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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 92 5

| NTRODUCED BY METCALFE, BAKER, BARRAR, BASTI AN, BOYD, BUNT,
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CREIGHTON, DALLY, DENLI NGER, ELLI S,
FI CHTER, FORCI ER, HERSHEY, HUTCH NSQON, JAMES, MARKOSEK
PETRARCA, READSHAW ROBERTS, ROHRER, SCAVELLO, E. Z. TAYLOR,
WLT AND YEWCI C, FEBRUARY 16, 2005

REFERRED TO COVMM TTEE ON FI NANCE, FEBRUARY 16, 2005
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A RESCLUTI ON

Urgi ng the Pennsyl vani a Congressi onal del egation to support a
repeal of the Federal excise tax on tel econmuni cati ons.

WHEREAS, The Federal excise tax on comuni cati ons was enacted
in 1898 for the purpose of funding the Spani sh-American War; and
WHEREAS, The tax was introduced as a tenporary |uxury tax;
and

WHEREAS, Tel ephone service is a necessity for consuners of
all incone |evels; and

WHEREAS, The Federal excise tax is regressive, as |owincone
Aneri cans pay a higher percentage of their income for tel ephone
servi ces than hi gh-incone Americans; and

WHEREAS, Tel econmuni cations services are the infrastructure
upon whi ch new t echnol ogi es, including the Internet, depend; and

WHEREAS, The tel econmuni cations exci se tax di scourages
expansi on of the tel ephone infrastructure and new technol ogi es;

and



VHEREAS, The Federal excise tax on tel ecomunications flows
into the General Fund instead of being earnmarked for a specific
pur pose; and

WHEREAS, Each House of Congress passed a repeal of the
Federal excise tax on tel ecomunications in 2000 which was
vetoed by President WIlliam Jefferson Cinton; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the

Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania urge the United States Senators and
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Congressnmen from Pennsyl vania to support a repeal of the Federal
10 excise tax on tel econmunications; and be it further
11 RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to

12 the nmenbers of the Pennsyl vani a Congressional del egati on.
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