PRI OR PRINTER S NOS. 1151, 3015 PRINTER S NO. 3743

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 969 =5

| NTRODUCED BY ARGALL, HERMAN, SATHER, LEH, | TKIN, SCHRODER
STABACK, BELARDI, BATTISTO, CAWEY, C. WLLIAMS5, REBER,
STERN, ROONEY, STURLA, TRAVAGLI O CARONE, MASLAND, RAYMOND
GElI ST, VAN HORNE, CURRY, E. Z. TAYLOR L. |I. COHEN
HENNESSEY, YOUNGBLOOD, FARGO, BENN NGHOFF, RAMOS, BOSCCLA,
STETLER, McGEEHAN, STEELMAN, MANDERI NO, McNAUGHTON, PETRONE
RCSS, FI CHTER, WALKO, BROWNE, HUTCHI NSON, BELFANTI ,
CALTAG RONE AND JOSEPHS, MARCH 25, 1997

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
JUNE 9, 1998
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AN ACT

Encouragi ng State agencies to |locate facilities in a downtown
ar ea.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Downt own
Locati on Law.
Section 2. Legislative findings and decl aration of purpose.

(a) Findings.--The General Assenbly finds that:

(1) This Commonweal th has | ost over 4,000,000 acres of

farm and to devel opnent in the |ast 40 years.

(2) The phenonenon of urban flight AND SPRAW. has led to <—
a decline of eent+al TRADI TI ONAL CENTRAL AND NEI GHBORHOOD <—

busi ness districts throughout this Commonweal t h.
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(3) The decline of the—eentralbusiness—distriet THESE
DI STRICTS has a clear |inkage to nmany probl ens facing our
communities: crinme, unenploynment, shrinking tax bases and
decayi ng i nfrastructure.

(4) It is in the best interest of this Conmonwealth to
facilitate the revitalization of eentral TRADI TI ONAL CENTRAL
AND NEI GHBORHOOD busi ness districts within our communities.

(5) Federal agencies already have established a policy
to use downtown | ocations.

(b) Purpose.--The purpose of this act is to encourage
agenci es of the Commonwealth to be | eaders in the novenent to
end urban flight and sprawl and serve as exanpl es of the
feasibility of returning to dewntewr—areas DONNTOMNS.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent."” The Departnent of General Services of the
Commonweal t h.

"Downtown." The central business district of a city,

bor ough, incorporated town or township, or any comrercial or

m xed use area which—-has—traditionally—servedas—theretatl -

Commenwealth— WTHI N A NEI GHBORHOOD OF A CITY, BOROUGH

| NCORPORATED TOMN OR TOWNSHI P, | N EVERY CASE THAT HAS
TRADI TI ONALLY SERVED, SINCE THE FOUNDI NG OF THE COVMUNI TY, AS
THE RETAI L SERVI CE AND COMMUNAL FOCAL PO NT W THI N THAT
COMWUNI TY OF TH S COMVONVEALTH

"Secretary."” The Secretary of General Services of the
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Commpnweal t h.

" . _n : i <
"STATE AGENCY." | NCLUDES ANY OF THE DEPARTMENTS, AGENCI ES, <—
BOARDS, COWMM SSI ONS AND of fices under the adm nistrative control

of the executive branch of governnment of the Conmonweal t h.

Section 4. Powers and duti es.
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The—departaenrt—shatt—devise—and—promttgate—gui-detires—to
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THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLI SH AND PROMULGATE REGULATI ONS TO
ENCOURAGE STATE AGENCI ES TO LOCATE LEASED AND STATE- CONSTRUCTED
FACILITIES IN A DOWNTOAN AREA. THE REGULATI ONS SHALL:
(1) FOCUS ON:
(1) LOCAL ECONOM C CONS| DERATI ONS.
(11) THE REQUI REMENTS OF THE AGENCY.
(111) SERVI CI NG CLI ENTELE NEEDS.
(1V) THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF SUI TABLE SPACE.
(V)  COVPETI TI VENESS | N THE MARKET PLACE.
(2) G VE PRI MARY CONSI DERATI ON TO THE RESTORATI ON,
REUSE, OR BOTH, OF EXI STI NG STRUCTURES W TH N THE DOANTOWK.
WHEN USI NG EXI STI NG STRUCTURES REASONABLE EFFORTS SHALL BE
MADE TO
(1) RESTORE OR REBUI LD THE STRUCTURE' S FACADE WHI CH
MAI NTAI NS THE ARCHI TECTURAL | NTEGRI TY OF THE BUI LDI NG AND
STREETSCAPE ACCORDI NG TO THE UNI TED STATES SECRETARY OF
THE | NTERI OR S STANDARDS FOR REHABI LI TATI ON (36 CFR 68).
(1) ENSURE THAT THE STRUCTURE MEETS THE AMERI CANS
W TH DI SABI LI TI ES ACT OF 1990 (PUBLIC LAW 101- 336, 104
STAT. 327) REQUI REMENTS | N AN AESTHETI CALLY PLEASI NG
MANNER
(3) G VE SECONDARY CONSI DERATI ON TO THE USE OF I N-FILL
CONSTRUCTI ON W THI N THE DOWNTOMN | F THE RESTORATI ON OR REUSE
OF EXI STI NG STRUCTURES W THI N THE DOWNTOAN | S NOT DETERM NED
TO BE A REASONABLE ALTERNATI VE BY THE DEPARTMENT. WHEN USI NG
I N-FI LL STRUCTURES REASONABLE EFFORTS SHALL BE MADE TO
(1) HAVE THE SCALE AND FACADE OF THE I N FILL
STRUCTURE MAI NTAI N THE ARCHI TECTURAL | NTEGRI TY OF THE
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EXI STI NG STREETSCAPE.
(1'l') ENSURE THAT THE STRUCTURE MEETS THE AMERI CANS
W TH DI SABI LI TIES ACT OF 1990 REQUI REMENTS I N AN
AESTHETI CALLY PLEASI NG MANNER.
(4) | NCLUDE PROVI SI ONS TO DENY REQUESTS FROM STATE
AGENCI ES TO LOCATE OR TO RELOCATE OUTSI DE OF A DONWNTOANN AREA
UNLESS | T IS DOCUMENTED THAT NO REASONABLE ALTERNATI VE
EXI STS. LACK OF ONSI TE PARKI NG SHALL NOT ALONE BE SUFFI Cl ENT
DOCUMENTATI ON VWHEN ALTERNATI VE PARKI NG | S AVAI LABLE W THI N
THE DOANTOWN.
(5) COORDI NATE THE LOCATI ON OF STATE- CONSTRUCTED
FACI LI TIES W TH EXI STI NG PUBLI C AND PRI VATE SECTOR
ORGANI ZATI ONS COW TTED TO COMMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT, DOWNTOMN
REVI TALI ZATI ON AND HI STORI C PRESERVATI ON.
SECTION 5. REPORT TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
(A) REPORT.--WTH N ONE YEAR AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF
TH' S ACT, AND EVERY YEAR THEREAFTER, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SUBM T
A REPCORT TO THE URBAN AFFAI RS AND HOUSI NG COW TTEE AND THE
COMMUNI TY AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT COW TTEE OF THE SENATE AND
THE URBAN AFFAI RS COMW TTEE AND THE COMVERCE AND ECONOM C
DEVELOPMENT COW TTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCERN NG
THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF TH S ACT.
(B) CONTENTS. --TH S REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LI M TED
TO, THE FOLLOW NG
(1) THE TOTAL NUMBER OF LEASED AND STATE- CONSTRUCTED
FACI LI TI ES REVI EWED BY THE DEPARTMENT DURI NG THE PRI OR YEAR
(2) THE NUMBER OF LEASED AND STATE- CONSTRUCTED
FACI LI TI ES THAT WERE LOCATED | N DOANTOWN AREAS AS DEFI NED BY
TH' S ACT.
(3) I N CASES WHERE A LEASED OR STATE- CONSTRUCTED
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FACI LI TY WAS NOT I N A DOAMWNTOMN AREA, THE REASONS FOR THE
LEASE OR FACI LI TY BEI NG LOCATED OUTSI DE OF THE DOWNTOM AREA.
(4) THE NUMBER OF LEASES AND STATE- CONSTRUCTED
FACI LI TI ES THAT | NCLUDED THE RESTORATI ON AND REUSE OF AN
EXI STI NG STRUCTURE.
(5) MEASURES TAKEN BY THE DEPARTMENT TO ENCOURAGE STATE
AGENCI ES TO LOCATED | N DOWNTOMN AREAS.

Section 5 6. Ef fecti ve date. <—
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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