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A RESOLUTI ON
Urging the Departnent of Health to conduct a study to determ ne
whet her the departnment should establish an additional Level

I1l |aboratory in western Pennsylvania for the testing of

sanpl es suspected of containing anthrax spores or other

bi ol ogi cal agents or develop a transportation systemto

safely transport sanples fromall areas of this Commonweal t h

to the existing Level 11l |aboratory, whichever is nore cost-

effective or efficient.

WHEREAS, Since Septenber 11, 2001, there have been several
bioterror attacks in this nation where anthrax spores were sent
through letters in the United States mail; and

WHEREAS, The ant hrax attacks caused the death of five
i nnocent people, infected at | east 18 others, placed hundreds of
their coworkers in fear of contracting anthrax and | ed the
entire nation to be seriously concerned about the handling of
mai | or suspicious substances that m ght cause further
out br eaks; and

WHEREAS, It is vital to the health, safety and wel fare of the

citizens of this nation that adequate testing facilities be



1 operated to test for the presence of anthrax spores and ot her

2 biological agents in mail and other suspicious substances; and

3 WHEREAS, Certain |aboratories, identified as "Level 11" and
4 certified by the Centers for Disease Control, are authorized to
5 test for anthrax and ot her biol ogi cal agents; and

6 WHEREAS, The Departnent of Health operates only one Level 111
7 laboratory in eastern Pennsylvania, and | aw enforcenent officers
8 in rural areas and the central and western parts of this

9 Conmmonweal th nust transport speci nens suspected of containing

10 anthrax spores to that |aboratory; and

11 WHEREAS, There is a need to determ ne whet her the Depart nent
12 of Health should establish an additional Level |1l |aboratory in
13 western Pennsylvania for the testing of sanples suspected of

14 containing anthrax spores or other biological agents or devel op
15 a transportation systemto safely transport sanples from al

16 areas of this Comonwealth to the existing Level [l |aboratory,
17 whichever is nore cost-effective or efficient; therefore be it
18 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the

19 Departnment of Health to conduct a study to determ ne whether the
20 departnent should establish an additional Level [1l |aboratory
21 in western Pennsylvania for the testing of sanples suspected of
22 containing anthrax spores or other biological agents or devel op
23 a transportation systemto safely transport sanples from al
24 areas of this Commonwealth to the existing Level 111 |aboratory,
25 whichever is nore cost-effective or efficient.
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