SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRINTER S NOS. 11, 839, 907, PRINTER S NO. 1035

959, 984, 985

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. S “Toas

| NTRODUCED BY PETRARCA, GLADECK, MANDERI NO, | TKIN, | RVIS, BURD,
STAI RS, COLE, DUFFY, LASH NGER, OLASZ, PISTELLA, SEVENTY,
Rl ECER, VAN HORNE, KUKOVI CH, CElI ST, MACKOWBKI AND
E. Z. TAYLOR, JANUARY 24, 1983

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, MAY 3, 1983

QOWOO~NOUIRARWNE
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated
St at ut es, ADDI NG A—DEH%—QM DEFI NITI(J\IS FURII'-HER—PRQJI—DI—NG <—

-
DDOCRAM A;

FEES: FURTHER PROVI DI NG F CERTAIN BONDI NGREQUl REIVENTS
RESTRI CTI NG THE OPERATI ONS OF CERTAI N COMBI NATI'ONS; furt her

providing for the | ength AND WDTH of certain vehicl es; <—
REGULATI NG CERTI FI CATI ON OF CERTAI N AUTO | NSPECTI ON

MECHANI CS; ANB AND FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR CERTAI N VEI GHT <—
LI M TATI ONS. PROA-BING-A—PENALTY:—ANDMAKING-A—REPEAL - <—

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
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SECTION 1. SECTION 102 OF TI TLE 75 OF THE PENNSYLVAN A <—
CONSCLI DATED STATUTES |'S AMENDED BY ADDI NG A—BEF-NHH-ON <—
DEFI NI TI ONS TO READ:

§ 102. DEFI NI TI ONS.

SUBJECT TO ADDI TI ONAL DEFI NI TI ONS CONTAI NED | N SUBSEQUENT
PROVI SIONS OF THI'S TI TLE WH CH ARE APPLI CABLE TO SPECI FI C
PROVI SIONS OF THI'S TI TLE, THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES VWHEN
USED IN THI S TI TLE SHALL HAVE, UNLESS THE CONTEXT CLEARLY
I NDI CATES OTHERW SE, THE MEANI NGS G VEN TO THEM I N TH S SECTI ON:

* * %

"CONVERTER GEAR " A TRAILER DESI GNED AND USED EXCLUSI VELY TO <—

TOW A SEM TRAI LER BY MOUNTI NG THE SEM TRAILER ON THE FI FTH WHEEL

OF THE CONVERTER GEAR. THE TERM | NCLUDES THE TERMS " AUXI LI ARY

AXLE' AND "JEEP DOLLY."

* * %

"TERM NAL." A FACILITY, TO OR FROM VH CH A COMBI NATION | S

ACTUALLY EN ROUTE FOR LOADI NG, _UNLOADI NG, _BREAKI NG DO OR

STORI NG _VH CH HAS ADEQUATE OFF- H GHWAY PARKI NG MANEUVERI NG AND

VEHI CLE STORAGE AREA TO WHI CH VEHI CLES CAN OBTAI N ACCESS AND

REGRESS EGRESS W THOUT BACKI NG FROM OR ONTO A H GHWAY, STREET OR <—

PUBLI C ALLEY.

* * %

"TOWDOLLY." A TRAILER DESI GNED AND USED EXCLUSI VELY TO TOW <—

ANOTHER VEHI CLE BY MOUNTING I TS FRONT OR REAR WHEELS ON THE TOW

DOLLY WHI LE THE OTHER WHEELS OF THE TOWED VEHI CLE REMAIN I N

CONTACT W TH THE CGROUND.

* * %

SECH-ON2—HFHE 751 S AMENDED-BY-ABBDI-NG-A-—SECH-ONFOREABD-  <—

19830H0005B1035 - 2 -
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28 SECTION 2 3 2. SECTION 4702.1 OF TITLE 75 | S AVENDED TO

29 READ:

30 8§ 4702.1. LIMTED LIABILITY COF | NSPECTI ON STATI ON CR MECHANI C.
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2
3
4
5
6
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9

10
11
12
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17
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21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

(A)  CGENERAL RULE. - - AN | NSPECTI ON CONDUCTED PURSUANT TO

SECTI ON 4702( A) (RELATI NG TO ANNUAL | NSPECTI ON) SHALL NOT BE
CONSTRUED AS A GUARANTY OF THE SAFETY OF ANY VEH CLE AND NEI THER
THE OFFI Cl AL | NSPECTI ON STATI ON | SSUI NG THE CERTI FI CATE OF
I NSPECTI ON NOCR THE OFFI CI AL | NSPECTI ON MECHANI C PERFORM NG THE
I NSPECTI ON SHALL BE LI ABLE TO THE OANER OR OCCUPANTS OF ANY
I NSPECTED VEH CLE FOR ANY DAMAGES CAUSED BY THE FAI LURE OR
MALFUNCTI ON OF THAT VEH CLE OR TO THE OMNER OR OCCUPANTS OF ANY
VEHI CLE | NVOLVED I N AN ACCI DENT W TH THAT | NSPECTED VEH CLE OR
TO ANY PEDESTRI AN | NJURED | N THE ACCI DENT UNLESS | T CAN BE SHOWN
BY A PREPONDERANCE OF THE EVI DENCE THAT THE FAI LURE WAS CAUSED
BY THE NEGLI GENCE OF THE | NSPECTI ON STATI ON OR MECHANI C.

(B) PRI OR CERTI FI CATI ON. - - | NSPECTI ON MECHANI CS CERTI FI ED AS

TO TRAINING, _QUALI FI CATI ONS AND COVPETENCE, PRI OR TO JANUARY 1,

1983, SHALL BE DEEMED TO HAVE COVPLI ED W TH DEPARTMENTAL

REGULATI ONS AND SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED TO CONDUCT MOTOR VEHI CLE

I NSPECTI ONS W THOUT REAPPLI CATI ON FOR CERTI FI CATI ON.

SECTION 23 4 3. SECTION 4904 OF TITLE 75 IS AVENDED BY
ADDI NG A—SUBSECGH-ON SUBSECTI ONS TO READ:
§ 4904. LIMTS ON NUMBER OF TOAED VEHI CLES.

* * %

(E)  TWO TRAI LER COVBI NATI ONS ON | NTERSTATE AND DESI GNATED

PRI MARY H GHMAYS. - - COMVBI NATI ONS CONSI STI NG OF A TRUCK TRACTOR

AND TWO TRAILERS MAY ONLY BE DRI VEN AS DESCRI BED | N SECTI ON 4908

(RELATI NG TO OPERATI ON OF CERTAI N COVBI NATI ONS ON | NTERSTATE AND

CERTAI N PRI MVARY_HI G-VWAYS) .

(F) TOWDOLLIES AND CONVERTER GEARS. --A TOWDOLLY OR

CONVERTER GEAR MAY BE TOWED BY A MOTOR VEHI CLE FOR THE PURPOSE

OF TOWN NG ANOTHER VEHI CLE, PROVI DED THE COMBI NATI ON MEETS ALL

REQUI REMENTS OF SECTI ON 4905 (RELATING TO SAFETY REQUI REMENTS

19830H0005B1035 - 7 -
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FOR TOWED VEHI CLES) AND SEPARATE LI GHTI NG EQUI PMENT |'S DI SPLAYED

ON THE REAR OF A TONED MOTOR VEHI CLE. A CONVERTER GEAR MAY_ ALSO

BE _TONED EMPTY BEHI ND A COMBI NATI ON CONSI STI NG OF A TRUCK

TRACTOR AND SEM TRAI LER.

SECTION 34 5 4. TITLE 75 IS AMENDED BY ADDI NG A SECTION TO
READ:
§ 4908. OPERATI ON OF CERTAI N COVBI NATI ONS ON | NTERSTATE AND

CERTAI N PRI MARY HI GHWAYS.

(A)  CGENERAL RULE. - - COVBI NATI ONS AUTHORI ZED BY SECTI ON

4904(E) (RELATING TO LIMTS ON NUMBER OF TOWED VEHI CLES) TO HAVE

TWO TRAILERS, OR BY SECTI ON 4923(B)(6) (RELATING TO LENGTH OF

VEH CLES) TO EXCEED THE LENGTH LI M TATI ON FOR COVBI NATI ONS, MAY

BE DRI VEN ONLY ON THE TYPES OF H GHWAYS AND UNDER THE

LI M TATI ONS SET_FORTH BELOW

(1) ON A DESI GNATED NETWORK CONSI STI NG OF ALL | NTERSTATE

H GAWAYS AND PORTI ONS OF FEDERAL Al D PRI MARY HI GHWAYS HAVI NG

AT LEAST A 48- FOOT- W DE ROADWAY OR TWD 24- FOOT- W DE  ROADVWAYS

AND DES| GNATED BY THE DEPARTMENT AS CAPABLE OF SAFELY

ACCOVMODATI NG SUCH VEHI CLES.

(2) BETWEEN THE DESI GNATED NETWORK AND EI THER OF THE

(1) ATERMNAL OR A FACILITY FOR FOOD, FUEL, REPAIR

OR REST HAVI NG AN ENTRANCE W THI N TWO- TENTHS OF A M LE OF

THE NEAREST RAMP OR | NTERSECTI ON, BUT ONLY ON HI GHWAYS

HAVI NG LANES AT LEAST 12 FEET WDE, AND ONLY | F THE

FACILITY MEETS THE CRITERI A FOR OFF- STREET PARKI NG

MANEUVERI NG AND VEHI CLE STORAGE AREA FOR TERM NALS.

(1) A TERM NAL VWH CH CAN SAFELY AND REASONABLY BE

ACCESSED USI NG H GHVWAYS APPROVED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (D).

(B) HOUSEHOLD GOODS CARRIERS. --1N ADDI TION TO THE OPERATI ONS

19830H0005B1035 - 8 -



1 AUTHORI ZED I N SUBSECTION (A), A HOUSEHOLD GOCDS CARRI ER,

2 CONSISTING O A TRUCK TRACTOR AND EI THER OF THE FOLLOW NG

3 (1) A SINGLE TRAILER, WH CH EXCEEDS THE NMAXI MUM LENGTH

FOR COVBI NATI ONS ESTABLI SHED I N SECTI ON 4923(A), MAY BE

DRI VEN BETWEEN THE DESI GNATED NETWORK AND A PO NT_OF LOADI NG

OR UNLOADI NG VWHI CH CAN SAFELY AND REASONABLY BE ACCESSED.

(2) TWO TRAILERS, NMAY BE DRI VEN BETWEEN THE DESI GNATED

NETWORK AND A PO NT_OF LOADI NG OR UNLOADI NG WHI CH CAN SAFELY

© 00 ~N oo o b

AND REASONABLY BE ACCESSED USI NG H GHWAYS APPROVED UNDER

10 SUBSECTI ON (D) FOR THE PARTI CULAR MOVEMENT.

11 (©)  NEARBY TERM NALS AND FACILITIES. - - WHERE ONE_ OR MORE

12 TERM NALS OR FACILITIES FOR FOOD, FUEL, REPAIR OR REST ALONG A

13 H GMWMWAY HAVI NG LANES AT LEAST 12 FEET WDE ARE IN CLOSE

14 PROXIMTY TO A TERMNAL OR FACILITY VHCH IS WTH N TWO TENTHS

15 OF A MLE OF THE DESI GNATED NETWORK, ALL OF SUCH TERM NALS AND

16 FACILITIES SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE WTHI N TWO- TENTHS OF A M LE OF

17 THE DESI GNATED NETWORK.

18 (D) ROJTE APPROVAL. - - APPROVAL COF A ROUTE_UNDER SUBSECTI ON

19 (A2 (1) OR(B)(2) SHALL BE OBTAI NED FROM THE:

20 (1) CTY INTHE CASE OF ANY HHGHMAY IN A A TY.

21 (2) DEPARTMENT IN THE CASE OF A STATE H G-VAY NOT IN A
22 CTY, EXCEPT THAT THE DEPARTMENT W LL, UPON REQUEST, DELEGATE
23 AUTHORI TY TO APPROVE ROUTES UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON TO A

24 MUNI CI PALI TY WHI CH HAS BEEN DELEGATED AUTHORI TY TO | SSUE

25 PERM TS | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTION 420 OF THE ACT OF JUNE 1,
26 1945 (P.L.1242, NO 428), KNOW AS THE STATE H GAWAY LAW

27 (3) MUNNCIPALITY IN THE CASE OF A LOCAL H GHVWAY NOT IN A
28 arTy.

29 (E) _NOTI CE. - -

30 (1) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PUBLI SH THE DESI GNATED NETWORK

19830H0005B1035 - 9 -
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ESTABLI SHED | N SUBSECTI ON (A) (1) I'N THE PENNSYLVANI A BULLETI N

AS A NOTI CE UNDER 45 PA.C.S. 8 725(A) (3) (RELATING TO

ADDI T1 ONAL CONTENTS OF PENNSYLVANI A BULLETIN), AND WLL ALSO

FORWARD THE DESI GNATED NETWORK TO TRUCKI NG COVPANI ES AND

ASSCOCI ATI ONS AND OTHER | NTERESTED PARTI ES, UPON REQUEST.

(2) APPROVAL OF A ROUTE UNDER SUBSECTI ON (A)(2) (1)

SHALL BE EFFECTI VE UPON NOTI CE BY THE APPROVI NG AUTHORITY TO

THE PERSON WHO REQUESTED I T. NOTI CE OF THE APPROVAL SHALL

ALSO BE G VEN TO STATE AND AFFECTED LOCAL POLI CE, AND SHALL

BE PUBLI SHED I N THE PENNSYLVANI A BULLETIN AS A NOTI CE UNDER

45 PA.C.S. 8 725(A)(3).

(3)  APPROVAL OF A ROUTE UNDER SUBSECTION (B)(2) SHALL BE

EFFECTI VE UPON NOTI CE BY THE APPROVI NG AUTHORITY TO THE

PERSON WHO REQUESTED | T. NOTI CE OF THE APPROVAL SHALL ALSO BE

G VEN TO STATE AND AFFECTED LOCAL POLI CE.

(F) REVOCATI ON OF ROUTE APPROVAL. - - THE AUTHORI TY WHI CH

APPROVED A ROUTE UNDER SUBSECTI ON (A) (2)(I1) NMAY REVOKE THE

ROUTE APPROVAL |F | T DETERM NES THAT THE ROUTE OR SOVE PORTI ON

OF I'T CANNOT SAFELY AND REASONABLY ACCOVMODATE COVBI NATI ONS

AUTHORI ZED TO EXCEED LENGTH OR NUVBER COF TRAILER LI M TATI ONS.

NOTI CE OF THE REVOCATI ON SHALL BE PUBLI SHED I N THE PENNSYLVAN A

BULLETIN AS A NOTI CE UNDER 45 PA.C.S. 8 725(A)(3) AND SHALL BE

EFFECTI VE 15 DAYS AFTER SUCH PUBLI CATI ON, EXCEPT THAT THE

POSTI NG AUTHORI TY MAY EFFECT AN EARLI ER REVOCATI ON BY POSTI NG

SIGNS TO | NDI CATE THE REVOCATI ON. WRI TTEN NOTI CE OF THE

REVOCATI ON SHALL ALSO BE G VEN TO THE PERSON WHO REQUESTED THE

ROUTE APPROVAL AND TO STATE AND AFFECTED LOCAL PQOLI CE.

SECTION 45 6 5. SECH-ONS SECTI ON 4921(A+——CS—AND (D)+—4923 <—
ANBD—4943(A) OF TITLE 75 ARE-AMENDED | S AMENDED AND A SUBSECTI ON  <—
'S ADDED TO READ:

19830H0005B1035 - 10 -



§ 4921. WDTH CF VEH CLES.

19 (D) NONDI VI SI BLE LOADS. - - VEHI CLES CARRYI NG NONDI VI SI BLE

20 LOADS NOT EXCEEDI NG EI GHT FEET SI X I NCHES I N W DTH MAY OPERATE
21 ON ANY H GHWAY HAVI NG A ROADWAY W DTH OF 20 FEET OR MORE. [THI S
22 SUBSECTI ON DOES NOT APPLY ON THE NATI ONAL SYSTEM OF | NTERSTATE
23 AND DEFENSE HI GHWAYS. ]

24 * x %

25 (G _ CERTAIN H G-MAYS. - - THE TOTAL OUTSI DE W DTH OF_A VEHI CLE,

26 | NCLUDI NG ANY LOADS, NAY EXCEED EI GHAT FEET BUT SHALL NOT_EXCEED

27 EIGHT AND ONE- HALF FEET WHEN DRI VEN AS DESCRI BED | N SECTI ON 4908

28 (RELATI NG TO OPERATI ON OF CERTAI N COVBI NATI ONS ON | NTERSTATE AND

29 CERTAIN PRI MARY HI GHVWAYS).

30 SECTION 6 # 6. SECTI ONS 4923 AND 4943(A) OF TITLE 75 ARE
19830H0005B1035 - 11 -
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1 AMENDED TO READ:

2 § 4923. LENGTH OF VEH CLES.

3 (A) CENERAL RULE.--[NQ EXCEPT AS PROVIDED I N SUBSECTI ON

4 (B), NO MOTOR VEHI CLE, | NCLUDI NG ANY LOAD AND BUWPERS, SHALL

5 EXCEED AN OVERALL LENGTH OF 40 FEET, AND NO COVBI NATI ON

6 | NCLUDI NG ANY LOAD AND BUWPERS, SHALL EXCEED AN OVERALL LENGIH
7 OF 60 FEET.

8 (B) EXCEPTIONS.--THE LI M TATIONS OF (A) DO NOT APPLY TO THE
9 FOLLOW NG

10 (1) ANY MOTOR VEH CLE EQUI PPED WTH A BOOM OR BOOM LI KE
11 DEVI CE | F THE VEH CLE DCES NOI' EXCEED 55 FEET.

12 (2) ANY COVBI NATI ON TRANSPCRTI NG ARTI CLES WHI CH DO NOT
13 EXCEED 70 FEET I N LENGTH AND ARE NONDI VI SI BLE AS TO LENGTH
14 (3) ANY BUS OF AN ARTI CULATED DESI GN WHI CH DOES NOT

15 EXCEED 60 FEET.

16 (4) ANY MOTOR VEH CLE TOWN NG A DI SABLED MOTOR VEHI CLE TO
17 A LOCATI ON FOR REPAIR OR TO SOVE OTHER PLACE OF SAFETY.

18 (5) A COvVBI NATI ON DESI GNED AND USED EXCLUSI VELY FOR

19 CARRYI NG MOTOR VEHI CLES | F THE OVERALL LENGIH COF THE
20 COVBI NATI ON AND LOAD DCES NOT EXCEED 65 FEET.
21 (6) ANY COVBI NATI ON CONSI STI NG OF A TRUCK TRACTOR AND
22 ONE_OR TWO TRAILERS, WHEN DRI VEN AS DESCRI BED | N SECTI ON 4908
23 (RELATI NG TO OPERATI ON OF CERTAI N COVBI NATI ONS ON | NTERSTATE
24 AND CERTAI N PRI MARY HI GHWAYS), PROVI DED THAT, EXCEPT_ WVHEN <—
25 BEI NG OPERATED AS A PART OF A COMBI NATI ON OF A TRACTOR AND
26 SINGLE TRAILER NOT_EXCEEDI NG AN OVERALL LENGTH OF 60 FEET,
27 THE LENGIH OF A SINGLE TRAILER SHALL NOT EXCEED 48 FEET AND
28 THE LENGTH OF EACH DOUBLE TRAILER SHALL NOT EXCEED 28 FEET.
29 8§ 4943. MNAXI MUM AXLE VEI GHT COF VEHI CLES
30 (A) CENERAL RULE. --NO VEH CLE OR COMVBI NATI ON DRI VEN UPON A

19830H0005B1035 - 12 -



H GHWAY SHALL HAVE A WAEI GHT UPON ANY AXLE | N EXCESS OF THE
LESSER OF THE MANUFACTURER S RATED AXLE CAPACI TY OR THE
FOLLOW NG APPLI CABLE \AEI GHT:
(1) STEERI NG AXLES. - - THE MAXI MUM AXLE V\EI GHT UPON A
STEERI NG AXLE SHALL NOT EXCEED [ 18, 000] 20, 000 POUNDS.
(2) OTHER AXLES. - -
MAXI MUM AXLE WEI GHT | N POUNDS UPON:

| F THE CENTER- TO- CENTER

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

DI STANCE BETWEEN THE ONE OF TWO OrHER OF TWO

=Y
o

NEAREST ADJACENT AXLES |'S: ADJACENT AXLES ADJACENT AXLES

=
=

UNDER 6 FEET 18, 000 18, 000

=
N

6 TO 8 FEET 18, 000 22,400

=
w

OVER 8 FEET 22,400 22,400

* * %

[
(62 BN

SECTION # 8 7. THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTIONS 1, 3:—4——5—"6-AND <—

=Y
(e}

+ 3, 4, 5 AND 6 | NSOFAR AS THEY RELATE TO SECTION 4923 OF TH S <—

=
\l

AMENDATORY ACT SHALL BE EFFECTI VE ONLY AS LONG AS FEDERAL LAW OR

=Y
oo

THE FEDERAL H GHWAY ADM NI STRATI ON SHALL REQUI RE THI S

=
O

COMVONVEALTH TO ALLOW COVBI NATI ONS CONSI STI NG OF A TRUCK TRACTOR

N
o

AND TWO TRAI LERS AND COMBI NATI ONS | N EXCESS OF 60 FEET | N LENGTH

N
=

TO BE DRI VEN ON I TS H GHWAYS. NOTI CE OF A CHANGE | N THE FEDERAL

N
N

MANDATE SHALL BE PUBLI SHED | N THE PENNSYLVANI A BULLETI N BY THE

N
w

SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATI ON AND THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT SHALL

N
~

BE VO D 30 DAYS THEREAFTER

N DN N N DN
© 00 ~N o O

30
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SECTION 36 8. NO BOND SHALL BE REQUI RED PURSUANT TO THE ACT  <—
OF DECEMBER 20, 1967 (P.L.869, NO 385), KNOMN AS THE PUBLIC
WORKS CONTRACTORS' BOND LAW OF 1967, OR ANY OTHER LAW FOR
CONTRACTS I N AN AMOUNT OF $25, 000 OR LESS BETWEEN A PRI ME
CONTRACTOR AND THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON FOR
CONSTRUCTI ON, RECONSTRUCTI ON, ALTERATI ON, REPAI R OR MAI NTENANCE
OF H GHWAYS.

Section 2 5 8 433 9. This act shall take effect +A—60—days <—
HWED-ATELY-- | MMEDI ATELY. BEXCERPT—TFHATTHE PROV-SIFONS-OFSECH-ON  <—

19830H0005B1035 - 14 -
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