PRIOR PRINTER'S NO. 1341 PRINTER'S No. 2275

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 323 %’

INTRODUCED BY GROVE, SAYLOR, BLOOM, PHILLIPS-HILL, ROZZI,
GREINER, PICKETT, LAWRENCE, DIAMOND, RADER, KORTZ AND
A. HARRIS, APRIL 24, 2015

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, SEPTEMBER 30, 2015
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AN ACT

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in ergapization— <--
JURISDICTION of appellate courts, providing for +the—eceommeree— <--

visteor—eof—the—Superieor—Cowrts- COMMERCE COURT PROGRAM; AND, <--
IN ORGANIZATION AND JURISDICTION OF COURTS OF COMMON PLEAS,

PROVIDING FOR COMMERCE COURTS.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated

Statutes is amended by adding a—seetiorn SECTIONS to read: <--
. i _ i . . _ <__
i i : TR . s hed—
the—Superior—tCourt—
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11 Timited-partrnerships,—Timited—tiabititypartnerships,—
12 professionat—associations—business—trusts,—Soint—

13 ventures—or—otherpbusiness—enterprises,—inetuding—any—
14 actions—invotving—the—interpretation—of—the—rights—or—
15 obtigations—under—the—organtce—dtaw,—artictes——of—

16 Incorporation;—by—taws—or—agreements—goverairng—stch—

17 erterprisess

18 {ii)—Pisputesbetween—or—among—twoormore—business—
19 enterprises—retating—to—a—transaction;—business—
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23 tong—as—thedispute—Ssnotprohibitedunderparagraph—
24 o ars

25 2 —Fhe—foltowing—types—of appeats—shatlnotbeheardby—
26 the—commerece—divisiont

27 {iH—Personat—intury,—survivat—or—wrongfut—death—

28 matters—

29 i r—Fndividuat—consumer—ctaims—agarnstbusinesses—
30 or—insurersy—inctuding—products—tiabitityandpersonat—
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§ 743. COMMERCE COURT PROGRAM. <--

(A) APPEALS.--THE SUPERIOR COURT MAY ESTABLISH FROM

AVATTLABLE FUNDS A COMMERCE COURT PROGRAM THAT SHALL HAVE

SPECIALTZED JURISDICTION. IN A COMMERCE COURT PROGRAM

ESTABLISHED UNDER THTIS SECTION, THE SPECIALTIZED JURISDICTION OF

APPEALS RELATING TO THE FOLLOWING MATTERS MAY BE VESTED IN THE

PROGRAM:

(1) THE TNTERNAT, AFFATRS, GOVERNANCE, DISSOLUTION,

LIQUIDATION, RIGHTS OR OBLIGATIONS BETWEEN OR AMONG OWNERS

AND TTABILITY OR INDEMNITY OF MANAGERS OF BUSINESS

CORPORATIONS, PARTNERSHIPS, LIMITED PARTNERSHIPS, LIMITED

LIABILITY PARTNERSHIPS, PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS, BUSINESS

TRUSTS, JOINT VENTURES OR OTHER BUSINESS ENTERPRISES,

INCLUDING ANY ACTIONS TINVOLVING THE INTERPRETATION OF THE

RIGHTS OR OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE ORGANIC LAW, ARTICLES OF

INCORPORATION, BY-TLAWS OR AGREEMENTS GOVERNING THESE

ENTERPRISES.

(2) DISPUTES BETWEEN OR AMONG TWO OR MORE BUSINESS

ENTERPRISES RELATING TO A TRANSACTION, BUSINESS RELATIONSHIP

OR A CONTRACT.

(B) RULES.--THE COURT MAY ADOPT RULES FOR THE ADMINISTRATION

OF THE PROGRAM ESTABLTISHED UNDER THTS SECTION. THE RULES MAY NOT

BE INCONSISTENT WITH THIS SECTION OR ANY RULE ESTABLISHED BY THE

SUPREME. COURT.
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1 § 916.1. COMMERCE COURTS.

2 (A) ESTABLISHMENT.--THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF A JUDICIAL

3 DISTRICT MAY ESTABLISH FROM AVAILABLE FUNDS A COMMERCE COURT

4 THAT SHALL HAVE SPECIALIZED JURISDICTION. IN A COURT OF COMMON

5 PLEAS THAT HAS ESTABLISHED A COMMERCE COURT UNDER THTIS SECTION,

6 THE EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION OF CASES RELATING TO THE FOLLOWING

7 MATTERS MAY BE VESTED IN THE COMMERCE COURT:

8 (1) THE INTERNAL AFFATIRS, GOVERNANCE, DISSOLUTION,

9 LIQUIDATION, RIGHTS OR OBLIGATIONS BETWEEN OR AMONG OWNERS
10 AND LTIABILITY OR INDEMNITY OF MANAGERS OF BUSINESS

11 CORPORATIONS, PARTNERSHIPS, LIMITED PARTNERSHIPS, TLIMITED
12 LIABTLITY PARTNERSHIPS, PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS, BUSINESS
13 TRUSTS, JOINT VENTURES OR OTHER BUSINESS ENTERPRISES,

14 INCLUDING ANY ACTIONS INVOLVING THE INTERPRETATION OF THE
15 RIGHTS OR OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE ORGANIC LAW, ARTICLES OF
16 INCORPORATION, BY-TAWS OR AGREEMENTS GOVERNING THESE
17 ENTERPRISES.
18 (2) DISPUTES BETWEEN OR AMONG TWO OR MORE BUSINESS
19 ENTERPRISES RELATING TO A TRANSACTION, BUSINESS RELATIONSHIP
20 OR A CONTRACT.
21 (B) RULES.--THE COURT MAY ADOPT LOCAL RULES FOR THE

22 ADMINTISTRATION OF COMMERCE COURTS ESTABLISHED UNDER THTS

23 SECTION. THE LOCAL RULES MAY NOT BE INCONSISTENT WITH THTIS

24 SECTION OR ANY RULE ESTABLISHED BY THE SUPREME COURT.

25 (C) STATEWIDE COMMERCE COURTS COORDINATOR.--TO THE EXTENT

26 THAT FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE, THE SUPREME COURT MAY APPOINT A

27 STATEWIDE COMMERCE COURT COORDINATOR. THE COORDINATOR MAY:

28 (1) ENCOURAGE AND ASSIST IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
29 COMMERCE COURTS IN EACH JUDICIAL DISTRICT.
30 (2) DEVELOP MODEL GUIDELINES FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF
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1 COMMERCE COURTS AND THEIR RELATED SERVICES.

2 (3) FESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR MONITORING COMMERCE COURTS
3 AND FOR EVALUATING THE EFFECTIVENESS OF COMMERCE COURTS.
4 (D) ADVISORY COMMITTEE.--THE SUPREME COURT MAY ESTABLISH,

5 FROM AVATLABLE FUNDS, AN INTERDISCIPLTINARY AND INTERBRANCH

6 ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO ADVISE AND ASSIST THE STATEWIDE COMMERCE

7 COURTS COORDINATOR IN MONITORING AND ADMINISTRATING COMMERCE

8 COURTS STATEWIDE.

9 Section & 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days. <--
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