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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 892 =%

| NTRODUCED BY MAYERNI K, KOSI NSKI', MRKONI C, FOX, GODSHALL
COVELL, BILLOW JOHNSON, MCORRI'S, CESSAR, HESS, M CHLOVI C,
STABACK, TRELLO, KUKOVI CH, COLE, McCALL, |TKIN, RYBAK,
B. SMTH, ROBBINS, DI ETTERI CK, GANNON, VAN HORNE, JAROLI N
DeLUCA, LEVDANSKY, HERVAN, RAYMOND, LAUGHLI N, REBER, BURD,
D. W SNYDER, CAWEY, PISTELLA, E. Z. TAYLOR CLYMER, ADCLPH
CORNELL, MARSI CO, HALUSKA, LASHI NGER, M COZZI E, OLASZ,
McVERRY, NOYE, G G.IOTTI, SAURMAN, KASUNI C, NAHILL,
R C. WRIGHT AND J. H CLARK, APRIL 3, 1989

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, APRIL 3, 1989
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 24, 1976 (P.L.424, No.101), entitled,
as anmended, "An act providing for the paynent of death
benefits to the surviving spouse or children or parents of
firefighters, anbul ance service or rescue squad nenbers or
| aw enforcenent officers killed in the performnce of their
duties,” further providing for benefits.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1 of the act of June 24, 1976 (P.L.424,
No. 101), referred to as the Energency and Law Enfor cenent
Personnel Death Benefits Act, anended Cctober 16, 1981 (P.L. 295,
No. 102), is anended to read:

Section 1. (a) In the event a | aw enforcenent officer,
anbul ance service or rescue squad nenber or firefighter is

killed in the performance of his duties or dies suddenly and

accidentally as a direct result of a trauna sustained in the
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performance of duty, such political subdivision within 30 days

fromthe date of death shall submt certification of such death
to the Cormonweal th. A volunteer firefighter shall be deened to
be acting in the performance of his duties for the purposes of
this act going to or directly returning froma fire which the
fire conpany or fire departnment attended including travel from
and direct return to a firefighter's honme, place of business or
ot her place where he or she shall have been when he or she
received the call or alarmor while participating in instruction
fire drills in which the fire departnment or fire conpany shal
have participated or while repairing or doing other work about
or on the fire apparatus or buildings and grounds of the fire
conpany or fire department upon the authorization of the chief
of the fire conpany or fire departnent or other person in charge
or while answering any energency calls for any purpose or while
riding upon the fire apparatus which is owed or used by the
fire conpany or fire departnment or while perform ng any other
duties of such fire conpany or fire departnment as authorized by
the municipality or while perform ng duties inposed by section
15, act of April 27, 1927 (P.L.465, No.299), referred to as the
Fire and Panic Act. A volunteer anbul ance service or rescue
squad nenber shall be deened to be acting in the performance of
his duties for the purposes of this act going to or directly
returning froman enmergency which the anbul ance service or
rescue squad attended including travel fromand direct return to
an anbul ance service or rescue squad nenber's hone, place of

busi ness or other place where he or she shall have been when he
or she received the call or alarmor while participating in
drills in which the anbul ance service or rescue squad shall have

participated or while repairing or doing other work about or on
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any energency vehicle or buildings and grounds of the ambul ance
service or rescue squad upon the authorization of the chief of

t he anbul ance service or rescue squad or other person in charge
whi | e answering any energency calls for any purpose or while
riding upon any vehicles which are owned or used by the

anbul ance service or rescue squad. Upon receipt of such
certification, the Comonweal th shall, from noneys payabl e out
of the General Fund, pay to the political subdivision the sum of
$25,000. Wthin five days of receipt of said sumfromthe
Commonweal th, the political subdivision shall pay such sumas a
benefit to the surviving spouse, or if there is no surviving
spouse, to the mnor children of the firefighter, anbul ance
service or rescue squad nmenber or |aw enforcenent officer killed

in the performance of duty or dying suddenly and accidentally as

the direct result of a trauma sustained in the perfornance of

duty. Wien no spouse or minor children survive, the benefit
shall be paid to the parent or parents of such firefighter
anbul ance service or rescue squad nenber or |aw enforcenent
of ficer.

(b) A death as the result of performance of duty shall nean

a death caused, in whole or in part, by the perfornmance of duty.

Presentati on of a notarized statenent from a physi ci an that

death was caused, in whole or in part, as a result of the

perfornmance of duty, shall constitute a prina facie presunption

that death was so caused. The statenent shall be acconpani ed by

a detailed anal ysis of the reason for the physician's findings.

(c) The Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vania shall pay out of the
General Fund to the surviving spouse, or, if there is no
surviving spouse, the mnor children of a State police officer

or other |aw enforcenent officer of the Commobnwealth killed in
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1 the performance of his duties or dying suddenly and accidentally
2 as the direct result of a traunma sustained in the performance of
3 duty, the sumof $25,000. When no spouse or mnor children

4 survive, the benefit shall be paid to the parent or parents of

5 such State police officer or other |aw enforcenent officer of

6 the Commonweal th. The benefit shall be payabl e whether or not

7 the officer was killed or died within the Comopnweal t h of

8 Pennsyl vani a.

9 (d) As used in this section, "trauma" shall include both
10 physical and enotional traunma and shall include, specifically,
11 heart attack, stroke or ruptured cerebral aneurysmthat occurs
12 during a stressful performance of duty.
13 Section 2. This act shall be retroactive to June 24, 1976.
14 Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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