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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 91 5

I NTRODUCED BY BORTNER AND McVERRY, APRIL 24, 1989

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, APRI L 24, 1989
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zing the 10th anniversary of the first neeting of the
Pennsyl vani a Conmi ssi on on Sent enci ng.

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Conmi ssion on Sentenci ng was
created by the CGeneral Assenbly in 1978 to address the perceived
probl ems of unwarranted disparity and undue | eniency in judicial
sent enci ng; and

WHEREAS, The Conmi ssion was charged with the responsibility
of devel opi ng sentenci ng gui del i nes which nmust be consi dered by
all judges when inposing sentences; and

WHEREAS, The guidelines are intended to provide every judge
with a common reference point for sentencing simlar offenders
convicted of simlar crinmes; and

WHEREAS, In addition to devel opi ng sentenci ng gui delines, the
Commi ssion is enpowered to establish a research and devel opnent
program to systematically nonitor conpliance with guidelines
and mandat ory sentencing laws; to require the conpletion and

subm ssion of forns which docunent the application of the
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gui del i nes and mandatory sentencing |aws; to serve as a
cl eari nghouse of information regardi ng Commonweal th sent enci ng
practices; to serve in a consulting capacity to State courts
regardi ng sentencing matters; to collect and publish informtion
concerning the effectiveness of sentences; and to make
recommendations to the General Assenbly concerning nodification
or enactnment of sentencing and correctional statutes; and

WHEREAS, The first neeting of the Conmmi ssion was held in
April 1979; and

WHEREAS, The Conmission's initial sentencing guidelines,
whi ch went into effect on July 22, 1982, were applicable to
crimes conmtted on or after that date, and were further anended
in 1983 and 1986; and

WHEREAS, In October 1988, the Pennsylvania Suprene Court
tenporarily invalidated the sentencing guidelines on procedural
grounds. Subsequently, new sentencing guidelines were enacted in
accordance with Act 26 of 1988, and t hese new gui del i nes went
into effect April 25, 1988; and

WHEREAS, Judges are required to consider the guidelines, but
they retain the right to i npose a sentence outside of guideline
recommendati ons. However, if they sentence outside of the
gui del i nes, they nmust provide a contenporaneous statenent of
t heir reasons; and

WHEREAS, The Conmi ssion has, throughout the years since its
i nception, |abored diligently and has devel oped gui del i nes t hat
have been successful in pronoting nore uniform and appropriate
sentences for crinmes commtted in this Conmonweal th; therefore
be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly

recogni ze the 10th anniversary of the first neeting of the
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1 Pennsyl vani a Comm ssion on Sentencing and express its gratitude
2 to the past and present nenbers of the Comm ssion for their

3 outstanding services to this Conmonweal t h.
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