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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 181 %7

I NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. J. L. WRI GHT, BURNS AND CESSAR
FEBRUARY 9, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON M NES AND ENERGY MANAGEMENT,
FEBRUARY 9, 1977
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AN ACT
Providing for the conservation of methane gas; decl aring nethane

gas to be the property of the Commonweal th; establishing a

Met hane Gas Commi ssion; providing for |licenses and regul ating

t he taking of nethane; providing penalties and making an

appropri ation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Methane Gas
Act . "

Section 2. Legislative findings.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
hereby finds that certain confusions exist as to the ownership
of nmet hane when found in the Commonweal th, particularly in,
around, and near coal fields. Therefore, the General Assenbly
finds that nmethane is a usable, commercially viable, natural
energy resource of the Conmmonwealth and that the taking of

nmet hane shoul d be pronmoted in comrercial quantities for the

benefit of the citizens of Pennsyl vani a.
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Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Conmi ssion.” The Methane Conm ssion created by this act.
"“Met hane."™ A hydrocarbon gas (CH 4) frequently encountered
in coal mnes; it is inflamable and when it is diffused through
the air in portions of 5%to 15% the mxture in the presence of
a flanme or hot spark will expl ode.

Section 4. Methane ownership.

Al'l met hane under the surface of land in this Commonwealth is
hereby declared to be and is the property of the Conmonweal t h.
Section 5. Comm ssion established.

There is hereby established a conm ssion to be known as the
Met hane Gas Conmi ssion which shall consist of seven nenbers
appoi nted by the Governor and serving at the pleasure of the
Governor. Not nore than five nenbers of the conm ssion shall be
identified with the petrochem cal or coal producing capacity as
ei t her managenent or |abor, and at | east two nenbers of the
comm ssion shall be menbers of the general public and represent
t he consumer's interest.

The nenbers shall receive a per diemall owance as established
by the Executive Board and such rei nbursenment of expenses
actual l'y incurred.

For adm ni strative purposes only, the conmm ssion shall be
established in the Departnent of Environnental Resources.
Section 6. Powers and duties of comm ssion.

The comm ssion shall pronmulgate rules and regulations for the
production of nethane, and to regul ate the taking of nethane

fromany or all sources of supply within the State, so as to
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prevent waste and protect the interests of the public. Such
rul es and regul ations shall include, but not be limted to:
(1) the setting of the Iicense fee required by this act;
(2) providing procedures for the safe and conveni ent
nmet hod of taking nmethane fromcoal mnes with due regard to
all safety procedures, Federal, State or |ocal, which may be
in effect fromtinme to tine;
(3) providing procedures for the safe and conveni ent
nmet hod of taking nmethane fromcoal mnes with due regard to
any contractural provisions which may be in effect between
coal operators and | essors and coal operators and | abor
uni ons;
(4) aiding producers of nethane to arrange the necessary
details for the efficient, safe and commercially viable
di stribution of such nethane as the producer nmay achi eve; and
(5) such other rules and regul ations as are necessary to
i npl enent this act.
Section 7. Licenses required.
A license is required by any person fromthe Methane
Commi ssion before a person nay capture, disburse or otherw se
deal with nmethane. Such licenses shall be evidence that the
licensee is entitled to sole possession of the nethane he may
find in an area so described in the |license and such |icense
shall be evidence of all his right title and interest in said
nmet hane as if he were the agent of the Commonweal t h.
Section 8. Conservation of mnethane.
Whenever nethane in comrercial quantities, or a nethane
bearing stratum known to contain nmethane in such quantity, is
encountered in any coal mne in this Comonweal th, such nethane

shall be confined to its original stratumuntil such tinme as the
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same can be produced and utilized without waste, and all such
strata shall be adequately protected frominfiltrating waters.
Any unrestricted flow of methane in excess of one-half mllion
cubic feet per 24 hours shall be considered a comerci al
gquantity thereof; provided, that if in the opinion of the

Met hane Conmm ssion nmethane of a | esser quantity shall be of
commerci al val ue, the comm ssion shall have authority to require
t he conservation of said gas in accordance with the provisions
of the act.

Section 9. Waste defined and prohibited.

(a) The termwaste, as used herein in addition to its
ordi nary meani ng, shall include escape of nmethane in comerci al
guantities into the open air, the intentional drowning with
wat er of a nethane stratum capabl e of produci ng net hane in
commercial quantities, underground waste, the permtting of any
nmet hane well to burn wastefully and the wasteful utilization of
such net hane.

(b) The production of nethane in this Comonweal th, in such
manner, and under such conditions as to constitute waste, shal
be unl awful and be puni shabl e as a m sdeneanor of the first
degr ee.

Section 10. M sappropriation of methane; crim nal
responsi bility.

Any person who takes nethane, or aids or abets in the taking
of nmet hane, except as herein provided shall be guilty of a
m sdeneanor of the first degree.

Section 11. Conmi ssion appropriation.

The sum of $100, 000 or as rmuch as may be necessary is hereby

appropriated to the Methane Gas Conm ssion for the fiscal year

1977 to 1978 to inplenent the provisions of this act.
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1 Section 12. Ef fecti ve date.

2 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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