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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 193 e

| NTRODUCED BY JAROLI N, BELARDI, CAWEY, MRKONI C, WARGO, BLAUM
TI GUE, BALDW N, MCALL, COSLETT, STEVENS, CESSAR, SERAFI NI
GEORCE, DUFFY AND HASAY, MARCH 14, 1984

ADOPTED, MARCH 14, 1984
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A RESOLUTI ON
Requesting the Governor to declare a state of enmergency in
response to the severe outbreak of giardiasis in several

regi ons of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, A severe outbreak of giardiasis, a waterborne
parasitic disease, which affects the gastro-intestinal tract of
humans, has, within the last five nonths, spread throughout the
Commonweal th wi th substantial occurrences of the disease, with
the potential of infecting in excess of 500,000 people, reported
in the counties of Allegheny, Cearfield, Lackawanna, Luzerne
and McKean; and

WHEREAS, This severe outbreak of giardiasis has caused great
physi ol ogi cal stress and physical disconfort and inconvenience
for the residents of those counties who are:

(1) required to boil water to obtain pure water for
consunpti on;
(2) travel throughout the various communities to obtain

pure water from public sources or purchase pure bottled water

from out si de sources;
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(3) to consult with physicians; and
(4) expend suns of noney to obtain nedicine and nedi cal

treatnment; and

WHEREAS, The nunicipalities within these counties, in an
attenpt to assist their residents, have expended | arge suns of
noney to cope with this energency and secure on an ongoi ng
basis, a supply of pure water for consunption; and

WHEREAS, The |ikelihood of this parasitic disease
di sappearing in the imrediate future is extrenely slim
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives respectfully
request the Governor to declare the existence of a state of
energency in those counties affected by the giardiasis outbreak
and direct the Pennsyl vani a Energency Managenent Agency in
cooperation with the Departnents of Environnental Resources and
Health to assist the various nmunicipalities; determ ne the
extent of the problem obtain pure water supply sources and
i npl enment such long termsolutions as are necessary to end
permanent|ly the occurrence of giardiasis; and be it further

RESCLVED, That this resolution, upon passage, be imediately
transmtted to the Honorabl e R chard Thornburgh, Governor of

Pennsyl vani a.

C13L82RzZ/ 19840H0193R2638 - 2 -



