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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 578 5

| NTRODUCED BY EGOLF, GRUPPO, BI RMELIN, VANCE, PI CCOLA, PITTS,
SANTONI, STERN, BROWN, FLEAGLE, GEI ST, YOUNGBLOOD,
L. I. CCHEN MARKGOSEK, STI SH, DONATUCCI, SATHER, BATTI STO,
BUNT, CLARK, DENT, DEMPSEY, FI CHTER, FARGO ZUG, BAKER,
MASLAND, PETTIT, MELIO READSHAW COY, FAI RCH LD, KI NG
DRUCE, MAI TLAND, ARMSTRONG, STEIL, BLAUM PLATTS, LaGROITA,
ROONEY, FAJT, SERAFIN, J. TAYLOR, M LLER, STEELNMAN
HENNESSEY, NAI LOR, STABACK, KENNEY, STURLA, E. Z. TAYLOR
TRUE, WAUGH, LEH, LAUGHLI N, HESS, DeLUCA, BARD, MARSI CO
SHANER, HORSEY, MJNDY, Bl SHOP, ROHRER, DURHAM SAYLOR,
SEMVEL, TIGUE, TRELLO MERRY, ADOLPH, Cl VERA, RAYMOND,
HUTCHI NSON, PI STELLA AND TRI CH, FEBRUARY 2, 1995

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 2, 1995
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a

Consol idated Statutes, further providing for nurder and for

endangering the welfare of children; defining offenses of

mur der by child abuse and murder of a child; and providing
penal ti es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2502(c) of Title 18 of the Pennsyl vani a
Consol idated Statutes is anmended and the definition of
"perpetration of a felony” in subsection (d) is anended to read:
§ 2502. Murder.

* * %

(c) Murder of the third degree.--All other kinds of nurder,

i ncludi ng an of fense under section 2502.1 (relating to nurder of




a child), shall be nmurder of the third degree. Mirder of the
third degree is a felony of the first degree.

(d) Definitions.--As used in this section the foll ow ng
wor ds and phrases shall have the neanings given to themin this
subsecti on:

"Perpetration of a felony." The act of the defendant in
engagi ng in or being an acconplice in the comm ssion of, or an
attenpt to commit, or flight after commtting, or attenpting to
commt robbery, rape, or deviate sexual intercourse by force or
threat of force, arson, burglary [or], kidnapping[.] or the

fel ony of fense of endangering the welfare of a child.

* * %

Section 2. Title 18 is anended by adding a section to read:

§ 2502.1. Murder of a child.

A parent, quardi an or other person supervising the welfare of

a child under 18 years of age commits the of fense of nurder of a

child if the person reckl essly causes the death of the child.

Section 3. Section 4304 of Title 18 is anended to read:
8§ 4304. Endangering welfare of children.

(a) Ofense defined.--A parent, guardi an, or other person

supervising the welfare of a child under 18 years of age conmts
[a m sdeneanor of the first degree] an offense if he know ngly
endangers the welfare of the child by violating a duty of care,
protection or support.

(b)) Gading.--An offense under this section constitutes a

m sdeneanor of the first degree. However, where there is a

pattern or there are nultiple incidents of endangering the

wel fare of a child, the offense constitutes a felony of the

third degree.
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1 Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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