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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 494 5

| NTRODUCED BY GANNON, BARD, BELFANTI, CI VERA, CORRI GAN,
G LLESPI E, HENNESSEY, LaGROTITA, LEACH, LEVDANSKY, MARSI CO
MELIO R M LLER PICKETT, SCAVELLO, SCHRCDER, SEMVEL, THOVAS
AND Tl GUE, FEBRUARY 26, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 26, 2003
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A JO NT RESCLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania, requiring an individual to pass an

exam nation before filing a nom nating petition to becone a

district justice.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl

That section 12 of Article V be anended to read:

§ 12. Qualifications of justices, judges and justices of the
peace.

(a) Justices, judges and justices of the peace shall be
citizens of the Conmmonweal th. Justices and judges, except the
judges of the traffic court in the City of Phil adel phia, shal
be nenbers of the bar of the Suprenme Court. Justices and judges

of statew de courts, for a period of one year preceding their

el ection or appointnment and during their continuance in office,
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shall reside within the Commonweal th. O her judges and justices
of the peace, for a period of one year preceding their election
or appoi ntnent and during their continuance in office, shal
reside within their respective districts, except as provided in
this article for tenporary assignnments.

(b) Judges of the traffic court in the Cty of Philadel phia
[and justices of the peace] shall be nmenbers of the bar of the
Suprene Court or shall conplete a course of training and
instruction in the duties of their [respective offices] office
and pass an exam nation prior to assum ng office. Such courses

and exam nations shall be as provided by | aw.

(c) Justices of the peace shall be nenbers of the bar of the

Suprene Court or shall conplete a course of training and

instruction in the duties of their office prior to filing

nom nati on petitions for election to that office or prior to

assuning office in the case of appoi ntnent by the Governor. Such

courses and exam nati ons shall be as provided by | aw

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of this proposed constitutional anmendnent, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenments of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
requi red advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in
whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
passage of this proposed constitutional amendnent.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of this
proposed constitutional anendnent, the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the
advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article XI of the

Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
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advertisenments to two newspapers in every county in which such
newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
this proposed constitutional anendnent. The Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall submt this proposed constitutional anendnent
to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at the first
primary, general or nunicipal election occurring at |east three

nont hs after the proposed constitutional anendnment is passed by
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t he General Assenbly.
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