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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 18, 1974 (P.L.359, No.120), entitled
"An act creating the Miunicipal Police Oficers' Education and
Trai ni ng Comm ssion; providing for the comm ssion's
menber shi p, sel ection, conpensation, and renoval ; providing
for the powers and duties of the comm ssion; providing for
t he appoi ntment and duties of the chairman; providing for the
act's applicability to the civil service |aws; requiring
training by certain political subdivisions and police
departnents; providing penalties for violation thereof; and
maki ng an appropriation,”™ further defining "police officer”
and "police departnent”; adding a definition; and further
provi ding for powers and duties of the comm ssion, for police
training, for penalties and for reinbursenent of training
expenses.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2 of the act of June 18, 1974 (P.L. 359,
No. 120), referred to as the Minicipal Police Education and
Trai ni ng Law, anended Decenber 20, 1984 (P.L.1197, No.227) and
Decenber 21, 1988 (P.L.1865, No.180), is anended to read:

Section 2. Definitions.--As used in this act:

(1) "Comm ssion"” neans the Minicipal Police Oficers'
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Educati on and Trai ni ng Comn ssi on.

(2) "College" or "university" neans any coll ege or

uni versity which has a canpus police departnent as used in

section 2416 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175),

known as "The Adm ni strati ve Code of 1929," which has been

certified by the Ofice of Attorney General as a crim nal

justice agency within the neaning of the Crimnal H story Record

Information Act, 18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 91 (relating to crimnal history

record i nformation) but shall not include the State System of

Hi gher Educati on and its nenber institutions.

[(2)] (3) "School"™ neans a training school or acadeny which
provi des a basic police training course within the functional
organi zation of a police departnment or departnents or any
educational facility within the Comonweal th of Pennsyl vani a.

[(3)] (4) "Police officer”™ means any full-tinme or part-tine

enpl oye, of a city, borough, town, township, canpus police or

university police, or county police departnent assigned to
crimnal and/or traffic |law enforcement duties, and for the
purpose of training only, security officers of first class city
housi ng authority, but shall exclude persons enpl oyed to check
parking nmeters and/or to performonly adm nistrative duties,
auxiliary and fire police.

[(4)] (5) "Police departnent” neans:

(i) any public agency of a political subdivision having
general police powers and charged with making arrests in
connection with the enforcenent of the crimnal and/or traffic
laws[.]; or

(ii) any canpus police or university police departnment as

used in section 2416 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177,

No. 175), known as "The Admi nistrative Code of 1929, " which has
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1 been certified by the Office of Attorney CGeneral as a crimnal

2 justice agency within the neaning of the Crimnal History Record
3 Information Act, 18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 91 (relating to crimnal history
4 record information) but shall not include any canpus police_ or

5 wuniversity police departnent of the State System of Higher

6 Education and its nmenber institutions.

7 [(5)] (6) "Comm ssioner"” means the Comm ssioner of the

8 Pennsylvania State Poli ce.

9 [(6)] (7) "Political subdivision" nmeans any county, city,

10 borough, incorporated town or township.

11 [(7)] (8) "Certification" neans the assignnment of a

12 certification nunber to a police officer after successful

13 conpletion of a mandatory basic training course or receipt of a
14 waiver of basic training fromthe comm ssion and successf ul

15 conpletion of mandatory in-service training. Certification is

16 for a period of two years.

17 Section 2. Sections 5(1) and (11), 9, 9.1, 9.2 and 10(e) of
18 the act, anmended or added Decenber 21, 1988 (P.L.1865, No.180),
19 are anended to read:
20 Section 5. Powers and Duties of the Comm ssion.--The powers
21 and duties of the conm ssion shall be as follows:
22 (1) To establish and adm ni ster the mninmum courses of study
23 for basic and in-service training for [nunicipal] police
24 officers and to revoke an officer's certification for failure to
25 conmply with the basic and in-service training requirenments or in
26 cases where an officer is convicted of a crimnal offense or the
27 comm ssion determnes that the officer is physically or nentally
28 wunfit to performthe duties of his office.
29 * x *
30 (11) To consult, and cooperate with, universities, coll eges,
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community coll eges and institutes for the devel opnent of
speci al i zed courses for [municipal] police officers.

* * %

Section 9. Police Training Mandatory; Penalties.--(a) Al

political subdivisions of the Comonweal th or groups of

political subdivisions acting in concert and all coll eges and

universities shall be required to train all nenbers of their

police departnments prior to actually enforcing crimnal |aws,
enforcing noving traffic violations under 75 Pa.C. S. (relating
to vehicles) or being authorized to carry a firearmafter the
effective date of this act, pursuant to the provisions of this
act .

(b) Those [rmunicipal] police officers enployed on the
effective date of this subsection shall be able to perform
crimnal or traffic duties and be authorized to carry a firearm
until certified by the comm ssion, but no | onger than one year
fromtheir date of enploynent.

(c) Any person hired as a [mnunicipal] police officer by any
political subdivision or group thereof acting in concert or_any

coll ege or university shall be ineligible to receive any salary,

conpensati on or other consideration or thing of value for the
performance of his duties as a police officer unless he has net
all of the requirenents as established by the comm ssion and has
been duly certified as having nmet those requirenents by the
conmmi ssi on.

(d) Any official of any political subdivision or college or

uni versity who orders, authorizes or pays as salary to a person
in violation of the provisions of this act shall on summary
convi ction thereof be sentenced to pay a fine of one hundred

dol lars ($100) or be inprisoned for a termnot to exceed a
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period of thirty days. The conm ssion may stop paynent of al
funds which pass to nmunicipalities by this act for any violation
of this act. It shall notify the State Treasurer to discontinue
di sbursenent of any State funds until a municipality is in
conpliance with this act.

Section 9.1. Automatic Certification.--(a) Al [runicipal]
police officers hired prior to June 18, 1974, shall be
automatically certified for basic training but shall be required
to conplete the in-service training as set forth in section
5(7).

(b)Y Any canpus or university police officer who, as of the

effective date of this subsection, has successfully conpleted a

basic training course simlar to that required under this act

shall, after review by the comm ssion, be certified as havi ng

nmet the basic training requirenents of this act. ANY CAMPUS COR <—

UNI VERSITY POLI CE OFFI CER, VWHO AS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S

SUBSECTI ON HAS NOT_SUCCESSFULLY COVPLETED A BASI C TRAI NI NG

COURSE SIM LAR TO THAT REQUI RED UNDER THI S ACT WHI CH QUALI FI ES

THE POLI CE OFFI CER FOR CERTI FI CATI ON UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL

BE _ABLE TO PERFORM THE DUTIES OF A CAMPUS OR UNI VERSITY POLI CE

OFFI CER UNTI L CERTI FI ED BY THE COMM SSI ON, BUT NO LONGER THAN

ONE_YEAR FROM THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S SUBSECTI ON

Section 9.2. In-Service Training by Existing Personnel.--The
requi renents of section 5(7) shall apply to every [nunicipal]
police officer.

Section 10. Reinbursenment of Expenses.--* * *

(e) The conm ssion shall have the authority to pay for the
cost of mandatory in-service training for all police officers,

to the extent determi ned by the conm ssion. However, a coll ege

or university shall not be eligible for rei nbursement of any
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1 expense under this section incurred during canpus or university

2 police officer training.

3 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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