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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 46  *5a”

| NTRODUCED BY LLOYD, LEVDANSKY, RUDY, HALUSKA, G GLIOITI, BUNT,
JOHNSQON, VEON, NAHI LL, BUSH, SCHULER, STABACK, KOSI NSKI
G SNYDER, E. Z. TAYLOR, DEMPSEY, MRKONI C, KUKOVI CH, ARGALL,
DI ETTERI CK, HAGARTY, LASHI NCGER, WOZN AK, VROQON, BATTI STQ
Cl VERA, DeLUCA, BELFANTI, COY, TIGUE, MERRY, HERVAN, RAYMOND,
DORR, SERAFI NI, BOYES, NOYE, CAWEY, STUBAN, DI STLER
VAN HORNE, FREEMAN, | TKI N, GODSHALL, CCLAIZZO, HASAY, HESS,
LUCYK, TRI CH AND KAI SER, JANUARY 18, 1989

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, JANUARY 18, 1989

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 15, 1976 (P.L. 1036, No.208), entitled,
as anmended, "An act authorizing the indebtedness, with the
approval of the electors, of twenty-five mllion dollars for
| oans to volunteer fire conpani es, volunteer anbul ance
services and vol unteer rescue squads for the purpose of
establishing or nodernizing facilities to house fire fighting
appar atus equi pnent, anbul ances, and rescue vehicles, and for
purchasing new fire fighting apparatus equi pnent, anbul ances,
and rescue vehicles, protective and conmuni cati ons equi pnent,
and any ot her accessory equi pnment necessary for the proper
per f ormance of such organi zations' duties,” adjusting |oan
[imts.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3 of the act of July 15, 1976 (P.L. 1036,
No. 208), known as the Vol unteer Fire Conpany, Anmbul ance Service
and Rescue Squad Assistance Act, is anmended by adding a
definition to read:

Section 3. Definitions.--As used in this act:
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"Rescue vehicle" neans any vehicle, whether a notor vehicle

or a watercraft, used for rescue services.

* * %

Section 2. Section 4(a)(1), (2) and (6) and (b) of the act,
anended June 13, 1980 (P.L.217, No.65) and May 11, 1982
(P.L.407, No.118), are anended to read:

Section 4. Assistance to Volunteer Fire Conpani es, Anbul ance
Service and Rescue Squads.--(a) The departnent is hereby
aut hori zed, upon application of any volunteer fire conpany,
vol unt eer anbul ance service and vol unteer rescue squad, to nake
| oans to said volunteer conpanies for the foll ow ng purposes:

(1) Establishing or nodernizing facilities that house fire
fighting equi pnment, anbul ance or rescue vehicles. The anmount of
a loan for establishing or nodernizing facilities made to any
one volunteer fire conpany, anbul ance service or rescue squad
shall not exceed 50% of the total cost of the facilities or
noder ni zati on or [$50,000] $75,000, whichever is less, and a
notari zed financial statenent filed under subsection (c) shal
show that the applicant has avail able 20% of the total cost of
the facilities in unobligated funds. Proceeds of the |oan shal
be used only for purposes of |and acquisition or construction,
and shall not be used for paynent of fees for design, planning,
preparation of applications, or any other cost not directly
attributable to | and acqui sition or construction.

(2) Purchasing fire fighting apparatus, anbul ances or rescue
vehi cl es. The anount of a |oan made for purchasing fire fighting
apparatus, to any one volunteer fire conpany shall not exceed

[ $50, 000] $100,000 for any single fire fighting apparatus

equi pnent or utility or special service vehicle or heavy duty

rescue vehicle as defined by requl ati on, or 50% of the total
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cost of the equi pment or vehicle, whichever is |ess. The anopunt
of a | oan made to any one volunteer fire conpany, anbul ance

service or rescue squad for any anbul ance or light duty rescue

vehi cl e as defined by requl ati on shall not exceed $40, 000 and

for a watercraft rescue vehicle shall not exceed [$25, 000]

$15, 000 or 50% of the cost of the anbul ance or rescue vehicl e,
whi chever is less, and a notarized financial statenent filed
under subsection (c) shall show that the applicant has avail abl e
20% of the total cost of the vehicle in unobligated funds.

* %k

(6) Purchasing of used fire fighting apparatus, equipnent,
used anbul ances, used rescue vehicles, used comuni cations
equi pnent, used accessory equi pment or used protective
equi pnent: Provi ded, however, That the used vehicles and

equi pnent shall neet the National Fire Protection Association

(NFPA) standards: And provided further, That |oans for the

pur chase of a used single apparatus equi pnent shall not exceed

$60, 000 or 80% of the total cost of the equi pnent, whichever is

less.

Loans under this act may be made for any of the purposes of
this subsection undertaken by a volunteer fire conpany,
vol unt eer anbul ance service and vol unteer rescue squad on or
after Novenber 4, 1975, the date of the approval of the
ref erendum approvi ng the borrowi ng of noney for the purposes of
this act.

(b) Loans nade by the departnent shall be for a period of
not nmore than [ten] 15 years, and any |oan of the anount of
[ $10, 000] $15,000 or less shall be for a period of not nore than

five years. Loans shall be subject to the paynent of interest at

2% per annum and shall be subject to such security as shall be

19890H0046B0048 - 3 -



determ ned by the departnment. The total anount of interest
earned by the investnment or reinvestnent of all or any part of
the principal of any |oan shall be returned to the departnent

and transferred to the Vol unteer Conpani es Loan Fund, and shal

The m ni mum anount of any |oan shall be [$1, 000] $5, 000.

* * %

1
2
3
4
5 not be credited as paynent of principal or interest on the | oan.
6
7
8

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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