisitions.--The departnment shall requisition fromthe
fund all avail abl e anmounts necessary to provide a rei nbursenent
program for the sterilization of pets in this Commonweal t h.

(e) Appropriation.--As much as may be necessary of the
noneys in the Pet Population Control Fund is hereby appropriated
to pay:

(1) Al salaries of the enpl oyees of the departnment in
adm nistering their duties under this act.

(2) Al expenses of the Secretary of Agriculture and the
departnment in admnistering their duties under this act.

(3) Reinbursenents to pet owners for 50% of the
veterinarian's fee to spay or neuter their pets, but not to
exceed the follow ng:

(i) For cat neuters - $20.
(ii) For cat spays - $35.
(iii) For dog neuters - $40.
(iv) For dog spays - $55.

(4) Ongoing education prograns to inform pet owners and
potential pet owners of the consequences of pet
over popul ati on.

(5) Advertising for the State program

Section 6. Pet sterilization.

(a) Rules and regulations.--The departnment shall pronul gate
rul es and regul ati ons necessary to carry out the purposes of
this act. Reinbursenent shall be based on avail abl e funds.

(b) Display.--The departnment shall require veterinary
practices, pet shops, public and private shelters and kennels to

di splay the rules and regul ati ons of the Pet Popul ati on Contr ol
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Programin a conspi cuous | ocati on.

(c) Procedure.--Any person submtting a pet for sexua
sterilization under this act shall:

(1) Sign a consent formcertifying that the person is
the owner of the pet, or is authorized by the owner to
present the pet for the procedure.

(2) Pay to the veterinary practice the fee for the
sterilization surgery.

(3) Submt an application formfor reinbursenent to the
depart nment.

(d) Eligibility.--1n order to be eligible to participate in
the program the owner of the pet shall be a resident of this
Commonweal t h.

Section 7. Refunds.

(a) Reinbursenent.--Upon subnission to the departnment of a
properly conpleted application formfor reinbursenent, the
departnment shall reinburse qualifying pet owners a refund for
50% of the veterinarian's fee to spay or neuter their pets, but
not to exceed the follow ng:

(1) For cat neuters - $20.

(2) For cat spays - $35.

(3) For dog neuters - $40.

(4) For dog spays - $55.

(b) Application form--The application formfor
rei nbursenent shall include, but not be limted to, the
fol | ow ng:

(1) The nane and address of the pet owner.

(2) The nane and address of the veterinarian who
performed the surgery.

(3) A description of the pet as to species, breed, size
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1 and sex.

2 (4) A brief description of the procedure perforned.

3 (5) An affidavit by the veterinary practice that the

4 sterilization has been conpleted and of the anpunt paid for
5 t he surgical procedure and by whom

6 (6) Certification by the pet owner of the actual anopunt
7 paid by the owner for the surgical procedure.

8 (7) The nane of any other organization providing direct
9 financi al assistance, in whole or in part, for the cost of
10 t he surgical procedure and the anpunt provided.

11 (c) Application for reinbursenent.--Application for the

12 refund nust be nmade no | ater than six nonths fromthe date of
13 the surgery.

14 Section 8. O fense.

15 (a) Ofenses defined.--A person commts a m sdeneanor of the
16 second degree if he know ngly:

17 (1) Submts false or fraudul ent proof of eligibility.
18 (2) Furnishes any veterinary practice with inaccurate
19 i nformati on concerning the ownership of a pet submtted for a
20 pet sterilization procedure.
21 (3) Furnishes the departnment with fal se i nfornmation
22 concerning the actual anount paid for the surgical procedure
23 by the pet owner or submits a fraudul ent application for
24 rei nbursenent under this act.
25 (b) Violation of Veterinary Medicine Practice Act.--

26 Providing false informati on under this section shall be a

27 violation of the act of Decenber 27, 1974 (P.L.995, No.326),
28 known as the Veterinary Medicine Practice Act.

29 (c) Reports by departnent.--The departnment shall report al
30 violations of this act to:
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(1) Appropriate |aw enforcenent authorities.
(2) The State Board of Veterinary Medical Exam ners.

Section 9. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in six nonths.
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