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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 734 5%

| NTRODUCED BY DeWEESE, BEBKO- JONES, HERMAN, LAUGHLI N, MJNDY,
STABACK, WOINAROSKI, HARHAI, SCRI MENTI, DeLUCA, ROBERTS
WASHI NGTQON, JOSEPHS, SHANER, CRUZ, KIRKLAND, MELIO, MYERS
J. WLLIAMS, YEWCIC, JAMES, THOVAS, PETRARCA, HORSEY, MAHER
AND LEACH, MARCH 6, 2003

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 6, 2003
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 65 (Public Oficers) of the Pennsylvania

Consol idated Statutes, further providing for business

transacted at unauthorized neeting, for penalties and for

jurisdiction and venue of judicial proceedings.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 713, 714 and 715 of Title 65 of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anended to read:

§ 713. Business transacted at unauthorized neeting void.

A |l egal challenge under this chapter shall be filed within 30
days fromthe date of a neeting which is open, or within 30 days
fromthe discovery of any action that occurred at a neeting
whi ch was not open at which this chapter was viol ated, provided
that, in the case of a neeting which was not open, no | egal
chal l enge may be comrenced nore than one year fromthe date of
said nmeeting. [The] A court of record may enjoin any chall enged

action until a judicial determnation of the legality of the
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neeting at which the action was adopted is reached. Should [the]

any court, including a court of record, determne that [the] a

nmeeting did not neet the requirenents of this chapter, it may in
its discretion find that any or all official action taken at the
neeting shall be invalid. Should the court determ ne that the
nmeeting nmet the requirenents of this chapter, all official
action taken at the neeting shall be fully effective. The court

shal |l inpose reasonable attorney fees on the | osing party unl ess

it nakes a specific finding that it would be unjust to do so.

§ 714. Penalty.

Any nenber of any agency who participates in a neeting with
the intent and purpose by that nmenber of violating this chapter
commts a summary of fense and shall, upon conviction, be
sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding $100 plus costs of

prosecution. The court shall inpose reasonable attorney fees on

the losing party unless it makes a specific finding that it

woul d be unjust to do so, provided, however, that no attorney

fees may be i nposed on the district attorney or county for

unsuccessful l y prosecuti ng a case.

8§ 715. Jurisdiction and venue of judicial proceedings.

District justices and judges of the Phil adel phi a Mini ci pal

Court shall have original jurisdiction of all civil and cri m nal

actions under this chapter except as foll ows:

(1) The Conmonweal th Court shall have ori gi nal
jurisdiction of all civil actions involving State agencies
[and the].

(2) The courts of common pleas shall have original
jurisdiction of actions involving other agencies to render
decl aratory judgnents or to [enforce this chapter by

i njunction or other renedy deenmed appropriate by the court.
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1 The] enjoin neetings fromtaking place in violation of this
2 chapter.

3 (3) Once injunctive relief has been granted, the sane

4 court shall retain jurisdiction to inpose punishnent for

5 contenpt of court and, in its discretion, to declare official
6 action invalid pursuant to section 713 (relating to business
7 transacted at unauthorized neeting void). An action may be

8 brought by any person where the agency whose act is

9 conpl ained of is |located or where the act conpl ai ned of
10 occurr ed.
11 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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