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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 969 =5

| NTRODUCED BY ARGALL, HERMAN, SATHER, LEH, | TKIN, SCHRODER
STABACK, BELARDI, BATTISTO, CAWEY, C. WLLIAMS5, REBER,
STERN, ROONEY, STURLA, TRAVAGLI O CARONE, MASLAND, RAYMOND
GElI ST, VAN HORNE, CURRY, E. Z. TAYLOR L. |I. COHEN
HENNESSEY, YOUNGBLOOD, FARGO, BENN NGHOFF, RAMOS, BOSCCLA,
STETLER, McGEEHAN, STEELMAN, MANDERI NO, McNAUGHTON, PETRONE
RCSS, FI CHTER, WALKO AND BROMWNE, MARCH 25, 1997

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON URBAN AFFAI RS, MARCH 25, 1997
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AN ACT

Encouragi ng State agencies to |locate facilities in a downtown
ar ea.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Downt own
Locati on Law.
Section 2. Legislative findings and decl aration of purpose.
(a) Findings.--The General Assenbly finds that:
(1) This Commonweal th has | ost over 4,000,000 acres of
farm and to devel opnent in the |ast 40 years.
(2) The phenonenon of urban flight has |led to a decline
of central business districts throughout this Comobnweal t h.
(3) The decline of the central business district has a

clear linkage to many problens facing our communities: crine,



1 unenpl oynment, shrinking tax bases and decayi ng

2 infrastructure.

3 (4) It is in the best interest of this Conmonwealth to
4 facilitate the revitalization of central business districts
5 Wi thin our comunities.

6 (5) Federal agencies already have established a policy
7 to use downtown | ocations.

8 (b) Purpose.--The purpose of this act is to encourage

9 agencies of the Commonwealth to be | eaders in the novenent to
10 end urban flight and sprawl and serve as exanpl es of the

11 feasibility of returning to downtown areas.

12 Section 3. Definitions.

13 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
14 have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

15 context clearly indicates otherw se:

16 "Departnent.” The Departnent of General Services of the

17 Commonweal t h.

18 "Downtown." The central business district of a city, borough
19 or township, which has traditionally served as the retail,
20 service and conmunal focal point within a cormmunity of this
21 Commonweal t h.
22 "Secretary." The Secretary of General Services of the
23 Commonweal t h.
24 "State agencies.” Includes all departnents, agencies and
25 offices under the admi nistrative control of the executive,
26 legislative and judicial branches of governnent of the
27 Commonweal th. The termshall include, but not be limted to,
28 State liquor stores, enploynment offices and health clinics.
29 Section 4. Powers and duti es.
30 The departnent shall devise and pronul gate guidelines to
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encourage State agencies to locate their facilities in a
downt own area. These gui delines shall take into consideration
t he foll ow ng:

(1) Gving primary consideration to the restoration
and/ or reuse of existing structures within the downtown area.
When using existing structures reasonable efforts shall be
made to:

(i) Restore or rebuild the structure's facade which
mai ntains the architectural integrity of the building and
streetscape according to the U S. Secretary of the
Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation (36 CFR 68).

(1i) Ensure that the structure neets the Anmericans
Wth Disabilities Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-336, 104
Stat. 327) requirenents in an aesthetically pleasing
manner .

(2) Denying requests from State agencies to |ocate
out side a dowmntown area unless it is docunented that no
reasonabl e alternative exists.

(3) Coordinating the location of State facilities with
exi sting public/private sector organizations conmtted to
comunity devel opment, downtown revitalization and historic
preservati on.

Section 5. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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