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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 114 =555

| NTRODUCED BY GODSHALL, HALUSKA, JAMES, | TKIN, BUNT, DEMPSEY,
E. Z. TAYLOR CElI ST, READSHAW STABACK, FICHTER, BAKER
BELFANTI AND CLYMER, JANUARY 29, 1997

AMENDMENTS TO SENATE AMENDMENTS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
JUNE 8, 1998
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON
Proposi ng anendnents to the Constitution of the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a, further providing for the selection of the
chai rman of the Legislative Reapportionnment Conm ssion;
providing for the effective date of newly reapportioned
districts and for the election of Senators in certain
ci rcunst ances; and further providing for retirenent of
justices, judges and justices of the peace.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:
Section 1. The follow ng anendnments to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vani a are proposed in accordance with Article Xl
(1) That section 17(b), (c) and (e) of Article Il be anended
to read:
8§ 17. Legislative Reapportionnent Conmi ssion.
* * %
(b) The conmm ssion shall consist of five nenbers: four of
whom shall be the majority and mnority | eaders of both the

Senate and the House of Representatives, or deputies appointed
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by each of them and a chairman selected as hereinafter
provided. No later than 60 days following the official reporting
of the Federal decennial census as required by Federal |aw, the
four menbers shall be certified by the President pro tenpore of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives to
the elections officer of the Comnmonweal th who under | aw shal
have supervi sion over el ections.

The four nmenbers within 45 days after their certification

shall select, by an affirmati ve vote of three nenbers, the fifth

menber, who shall serve as chairman of the comm ssion, and shal
i medi ately certify his name to such el ections officer. The
chairman shall be a citizen of the Commonweal th other than a
| ocal, State or Federal official holding an office to which
conpensation is attached.

If the four nenbers fail to select the fifth nenber within

the tinme prescribed, the Suprene Court, by action of a majority

days thereafter shall appoint the chairman as aforesaid and
certify his appointnment to such el ections officer.

Any vacancy in the comm ssion shall be filled within 15 days
in the sane manner in which such position was originally filled.

(c) No later than 90 days after either the [comm ssion]
Commonweal th as determ ned by the Federal decennial census are
avai |l abl e, whichever is later in time, the comm ssion shall file
a prelimnary reapportionnent plan with such el ections officer.

The conmm ssion shall have 30 days after filing the
prelimnary plan to nake corrections in the plan.

Any person aggrieved by the prelimnary plan shall have the

same 30-day period to file exceptions with the comm ssion in
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whi ch case the conm ssion shall have 30 days after the date the
exceptions were filed to prepare and file with such el ections
of ficer a revised reapportionnment plan. If no exceptions are
filed within 30 days, or if filed and acted upon, the

commi ssions's plan shall be final and, unless an appeal is filed

under subsection (d), have the force of |aw for use thereafter

in elections to the General Assenbly until the next

reapporti onnent as required under this section 17.

* * %

(e) Wen the Suprene Court has finally decided an appeal or
when the last day for filing an appeal has passed with no appeal
t aken, the reapportionnment plan shall have the force of |aw [and
the districts therein provided shall be used] for use thereafter
in elections to the General Assenbly until the next
reapportionnent as required under this section 17.

(2) That section 17(f), (g) and (h) of Article Il be anended
and the section be anmended by addi ng a subsection to read:

8 Legi sl ative Reapportionnment Commi ssion.

* * %

(f) Any district which does not include the residence from

whi ch a nenber of the Senate was el ected whet her or not

schedul ed for election at the next general el ection shall el ect
a Senator at such el ecti on. Provided—however—That no—distriect
hich i heduled_f I ) I ‘i I
electionfor the Ceneral Assenblyocecurring afterthe planhas
the forceof law shall be altered soastoexeclude the residence
fromwhichthe Senatorrepresentingthe districtwas—elected—
[(f)] (49) The General Assenbly shall appropriate sufficient

funds for the conpensation and expenses of nenbers and staff

appoi nted by the comm ssion, and ot her necessary expenses. The
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menbers of the comm ssion shall be entitled to such conpensati on
for their services as the CGeneral Assenbly fromtinme to tine
shall determ ne, but no part thereof shall be paid until a
prelimnary plan is filed. If a prelimnary plan is filed but
the comm ssion fails to file a revised or final plan within the
time prescribed, the conm ssion nenbers shall forfeit all right
to conmpensati on not paid.

[(g)] (h) If a prelimnary, revised or final reapportionnment
plan is not filed by the conmmi ssion within the tine prescribed
by this section, unless the tinme be extended by the Suprene
Court for cause shown, the Suprene Court shall imrediately
proceed on its own notion to reapportion the Commonwealth.

[(h)] (i) Any reapportionnment plan filed by the conm ssion,
or ordered or prepared by the Suprenme Court upon the failure of
the comm ssion to act, shall be published by the el ections
of ficer once in at |east one newspaper of general circulation in
each senatorial and representative district. The publication
shall contain a map of the Commonweal th showi ng the conpl ete
reapportionnment of the General Assenbly by districts, and a nmap
showi ng the reapportionnent districts in the area normally
served by the newspaper in which the publication is nade. The
publication shall also state the popul ation of the senatori al
and representative districts having the small est and | argest
popul ati on and the percentage variation of such districts from
t he average popul ation for senatorial and representative
districts.

(3) That section 16(b) of Article V be anmended to read:

8§ 16. Conpensation and retirenent of justices, judges and

justices of the peace.

* * %
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(b) Justices, judges and justices of the peace shall be

retired [upon attaining] on the |last day of the cal endar year in

which they attain the age of 70 years. Forner and retired

justices, judges and justices of the peace shall receive such
conpensati on as shall be provided by |law. Except as provided by
law, no salary, retirenment benefit or other conpensati on,
present or deferred, shall be paid to any justice, judge or
justice of the peace who, under section 18 or under Article VI,

i s suspended, renoved or barred from holding judicial office for
conviction of a felony or m sconduct in office or conduct which
prejudi ces the proper admnistration of justice or brings the
judicial office into disrepute.

* %k

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of these three separate proposed constitutional
anendnents, the Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed
i medi ately to conply with the advertising requirenments of
section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and
shall transmt the required advertisenents to two newspapers in
every county in which such newspapers are published in
sufficient time after passage of these proposed constitutional
amendnent s.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of any
of these three proposed constitutional anendnments, the Secretary
of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to conply with the
advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article Xl of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisenments to two newspapers in every county in which such
newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of

t hese proposed constitutional anmendnents. The Secretary of the
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Commonweal th shall submt any of these three proposed
constitutional anmendnments to the qualified electors of this
Commonweal th at the first primary, general or rmunicipal election
occurring at |least three nonths after any of these three
proposed constitutional anendnents are passed by the General
Assenbly which neets the requirenments of and is in conformnce

with section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of
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Pennsyl vani a.
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