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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 588 %5

| NTRODUCED BY HARRI'S, ARGALL, ARMSTRONG BAKER, BALDW N
BASTI AN, BEBKO- JONES, BENNI NGHOFF, BROWNE, BUNT, CAUSER,
CLYMER, COLEMAN, COSTA, CREIGHTON, CRUZ, DALEY, DENLI NGER
DONATUCCI, J. EVANS, FAI RCH LD, FORCI ER, FRANKEL, GABI G
GEl ST, GEORGE, G NGRI CH, GODSHALL, GOCD, GOODVAN, GRUCELA,
HARHAI , HERVAN, HERSHEY, HESS, HORSEY, HUTCHI NSON, KELLER
KI LLI ON, KI RKLAND, LAUGHLI N, LEACH, LEDERER, LESCOVI TZ,
MAJOR, MARKGOSEK, MARSI CO, McCALL, MA@ LL, Ml LH NNEY,
M LLARD, S. MLLER, MJSTIO O NEILL, PALLONE, PAYNE, PI CKETT,
Pl STELLA, READSHAW RElI CHLEY, ROHRER, ROSS, RUBLEY, SAI NATO
SATHER, SCAVELLO, SCHRCDER, SCRI MENTI, SHANER, B. SM TH,
SOLOBAY, E. Z. TAYLOR, THOVAS, TIGUE, TRUE, WEBER
WOINARGCSKI , YOUNGBLOOD AND ZUG, MARCH 15, 2004

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MARCH 15, 2004
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnati ng Septenber 2, 2004, as "Scl eroderma Awar eness Day" in
Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Mbre than 300, 000 people in the United States suffer
from scl eroderma; and

WHEREAS, For persons with sclerodernma, a chronic autoi nmune
di sease affecting connective tissue, the body's wound-healing
process for unknown reasons produces scarring that has the
potential to disfigure, debilitate or cause severe danage to
organs; and

VHEREAS, Residents of this Commonweal th have died from
conpl i cations of scleroderm; and

WHEREAS, Residents of this Comonweal t h have been di agnosed
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and are living with the disability and pain caused by
scl eroderma; and

WHEREAS, Wnen are three to four tines nore likely to get
scl eroderma t han nmen; and

WHEREAS, Scl eroderma generally strikes young adults aged 20
t hrough 40, attacking in the prinme of life; and

WHEREAS, Many persons with scl eroderma experience trenendous
suffering and pain, disability and soneti nes death, and the
fundanental cause and cure renai n unknown; and

WHEREAS, Due to the inherent difficulty of diagnosing
scl eroderma because of its simlarity to other diseases and
general ly poor clinical awareness, many persons suffer
i mpai rment and disabilities before diagnosis; and

VWHEREAS, Scl eroderma research has for decades suffered from
| ow fundi ng and a poor basic science platformfromwhich to
identify opportunities for progress; and

WHEREAS, Fi nding the cause of scleroderna and devel opi ng
prevention, clinical and public awareness and early diagnosis
are inportant tasks that all Anericans and residents of this
Commonweal th shoul d support; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives, recognizing the
i nportance of finding the cause and cure for scleroderm,
desi gnat e Septenber 2, 2004, as "Scl erodernma Awareness Day" in

Pennsyl vani a.
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