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AN ACT

Amending Title 35 (Health and Safety) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, providing for COVID-19 enforcement
officer disability benefits and for COVID-19 benefits for
members of Pennsylvania National Guard; and, in emergency
medical services system, further providing for basic life
support ambulances.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Title 35 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
Statutes is amended by adding chapters to read:

CHAPTER 57A
COVID-19 ENFORCEMENT OFFICER DISABILITY BENEFITS

Sec.
57A01. Scope of chapter.
57A02. Enforcement officer disability benefits.
§ 57A01. Scope of chapter.

This chapter relates to enforcement officer disability
benefits relating to COVID-19.
§ 57A02. Enforcement officer disability benefits.

(a) General rule.--A person covered under section 1(a) of
the act of June 28, 1935 (P.L.477, No.193), referred to as the
Enforcement Officer Disability Benefits Law, who contracts or
is diagnosed with coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), as
identified in the proclamation of disaster emergency issued by
the Governor on March 6, 2020, published at 50 Pa.B. 1644 (March
21, 2020), or is subject to quarantine resulting from exposure
to COVID-19, and by reason thereof is temporarily incapacitated
from performing his duties, shall be compensated in accordance
with section 1(a) of the Enforcement Officer Disability Benefits
Law.

(b) Limitation.--A benefit received under subsection (a)
shall be limited to 60 days for each incident.

CHAPTER 58
COVID-19 BENEFITS FOR MEMBERS OF

PENNSYLVANIA NATIONAL GUARD
Sec.
5801. Scope of chapter.
5802. Benefit.
§ 5801. Scope of chapter.

This chapter relates to COVID-19 benefits for members of the
Pennsylvania National Guard.
§ 5802. Benefit.

(a) Benefit.--Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
a member of the Pennsylvania National Guard shall receive from
the department a benefit computed under subsection (b)(2) if
the member:



(1) is ordered to State Active Duty for Emergency or
Special State Duty by the Adjutant General or by the
Governor; and

(2) sustains an injury while participating in duty under
paragraph (1) from the period of notification to report for
duty until officially released.
(b) Claim submission, calculation and funding.--

(1) A member of the Pennsylvania National Guard who
sustains an injury and is not compensated for the injury by
the Federal Government must submit a claim to receive the
benefit as prescribed by the Adjutant General.

(2) For purposes of computing the average weekly wage
of a member of the Pennsylvania National Guard or dependent
thereof, weekly wages shall be calculated using the daily
base pay table under 37 U.S.C (relating to pay and allowances
of the uniformed services) to determine the Pennsylvania
National Guard member's daily wage at the time of the injury.
The average weekly wage shall equal the member's daily base
pay multiplied by five.

(3) A benefit received under this section shall be
limited to 60 days for each incident.

(4) The General Assembly shall appropriate the money
necessary to be deposited into a nonlapsing restricted
interest-bearing account to provide for the benefit
established in subsection (a).
(c) No Commonwealth employee status.--In no event shall any

member of the Pennsylvania National Guard while performing the
activities described in subsection (a) be deemed an employee
of the Commonwealth for any purpose or benefit. Nothing in this
section shall be construed to entitle a member of the
Pennsylvania National Guard to any benefit or emolument provided
to an employee of the Commonwealth.

(d) Definitions.--As used in this section, the following
words and phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this
subsection unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Department." The Department of Military and Veterans
Affairs of the Commonwealth.

"Injury." Contracts or is diagnosed with coronavirus disease
2019, known as COVID-19, as identified in the proclamation of
disaster emergency issued by the Governor on March 6, 2020,
published at 50 Pa.B. 1644 (March 21, 2020), or is subject to
quarantine resulting from exposure to COVID-19, and, by reason
of the exposure, is temporarily incapacitated from performing
duties.

"Participating." The term includes activities ordered by
the Adjutant General or by the Governor, such as training, an
exercise or related official functions.

"Special State Duty." State military duty by the
Pennsylvania National Guard under this section. The term shall
not include State Active Duty for Emergency under this section
or duty authorized and funded under 10 U.S.C. (relating to armed
forces) or 32 U.S.C. (relating to national guard).

"State Active Duty for Emergency." State military duty by
the Pennsylvania National Guard under 51 Pa.C.S. § 508 (relating
to active duty for emergency) that is not active duty authorized
and funded under 10 U.S.C. or 32 U.S.C.

Section 2. Section 8133 of Title 35 is amended by adding a
subsection to read:
§ 8133. Basic life support ambulances.

* * *
(c) Exceptions.--



(1) The staffing requirements under subsection (b)(2)
may be waived or adjusted at the department's discretion.
The department shall permit an EMS agency to file for a
waiver or exception from the staffing requirements under
this subsection for extraordinary reasons as determined by
the department on a case-by-case basis and in the best
interest of the EMS system and patient care.

(2) This subsection shall expire three years from the
date of enactment of this subsection.
Section 3. This act shall take effect as follows:

(1) The addition of 35 Pa.C.S. § 8133(c) shall take
effect in 60 days.

(2) The remainder of this act shall take effect
immediately.

APPROVED--The 29th day of April, A.D. 2020.

TOM WOLF


