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| NTRODUCED BY BELLOM NI, DOVBROWSKI, Di CARLO AND FEE,
FEBRUARY 18, 1975

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, FEBRUARY 18, 1975

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 29, 1959 (P.L.58, No.32), entitled "An
act consolidating and revising the Vehicle Code, the Tractor
Code, the Mdtor Vehicle Financial Responsibility Act and
other acts relating to the ownership, possession and use of
vehicles and tractors,” providing that persons desiring to
operate comrercial notor vehicles nust obtain a chauffeur's
|icense, setting requirenments and fees for such |licenses,
provi ding for the suspension and revocati on of such |icenses,
and i nposi ng penalties.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 102, act of April 29, 1959 (P.L.58,

No. 32), known as "The Vehicle Code," is anmended by adding after
the definition "Chassis," a definition to read:

Section 102. Definitions.--The foll owi ng words and phrases
when used in this act shall, for the purpose of this act, have
the foll ow ng nmeani ngs, respectively, except in those instances
where the context clearly indicates a different neaning:

* * %

"Chauffeur's License."--The |license issued to a person

twenty-one (21) years of age or over to operate a connerci al
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not or vehi cl e.

* * %

Section 2. The definition of "Commercial Mtor Vehicle" in
section 102 of the act, anmended Cctober 14, 1959 (P.L.1321,

No. 445), is anended to read:

Section 102. Definitions.--The foll owi ng words and phrases
when used in this act shall, for the purpose of this act, have
the foll ow ng nmeani ngs, respectively, except in those instances
where the context clearly indicates a different neaning:

* x *

"Conmercial Mtor Vehicle."--Any notor vehicle designed for
carrying freight or merchandi se: Provided, however, That a notor
vehicle originally designed for passenger transportation, to
whi ch has been added a renovabl e box body wi thout nmaterially
altering said notor vehicle, when owned and used by a farnmer,
shall not be deenmed a "commercial notor vehicle" for the purpose
of this act. And further provided, That any notor vehicle of the
bus type [, operated under contract with or owned by any school
district, private school or parochial school of this
Commonweal th for the transportation of school children or
chil dren between their hones and Sunday school,] or a notor

vehicl e used as a taxicab shall be deemed a "commerci al notor

vehicle": And further provided, That a "suburban notor vehicle,"
as defined in this section, shall not be deened to be a
"“conmercial notor vehicle"” for the purpose of this act
regardl ess of the purpose for which the vehicle shall be used.

* x *

Section 3. The definition of "Qperator's License,"” in
section 102 of the act, is amended to read:

Section 102. Definitions.--The foll owi ng words and phrases

19750H0461B0510 - 2 -
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when used in this act shall, for the purpose of this act, have
the foll ow ng nmeani ngs, respectively, except in those instances
where the context clearly indicates a different neaning:

* * %

"Operator's License."--The |icense issued to any natural

person to operate a notor vehicle or tractor, except a

commercial notor vehicle. The provisions of the act relating to

an "operator's license" shall be applicable to a "chauffeur's

i cense" unl ess specific provisions are nade for a "chauffeur's

li cense" in which case such specific provisions shall be

control ling.

* * %

Section 4. Section 601 of the act, amended August 18, 1967
(P.L.250, No.101), and Decenber 2, 1971 (P.L.591, No.157), is
amended to read:

Section 601. Operators Miust Be Licensed.--(a) No person,
except those expressly exenpted under this act, shall operate
any notor vehicle or tractor upon a highway in this
Commonweal t h, unl ess such person has been |icensed as an

operator or chauffeur or a | earner by the departnment under the

provi sions of this act.
Penal ty.--Any person violating any of the provisions of

[ subsection (a)] subsections (a) and (c) of this section, shall,

upon sunmary convi ction before a nmagistrate for a first offense
be sentenced to pay a fine of fifty dollars ($50.00) and costs
of prosecution, and, in default of the paynment thereof, shal
undergo i nprisonnent for not nore than ten (10) days, and for

t he second and any subsequent offense, shall, upon summary
conviction thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine of not |ess than

fifty dollars ($50.00), or nore than three hundred dollars

19750H0461B0510 - 3 -
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($300. 00), or undergo inprisonment for not nore than three (3)
nmont hs, or both, and if any person charged with violating [this

subsection (a)] subsections (a) or (c) shall not have previously

violated [this subsection (a)] subsections (a) or (c), and

furni shes satisfactory proof of having held a Pennsyl vani a

operator's or chauffeur's license as the case may be during the
precedi ng operator's license period and sixty (60) or fewer days
have el apsed fromthe |ast date for renewal, the fine shall be
twenty-five dollars ($25.00) and costs of prosecution and in
default of the paynent thereof, shall undergo inprisonnent for
not nore than five (5) days. If such person fails to renew and
nore than sixty (60) days have el apsed, then such fine shall be
fifty dollars ($50.00) and costs of prosecution and in default
of the paynent thereof, shall undergo inprisonnment for not nore
than ten (10) days.

No person charged with violating [this subsection (a)]

subsections (a) and (c) shall be convicted if he produces in

court or at the office of the arresting officer an operator's

license, chauffeur's license or learner's permt theretofore

issued to himand valid in Pennsylvania at the tine of his
arrest.

(b) No person who has been issued a restricted license to
operate notor vehicles or tractors by the secretary shal
operate any notor vehicle or tractor in violation of such
restrictions.

Penal ty.--Any person violating the provisions of subsection
(b) of this section shall upon summary conviction before a
magi strate be sentenced to pay a fine of ten dollars ($10.00)
and costs of prosecution, and, in default of paynent thereof,

shall undergo inprisonnment for not nore than five (5) days.

19750H0461B0510 - 4 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

(c) No person, except those expressly exenpted under this

act, shall operate a commercial notor vehicle upon a hi ghway in

this Commonweal th unl ess such person has been |icensed as a

chauffeur or | earner by the departnent under the provisi ons of

this act.

(d) Any person duly licensed as a chauffeur hereunder shal

not be required to secure an operator's license but he nmay do so

if he so desires.

Section 5. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 606.1. Chauffeur Learners' Pernits.--

(a) The departnent upon receiving fromany person twenty-one

(21) years of age or over an application for a chauffeur

learner's permt may, in its discretion, issue such a permt

entitling the applicant, while having such permt in his

i mmredi at e possession, to operate a conmmerci al notor vehicl e upon

t he hi ghways for a period of ninety (90) days fromthe date of

i ssue or until such learner has failed three (3) tinmes at any

tinme within the ninety (90) day peri od the exam nati on

prescri bed by the secretary and when acconpani ed by a |licensed

operator of that type vehicle who is actually occupyi ng a seat

besi de the holder of the |learner's pernit.

(b)Y Every application for a chauffeur learner's pernt shal

be sworn to before a notary public or other officer enpowered to

adm ni ster oaths on a form provi ded by the departnent and

acconpani ed by the fee provided in this act and shall state the

nane, age, sex and actual or bona fide address of the applicant

together with any other infornmati on the secretary nay desire,

and whether or not the applicant has heretofore been |icensed as

an operator or chauffeur, and if so when and by what state, and

whet her or not such |icense has ever been revoked or suspended,

19750H0461B0510 - 5 -
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and if so the date of and reason for such suspensi on or

revocati on. Such application shall be acconpani ed by a

phot ograph of the applicant of a mni numsi ze and two (2) inches

by two (2) inches, taken within thirty (30) days of the date of

the application.

Penalty. --Any person violating any of the provisions of this

section shall, upon sunmary convi cti on before a nagi strate, be

sentenced to pay a fine of ten dollars ($10.00) and costs of

prosecution and in default of the paynent thereof shall undergo

i mpri sonnent for not nore than five (5) days.

Secti on 608. 1. Exam nati on for Chauffeur's License.--

(a) After the effective date of this act no person shal

operate a commerci al notor vehicle on the hi ghways of the

Commpnweal t h unl ess he:

(1) Shall make application for a chauffeur's |icense upon a

form furni shed by the departnent and pay the prescri bed fee.

Such application shall be acconpani ed by a phot ograph of the

applicant of a mininumsize of two (2) inches by two (2) inches,

taken within thirty (30) days of the date of the application. It

shall al so be acconpani ed by a statenent of the applicant's

experi ence and/or training in the operati on of comrerci al npotor

vehi cl es and evi dence of having satisfactorily passed the

physi cal exanm nation specified in subsection (b) of this

secti on.

(2) Shall have satisfactorily denonstrated to the secretary

or his representative by neans of a driving exam nation in

equi pnent supplied by the applicant that such applicant is a

proper person to operate a commercial notor vehicle, has

sufficient know edge of the mechani sm of a comrerci al nptor

vehicle to insure its safe operati on and by neans of a witten

19750H0461B0510 - 6 -
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exan nati on prepared by the secretary in cooperation with the

Pennsyl vania State Police, shall have denonstrated a

sati sfactory knowl edge of the | aws or requl ati ons concerni ng

commercial notor vehicles and their operation. The secretary nay

in his discretion issue a chauffeur's |license under this act

w t hout exami nation to any person applying therefor who is of

sufficient age as required by this act to receive the |icense

applied for when the secretary is satisfied that the appli cant

is fully gualified as an operator of commerci al notor vehicles,

and to any person who at the time of such application has a

valid unrevoked |license of |like nature i ssued to such person in

another state under a law requiring the |licensing and

exan nati on of operators.

(b)Y Such person shall carry a certificate indicating that he

has satisfactorily passed a physical exanm nati on prescri bed by

the secretary which indicates that such person is physically and

mentally capabl e of safely operating a commercial notor vehicle

over the hi ghways of the Commpbnweal th. Such physi cal exani nation

shall be by a |licensed physician other than the person's famly

physi ci an, and shall renmain valid for a period of three (3)

vears provi ded, however, that an earlier exan nation may be

requi red pursuant to subsection (e) of this section. The

secretary may i ssue the certificate w thout a physi cal

exam nation if the person is required to be physically exan ned

as a prior requirenent of his enploynent if the exam nation is

in a formapproved by the secretary and if proof of his passing

the exam nation is supplied to the secretary. Such certificate

i ssued by the exam ni ng physi cian or the secretary shall be

valid for a period of three (3) years fromdate of its issuance.

(c) Follow ng any exani nati on and pendi ng the i ssue of the

19750H0461B0510 - 7 -
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chauffeur's license the secretary's representati ve nay authori ze

any applicant who has qualified as a chauffeur to operate for a

period of thirty (30) days a notor vehicle or tractor with his

chauffeur learner's permt card without being acconpani ed by a

li censed operator, provided such learner's pernit card is

properly approved for such purpose.

(d) The secretary may in his discretion require the speci al

exan nati on by such agencies as the secretary may direct of any

applicant for a chauffeur learner's pernmit or chauffeur's

li cense or of any operator to determ ne i nconpetency, physi cal

or nental disability or di sease or any other conditi on which

m ght prevent such applicant from exerci sing reasonabl e and

ordinary control over a commerci al notor vehicle.

(e) The secretary nmay require such exam nation or re-

exanm nation to be given after three (3) years fromthe date of

i ssuance of the original chauffeur's |license or after three (3)

vears fromdate of | ast exanm nati on or re-exan nation

(f) Upon concl usi on of such exan nati on the secretary shal

take action as nay be appropriate and permt such person to

retain his license or nay i ssue a |license subject to certain

restrictions or limtations or nmay suspend the operating

privil eges of such person.

Penalty. -- Any person violating any of the provisions of this

section shall, upon sunmmary convi cti on before a nagi strate, be

sentenced to pay a fine of not |less than twenty-five doll ars

($25.00) and not nore than fifty dollars ($50.00) and costs of

prosecution and in default of the paynent thereof shall undergo

i mpri sonnent for not |ess than ten (10) days and not nore than

twenty-five (25) days.

Section 611.1. | ssuance of Chauffeur's License.--

19750H0461B0510 - 8 -
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(a) The departnent shall issue to every person |licensed as a

commerci al notor vehicle operator a chauffeur's |icense.

(b)Y Every such license shall bear thereon the chauffeur's

li cense nunber, the nane, address and occupati on, and such ot her

informati on as may be required, and al so a space for the

signature of the |icensee.

Section 6. Section 618 of the act is anmended by adding a
subsection to read:

Section 618. Suspension of Licenses or Qperating
Privileges.--

* * %

(k) When, under the provisions of any section of this act,

the secretary suspends or revokes the operator's |license of any

person for any violation conmtted while operating a conmerci al

notor vehicle, only the "chauffeur's |license," issued to such

person, shall be suspended or revoked.

Section 7. Section 619.1 of the act, added January 24, 1966
(1965 P.L.1497, No.527), is anended to read:

Section 619.1. Point System for Driver Education, Testing
and Suspensi on. - -

(a) In addition to the powers and duties of revocation and
suspensi on conferred upon the secretary under sections 616, 617,
618 and 619 of this act, he shall adm nister a systemfor driver
education, testing and suspension as hereinafter provided.

(b) The secretary shall maintain a record of convictions of
every person |licensed under the provisions of section 601 of
this act, and shall enter therein records of all convictions of
such persons for any violation of the notor vehicle laws of this

Commonweal th and shall assign to the operator's |license record

or chauffeur's license record of such person as of the date of

19750H0461B0510 - 9 -
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conviction of the offense, a nunmber of points for each such
conviction in accordance with the foll ow ng schedul e of

convictions and points. |If the conviction was as the result of

an of fense that took place while the |icensee was operating a

commercial notor vehicle, the points shall be assigned to or

renoved fromhis chauffeur's |license or chauffeur | earner's

permit record. If the conviction was the result of an offense

that took place while the |licensee was operati ng a vehi cl e ot her

than a comrercial nptor vehicle, the points shall be assigned to

or renbved fromhis operator's |license or operator's learner's

pernmit record. |If a person does not have an operator's |icense

or operator's learner's permt, the points shall be assigned to

or renbved fromhis chauffeur's |license or chauffeur learner's

permt record. The point systemshall apply to the follow ng

vi ol ati ons:

Section of Code Nunber of Points
1001 (1) Reckless driving...................... 5
1002 (a) Driving too fast for conditions....... 5
1002 (b) (1) Exceeding speed limt of 10 mles

per hour in passing any interurban

or streetcar taking on or discharging
passengers, or at intersection where
safety zone has been established,

or where traffic is controlled by a

peace officer or a traffic signal..... 4
1002 (b) (1.1) Exceeding 15 or 20 mles per hour

[imt in residence district........... 4
1002 (b) (2) Exceeding speed limt of 15 mles

per hour in school zone............... 5
1002 (b) (3) Exceedi ng speed limt 20 mles per

19750H0461B0510 - 10 -
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1002 (b),

(7)., (9),

1004
1005

1006

1007
1008 (a),
(e)
1008 (b)

1009 (a)

1010 (a)
1010 (b)

1011 (a),
1012
1013 (a),

(4),

(c),

(b),

(b),

19750H0461B0510

(5),

(d),

(d)

(c)

(6),

1002 (c)

hour within 200 feet of railway

grade crossing................

Speed Over Legal Limt

(and 30 days suspensi on)

30 and over. ..

(and 60 days suspensi on)

Driving to left center of highway..... 3

Passing at intersection or rai
CrosSing. .........ouiiinon..

Failure to drive on right half

| nproper passing..............
| nproper passing on curve or c
of hill.......................

Failure to yield to overtaking

Following too closely.........
Fol Il owi ng too closely (Comerc
vehicles).....................
| mproper turning..............
Failure to give proper signals
Ri ght of way (two vehicles at

- 11 -

| r oad

of

rest

i al
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intersections at sanme tinme)........... 3

1014 (a), (b), (c) Exceptions to right of way............ 3
1016 (a), (b) Driving through stop sign............. 5
1016. 1 Failure to yield right of way......... 5

1018 (a), (b), (c),

(d), (e) Passi ng school bus--1oading or
unloading........... ... .. .. .. . ... 6
1020 (a) Stopping on highway................... 3
1026 Coasti ng (passenger or conmerci al
vehicle)....... ... . .. . . . 3
1028 (a) Driving through traffic light......... 5
1036 Movi ng vi ol ati ons on Pennsyl vani a
Turnpi ke other than speed............. 3
1113.1 Restricted zones for certain Com
mercial Vehicles...................... 4

(c) In case of conviction of any person for two (2) or nore
of the offenses enunerated in subsection (b) of this section
commtted on a single occasion, points may be assessed agai nst
such person only for the of fense highest in points.

(d) In the case of a conviction in another state, the
secretary nmay assign points when such conviction, if commtted
in Pennsylvania, would result in assignnment of points to such
person's record.

(e) Wen any person's record shows as many as three (3)
points, the secretary shall send to such person at his | ast
known address a letter of notice pointing out such fact and
enphasi zing the nature and effects of the point system Failure
of any person to receive such a letter of notice shall not

prevent suspension of his operator's license, chauffeur's

|icense or learner's permt pursuant to this section. In the

19750H0461B0510 - 12 -
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case of an operator who is a mnor, the secretary my send a
simlar letter of notice to the mnor's parent or guardian for
his informtion.

(f) Wen any person's record for the first time shows as
many as six (6) points, the secretary shall require such person
to undergo a special exam nation as provided for in section 608
(g) of this act, or require such person to attend an approved
driver inprovenent school, or require such person to attend a
clinic, or any conbination of the foregoing and shall so notify
the person in witing. Wien a driver has successfully attended
and passed the course at a driver inprovenent school, his record
shall be credited with one (1) point for such attendance. If any
person fails to attend and satisfactorily conplete the
requi renents of such exam nation, school or clinic, an
additional five (5) points shall be assigned to his record, and

his operator's license, chauffeur's license or learner's permt

shall be suspended as provided in subsection (k) of this
secti on.

(g) Wen any person's record has been reduced bel ow si x (6)
points and for the second tinme shows as nany as six (6) points,
the secretary shall require a special exam nation as provided in
section 608 (g) of this act, and may agai n require such person
to attend an approved driver inprovenent school and/or clinic
and shall so notify such person in witing. If such person fails
to attend and satisfactorily conplete the requirenments of the
exam nation, or the approved driver inprovenent school or clinic

an additional five (5) points shall be assigned to his record

and his operator's license, chauffeur's |license or learner's
permt shall be suspended as provided in subsection (k) of this

secti on.
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(h) Wen any person's record has been reduced bel ow si x (6)
points and for the third or any additional tinme shows as nany as
six (6) points, the secretary or his representative shal
require such person to attend an interview wherein the record of
such person shall be reviewed, and the secretary shall take such
action as he shall deem proper.

(1) Wen any person's record shows an accumnul ati on of el even
(11) points or nore, the secretary shall suspend such person's

operator's license, chauffeur's license or learner's permt.

(j) Except as provided in subsection (m of this section,
poi nts recorded agai nst any person shall be renoved fromthe
date of last conviction at the rate of two (2) for each year in
whi ch such person is not convicted of any violation of the | aws
of the Commonwealth relating to vehicles or tractors.

(k) \Whenever an operator's license, chauffeur's |icense or

|l earner's permt is suspended pursuant to the provisions of this
section, unless otherwi se provided, the first such suspension
shall be for a period of sixty (60) days; the second such
suspensi on shall be for a period of ninety (90) days, and any
subsequent suspension shall be for such period of tine as the
secretary may, in his discretion deem proper, such period to be
not | ess than one hundred twenty (120) days nor nore than one
(1) year.

(1) Upon the suspension of the operator's license,

chauffeur's |license or |learner's permt of any person as

authorized by this section, the secretary shall inmediately

notify such person, in witing, to surrender his operator's

license, chauffeur's license or learner's permt to the
secretary or his authorized representative for the termof the

suspensi on.
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(m Upon the restoration of driving privileges of any person

whose operator's |license, chauffeur's license or learner's

permt has been suspended pursuant to this act, such person's
record shall show five (5) points and fromthe date of
restoration such points shall be renoved fromhis record at the
rate of two (2) each year, as provided, in subsection (j).

(n) The secretary may, after a hearing before himor his
representative, when it is indicated that such person is at
fault or partly at fault in causing an accident, require such
person to undergo a special exam nation or attend an approved
driver inprovenent school or clinic as provided in subsection
(f) of this section.

Section 8. Section 717 of the act is anmended by addi ng
subsections to read:

Section 717. QOperator's Licenses; Duplicate Registration or
Qperator's License Card. --

* * %

(f) The fee for issuing a chauffeur learner's permt shal

be five dollars ($5.00), which fee shall entitle the applicant

to such permit which shall be valid for ninety (90) days from

the date of issue, and if the chauffeur's exam nati on shall have

been passed during the ninety (90) day period to a chauffeur's

li cense for the current period not to exceed one (1) year from

the date of such permt or until the occurrence of the nonth of

birth of the commerci al nptor vehicle operator at the discretion

of the secretary.

(g) The fee for initial issuance of a chauffeur's |license

shall be five dollars ($5.00) per year

(h) The fee for renewal of a chauffeur's |license shall be

five dollars ($5.00) per vear.
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Section 9. Any person |licensed to operate a notor vehicle by
the departnent who within thirty (30) days after this act takes
ef fect nmakes application to be licensed as a conmerci al notor

vehi cl e operator shall not be required to conply with the

1

2

3

4

5 exam nation requirenments of clause (2) of subsection (a) of

6 section 608.1, if the application is acconpanied with a sworn
7 statenent sworn to before a notary public or other officer

8 enpowered to adm ni ster oaths that he has operated a conmerci al
9 notor vehicle for at |least one (1) year imedi ately precedi ng
10 the effective date of this act.
11 Section 10. This act shall take effect in one year.
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