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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 34 5

I NTRODUCED BY M N. WRI GHT, M COZZI E, CElI ST, COLAFELLA, GAMBLE
AND PERZEL, JANUARY 27, 1995

AS AVENDED, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, FEBRUARY 1, 1995
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A RESOLUTI ON
Di recti ng THE TRANSPORTATI ON COW TTEE OF t he House of
Representatives to conduct a study of the nunber of vehicles
bei ng operated w thout insurance and/or registrations on
Pennsyl vani a' s hi ghways and the risk that is posed for the
citizens of this Commonweal t h.
WHEREAS, Hi ghway safety and insurance policy rates for al
Pennsyl vani ans are seriously affected by |arge nunbers of
uni nsured notorists in Southeastern Pennsyl vania; and
WHEREAS, A 1994 report by the Legislative Budget and Fi nance
Committee (LBFC) stated that, in over a two-year period from
March 1992 to March 1994, the Phil adel phia police issued 57,000
tickets amounting to $21.2 nmillion to drivers who were unable to
provi de proof of insurance when stopped for a noving violation;
and
WHEREAS, The LBFC report further stated that 78% of these
fines, or $16.5 mllion, remained unpaid as of April 1994; and
WHEREAS, Even when drivers pay the tickets, the fine for

driving without liability insurance is $300 plus costs and fees,

which is far |l ess than the cost of purchasing insurance; and
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WHEREAS, The LBFC report recomrends that the Departnent of
Transportation devel op new regul ations to ensure that insurance
conpani es provide the agency with tinely status information on
policies; and

WHEREAS, The report places the percentage of registered but
uni nsured vehicles in the Phil adel phia area at 27%in 1992, nuch
hi gher than the Statew de average of 7% and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Transportation estimtes that the
lag time between a |license plate suspension notice and the
notice to the local police of such a suspension is 28 days after
t he suspensi on becones effective if the license plate has not
been received by the Bureau of Mdtor Vehicles; and

WHEREAS, A rash of thefts of l|icense plates and corners of
pl ates containing the Departnment of Transportation renewal
sticker have been reported in the Phil adel phia region; therefore
be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives, recognizing the
i nportance of maintaining safe hi ghways and road conditions and

the need to protect the safety of notorists, direct the Speaker <—

TRANSPORTATI ON COW TTEE TO CONDUCT A STUDY OF THE NUMBER OF <—
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VEHI CLES BEI NG OPERATED W THOUT | NSURANCE AND/ OCR REQ STRATI ONS

ON PENNSYLVANI A" S HI GHWAYS AND THE RI SK THAT |'S POSED FOR THE

ClI TI ZENS OF TH S COMWONWEALTH, AND THE PGOSSI BLE NEED FOR

LEGQ SLATI VE ACTI ON TO ADDRESS THE PROBLEM and be it further
RESOLVED, That the eemmttee TRANSPORTATI ON COW TTEE nmay

hol d hearings, take testinony and make its investigations at

such places as it deens necessary in this Comonweal th. Eaeh

mepber—of the commttee THE CHAl RMAN OF THE TRANSPORTATI ON
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COW TTEE shal |l have power to adm nister oaths and affirmations
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to witnesses appearing before the commttee; and be it further
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RESCLVED, That the eeommttee TRANSPORTATI ON COWM TTEE report
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to the House of Representatives on its activities, findings and
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recommendations in six nonths and shall issue interimreports to
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t he House of Representatives as the commttee deens necessary.
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