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A RESOLUTI ON

Condemmi ng certain disparaging remarks which were made regardi ng

the use of bilingual election ballots in Berks County and

directing the State Governnent Comm ttee of the House of

Representatives to hold public hearings.

WHEREAS, Federal |aw clearly requires the use of bilingual
el ection ballots under prescribed circunmstances; and

WHEREAS, The use of bilingual ballots is essential in sone
instances to aid mnority groups in exercising their
constitutional right to vote; and

WHEREAS, Certain remarks disparaging to the Hi spanic
community were made recently by a former Berks County
Conmmi ssioner at a public hearing the Reading City Counci
conducted in connection with possible use of bilingual ballots
in Berks County; and

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives recogni zes the right of
all people, including those in mnority groups, to participate
in the election process; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives condem all such



di sparagi ng remarks, whether in relation to the Hispanic
comunity or to any other mnority group; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the State
Government Committee to i nmediately convene public hearings into
the Berks County incident and issue a report to the nenbers of

t he House of Representatives concerning the results of those
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heari ngs as soon as possi bl e.
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